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Timor Society 

Prior to a discussion of Timor's "discovery" or at least first outsider trade contacts, it is important to set 
down certain basic facts as to indigenous political and social systems, how these systems are buttressed or a
least mesh with indigenous religious practices and beliefs, and how political and Cultural complexes 
translate into economic activity and exchange. We can then ask the question how the first agents of 
Portuguese seaborne power, as much agents of the church in the form of the Dominican missionaries, 
adapted or confronted local forms of tributary power and political alliances, local commercial trading 
networks, and the overall question of colonization, Portugalizacao and Timorese identity down until the end
of colonial rule. But we should also look to the island's complex anthropology. In this sense it would be 
well to consider the reflections of one cultural anthropologist who has worked in Timor, Elizabeth G. 
Traube, that culture is not immutable, that "the content of cultural forms may justify critiques of or 
departures from established practices".1 
Here Traube is alluding to processes of cultural evolution and diffusion over long time, but also to the 
process of cultural adaptation in the face of climactic events such as the arrival of the Portuguese or Dutch. 
Although, as shown below, there have been periods of relative stasis in Timorese history, particularly 
prehistory, change and adaptation have always been major themes in Timorese life down unto the present. 

Origins 

While always subject to much pseudo-analysis and mystification, the ethnic differentiation of Timor was 
apparent to the first Western visitors to Timor. From a French enlightenment perspective, albeit jaundiced, 
the observations in Kupang of the visiting Napoleonic mission led by Peron is apposite. In this, Peron 
speaks of a unity of "three distinct races of the human species", aborigines, Malays, Chinese, plus an 
additional "species", "a few mongrel Portuguese, the miserable remains of the first conquerors of Asia and 
the pitiable witnesses of the vicissitudes of nations, and the revolutions of empires"! 2 
But just as the Western visitors were intrigued by Timor's mestico society, so European investigators into 
Timor's society were much taken by the question of origins. Indeed, the methods as much the results of suc
investigations, which began to gather pace in the first decades of this century, mirrored metropolitan trends
and debates as much the evolution of the various disciplines of the "natural sciences", especially physical, 
cultural, and social anthropology. The attentions of the Victorians, Wallace and Forbes, have already been 
mentioned in this regard. From another quarter, Timor became the object of attention from prehistorians 
seeking to find a link between Australian aborigines and an Asian migration. 
Much of the debate on physical anthropology was summarised and advanced by A.A. Mendes Correa in 
1944, who postulated four basic racial types represented in Timor, although hardly ever in pure type. These
were proto-Malays, deutero-Malays (revealing more Mongoloid features), Melanesoide, and 
vedo-Australoid. Overall, he concluded, the proto-Malay or "Indonesian" types predominated over all 
others. Next followed the deutero-Malay element (more frequent in women), and third, the vedo-Australoid
element (abundant in Suro). Yet, he declaimed, that is not to declare a perfect homogeneity because even 
within the proto-Malay group, Austroloid, Europoid, Indo-Melanoid, Ainoid and other tendencies could be 
detected. This includes a mysterious red-haired tribe given some publicity by, inter alia Forbes and Osorio 
de Castro. 
In making this assertion, Mendes Correa challenged the view of a number of observers who had ascribed a 
special prevalence in Timor of a negroid or Papuan or Melanesian influence. True Melanesians and 
Papuans were not found, although inclinations or affinities were detected in some groups. Even the 
Belunese-the most numerous group on the island as a whole, he asserted, Could not be considered as linked
to Papuan-Melanesian influence, but rather to the Indonesian type. Only among the Antoni of Dutch Timor
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and among the Timorese of Oecussi was the Melanoid element found to be abundant, although still not 
predominant. In Portuguese Timor, he found, the Melanesoid element only appeared more frequent in the 
women of Fronteira and Dili. 3 
  As Glover has explained, little is known of the prehistory of the eastern archipelago until the end of 
Pleistocene when the archaeological record proper begins with dated pre-Ceramic Late Stone Age 
sequences in the caves of Timor and Sulawesi (about l4,000 years ago). The first excavations in Timor wer
pioneered by Alfred Buhler in 1935 and Th.Verhoeven in the late 1950s, establishing the characteristics of 
the Late Stone Age, specifically as marked by the presence of naked stone tools. Researches carried out by 
Glover in Cave sites on the edge of the north central plateau near Baucau and in the central mountains 
between 1966 and 1967 confirmed no deposits older than the pleistocene period. He determined, however, 
that from about 5,000 years ago marked economic changes occurred with the introduction of the pig, goat, 
dog, monkey, phalanger and civit cat, and, finally, in the Christian era, the introduction of cattle and deer. 
Pottery also arrived in the 3rd millennium BC,. Shell adzes, fishhooks, and shell beads, also appeared in the
coastal sites at this time. After about 3,000 BC certain important new plants made their appearance, namely
Setaria (foxtail millet), bagenaria (bottle gourd), coconuts, various fruits, and trees, and, in latest levels, 
peanuts. But, after about 1,000 years ago, there was little occupation in most caves. From this evidence, 
Glover adduced the arrival on the island about 3,000 BC of agricultural immigrants from the west or north 
bringing Timor into closer relationship with neighbouring islands.4 
In part, this migration from the 3rd millennium BC onwards coincided with the development of better 
boat-building and sailing techniques. It also initiated the process of differentiation between coastal and 
inland societies as encountered by Western mariners in historical times. Still, he found, a process of 
diffusion by continuous expansion such as was possible in continental situations was ruled out in Timor 
because of its island situation. At the same time lie could not find evidence of the primary role of Timor in 
the settlement of Australia, as held in some popular theorizing. 

Indigenous Political System 

The question as to the indigenous political system of Timor prior to the arrival of Europeans and even after
has been the subject of much discussion and some hyperbole. On the one hand, Timorese societies conform
broadly to the segmentary societies of eastern Indonesia, notable for the absence of Indianized forms of 
kingship and the presence of numerous lineage-based societies fragmented b3i language and geographical 
isolation. 
According to H.G. Schulte Nordholt, who conducted extensive fieldwork in Dutch Timor in the prewar 
period, at the time of the arrival of the first Europeans, there existed a realm which might in a sense be 
considered a unitary state. Supreme power was vested in a ritual centre, the bride giver, to which the variou
communities shared by virtue of affinal relationships. While the centre existed mainly as a political 
superstructure, it was also capable of making decisions affecting the entire community, namely warfare, 
administration, adjudication, and ritual. At the centre of this construct was the kingdom of 
Waiwiku-Wehale, located in the fertile southeastern part of west Timor, but divided between the Antoni an
the Tetum Belu, a division also corresponding with language.5 
Anthropologist James Fox clarifies that based on ideas of spiritual precedence, the influence of the Tetum 
Belu kingdom of Wehale, may once have extended over more than two-thirds of the island joining the petty
tribal kingdoms into a unified political system. It makes further sense, he points out, if we see the 
straighterhaired Belunese as more recent Malay-type migrants establishing themselves on Timor's 
central-north coast in a long process beginning around 3,000 BC before moving inland and displacing and 
dominating the frizzy-haired "Melanesian" Antoni or "people of the dry land", a process that was evident 
right up until the time when Europeans began to move into the area.6 
But, as taken up below, the centuries-long struggle between the Dutch and the Portuguese for the loyalties 
of the petty tribal kingdoms, beginning with the partial destruction of Wehale in 1642, obviously disturbed 
traditional alliances as much the concept of a unified realm. Notable, has been the westward dispersion of 
the Antoni, today dominating most of west Timor. Was this then a case of the bees deserting the 
honeycomb", to use the metaphor of Indonesian historian A.B. 
Lapian in describing the fragmentation of the realm? 7 
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0r was the concept of a truly unified historical political centre on Timor a fiction? By way of elaboration, 
Lawson argues that without diminishing the importance of Common myths, ritual power, and marital 
alliances extending unity to otherwise independent kingdoms, "one should not underestimate the influence 
of trade in the processes which gave some kingdoms social esteem and power". She continues that, "Rulers
who could organize labor and deliver sandalwood (or other commodities), would gain in material things lik
cloth, tools, and guns, thereby enlarging their possibilities to gain more prestige and power, might it be 
through marital alliances or warfare". Between 1515 and 1650, Lawson argues, the destruction of 
Waiwiku-Wehale-the scattering of the bees from the honeycomb in Lapian's imager-ｐroceeded as 
strategically located Coastal kingdoms (reinos) enriched themselves in the new sandalwood trade thereby 
weakening bonds with the empire-like Waiwiku-Wehale system. For the Portuguese it was imperative to 
win the loyalty of those kings-style rei, sometimes regulo in Portuguese or liurai in Tetum language and raj
by the Dutch-controlling good harbours for the transshipment and supply of sandal.8 
As revealed in the earliest Portuguese writings on Timor, at the time of the foundation of Lifau, the island 
was then, and for long afterwards, divided into two roughly equal spheres, the eastern called Belos (Belu) 
and the western Called Serviao. Although the tribes of Serviao were the first to accept Portuguese 
sovereignty, those of Belu who did so shortly afterwards, proved more faithful vassals in the long run.9 
Undoubtedly, also, the shift in local alliances across long time contributed to a collective memory of unities
and divisions, just as a Luso-Dutch modus vivendi of the mid 1600s tended to coincide with, or at least 
reinforce a dualistic set of allegiances on the island. For example, in 1818 visiting French 
scientist-adventurer, Louis de Freycinet, found Timor neatly divided into two great states or provinces, that
of the northeast called Belu, and the other, Vaikenos or Serviao. The more numerous of the little states, he 
found, were kingdoms of the province of Belu with a part of Serviao-Vaikenos tributary or loyal to Portuga
and part, in the southwest, loyal to Holland. Even so, as elaborated in the text, certain so-called loyal states 
were obviously quasi-independent or in a state of rebellion.10 
 But it is also true that the notion of unity around the Vaiqueno-speaking Sonbai of Serviao of the west 
endured over longer time, especially as the supremacy of the Sonbai as emperor was recognized by vassal 
kingdoms. 
It would be hard to understand the dynamics of Timorese society without acknowledging the system of 
government and leadership. Patron-Client links between rulers and followers come to the heart of an 
understanding ofa11iances, and shifts of loyalties and help to explain the tenacity of rebel leaders in the fac
of overwhelming odds. From del Cano down-a reference to the infamous kidnapping of a Timorese prince 
by the Magellan expedition which, as elaborated in the following chapter, touched Timor in 1522-the 
importance of dealing with local lords, rajas or reis to win favours, allegiances, and allies has been 
recognized by all outsiders in their dealings with Timorese, whether Portuguese, Dutch, Japanese, 
Australian, or Indonesian. 
ln passing comment on the Timorese concept of government, de Freycinet observed that the rajas exercised
"supreme power" over their people, wielding "une autofite absolue et presque despotique" or, in the eyes of
their subjects, a "divine et indelebile" power. Rules of succession varied but were, in principle, strictly 
hereditary. In the absence of a mature male heir, women' sometimes assumed the paramount position. Next
in rank were the dato, followed by the toumougom and the labo. In this typically pre-literate society, matter
of legislation were governed by tradition and local custom, albeit modified to degrees by the adoption of 
certain Chinese or Muslim ideas. He further observed that the reinos were frequently given to forming 
defensive and offensive alliances. Treaties, especially, were entered into on the basis of family links. In this
way, even the kings of relatively small kingdoms were able to wield considerable authority over large 
space. 11 
Indeed, Governor de Castro writing in 1867 likened them to "pequenas republicas" or small republics. 12 
Researching in 1974, Elizabeth Traube found that the power of local leaders of the Mambai people-of 
which Dili was formerly part- was held to emanate from "other, more powerful sovereigns", namely the 
Portuguese colonial rulers whose presence in Dili dates back to the shift of the capital from Lifau. She note
that in Mambai political theory there is no tradition of foreign invaders from the outside nor do they have 
any real conception of a larger outside world which might encompass their own society. Even the malaia, 
the Tetum term for foreigners, who occupied the structural position of outside rulers "are not strangers at al
but are returning younger sons of the land...." In other words, when Portuguese ships sailed into Dili 
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harbour, the Portuguese were welcomed by the elder people of the land and incorporated into the exchange
that linked them to the interior. As with Traube, numerous students of Timor have observed various cultura
features of he colonial relationship invoked in ritual. Notable is the ritual veneration of the Portuguese nag 
and other regalia of office including drum, swords and spears, a practice which dates back many 
generations. 13 
Such veneration even extended to ancient Portuguese letters and documents. At least Gerard Francillon 
found this to be the case in the successor state of Wehale which he researched between 1962J64. At this 
time Wehale was a small princedom in the southern part of the Belu subdivision of central-west Timor, the 
home of 11,000 inhabitants and the most isolated of all the Tetum-speaking areas. Certain of these letters 
dating from 1778-80 referred to the Rei Veale or Great Lord of Belu. In any case, Nai Bot, the Great Lord 
of Wehale died in 1924, albeit much mourned over all parts of Timor. Only pacified by the Dutch in 1906, 
Wehale was still headed by a raja at the time of Francillon's research, addressed as fetor (from the 
Portuguese feitor) or korne from the Portuguese coronel, or colonel. But while the rajas and their modem 
descendants became the focus of deep respect and veneration on the part of Wehale people and Timorese 
atom Other parts, Francillon contends that, in the "emptiness" of the sacred house and its impoverished 
condition, the name of Wehale and its renown was ultimately more important than its representative. 14 
Elsewhere, Traube has elaborated upon the Mambai emphasis on antiquarianism as much its manipulation 
under Portuguese rule. Essentially, the Mambai differentiated between their own ritually organized 
communities from hose created by Portugal by referring to the former as ancient kingdoms or kingdoms of 
long ago. Whereas the Portuguese regarded the periodic and annual ritualized ceremonies of the Mambai as
religious, they too were careful to distinguish them from the secularized political structures imposed by 
colonial rule. But the Mambai - - who had no particular love of the Portuguese -u- believed that when in 
1903, in lieu of the Cash head tax, the Portuguese abolished the tributary arrangements that reached back to
the earliest days of their presence in Dili, they also delegitimized themselves. She writes: "when modem 
Portuguese rulers abolished the tribute system which revolved around the old lords of rock and tree, they 
were tuning their backs on the very figures whose ancestors had summoned them to Timor". In short, 
legitimation took on cultural form. 15 
This is an important point as, in Timor under the Portuguese, just as in other colonialisms, forms of 
legitimation alongside more drastic means of control always went hand in hand in the construction of 
networks of beneficiaries and collaborators. 
But how does this sense of cultural legitimation on the part of specific communities sit with a generalized 
sense of "tradition" which, in the absence of significant epigraphical evidence and recorded history, is best 
found in the rich oral tradition of the Timorese? There is no history of native script in Timor and the work o
transcribing this literature only commenced with any rigour in the last decade of colonial rule. As in many 
other preliterate Asian and African societies "literature" was chanted or sung. In Timor, as Louis Berthe 
found of the Bunak, this could take the form of elaborately developed narrative recitation, typically 
involving repetition, rhyme, and alliteration which also helped performers memorize the verses.16 
Legends, such as the creation myth based on the crocodile, in turn represented in graphic art and in 
decorative pieces are enduring in Timorese society. As Fernando Sylvan recounts, of "the crocodile that 
became Timor", a boy returned a wayward crocodile to the swamp. Although sorely tempted to eat his new
friend, canoe-like the crocodile redeems the boy's dream of making a sea journey, only to change shape and
size into the form of a Crocodile-shaped island covered with hills, woods, and rivers.17 
Ruy Cinatti has also recounted one primordial lore or foundation myth that traces the origins of the 
Timorese to a legendary sea voyage from Malacca via Macassar to Flores and then to Amatung. 18 
Other versions of this legend such as that held by the Ossu people trace the migration from an island 
between Timor and New Guinea. Timorese myths and legends are not only offer clues to the origin and 
foundation of various reinos, but, as Eduardo dos Santos' collection and annotation makes clear, are also 
rich in history and ethnography.l9 
From his experience a wartime Timor, Australian Cliff Morris has related that recitation of stories and 
poetry were arts indulged in by all. In every village, elders would induct the young in the lore of the clan 
but the ultimate storytellers were the Lia Na 'ain or Na 'Lia, literally meaning "lord of words" or bards, who
could expiate for hours on verse that had never been heard until then. Morris observes: 
There were a number of traditional patterns but the most common was dadolim, where each verse was put 
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in two lines and each line was in two phrases. The first phrase of the second line repeated the meaning of 
the last phrase in the first line but with different words. The second phrase of the second line followed the 
same pattern. 20? 
While Morris is describing the basic mode of transmission of knowledge/lore common to pre-literate 
societies around the world, it is of interest that this verbatim language as spoken in rumor was rich with 
metaphor as it was pregnant with the symbolism of the animist culture from which it issued, notably the 
dualistic conception of nature. 

Indigenous Religious Beliefs and Practices 

Under Portuguese rule Catholicism never gained more than 15-20 per cent of the population down until 
1975. Stated another way, the Catholic church in Timor was obliged to accommodate itself to many 
traditional practices. Writing in 1972, British anthropologist David flicks observed that although many 
traditional ritual elements survived, aboriginal religion was nevertheless decaying rapidly. What, then, were
the main features of indigenous religious practice and belief? In traditional Timor it was the dato-lulik or ra
ulik, community priest or ritual practitioner, who mediated the spiritual world otherwise manifest in such 
natural phenomena as rivers, mountains, forest and gardens. The dato-lulik was the key practitioner of 
animal sacrifice marking major events in the life Cycle of the Timorese including the celebration of war an
peace. Animal sacrifice Were directed towards ancestral spirits and other spirits believed to inhabit wood, 
stones and streams. 
Another facet of Timorese religion was the cult of the relic, placed in the uma lulik or community house, 
usually the most distinctive building in a town. Totems included animals and plants. Even clans were 
regarded as totemic groups whose members observed specific food taboos. As mentioned, veneration of old
Portuguese nags was very much part of this culture. Head-hunting, also part of Timorese tradition, was only
eliminated in this century. While cannibalism was unknown in eastern Timor, headhunting, according to 
flicks, was a popular activity whose raison d'etre was ritual and social prestige. But when peace returned to 
the warring princedoms, the captured heads were duly surrendered.21 
So were blood oaths or juramento frequently resorted to in the way of sealing loyalties between tribes or 
foreign parties.22 
 Indeed, as we shall review in a conclusion, the 400 year long rebellion of the Timorese cannot entirely be 
separated from the ritualized quality of warfare in rumor as expressed by the Tetum word funu. 

One central cultural practice much noted in Portuguese ethnologies on Timor is that of barlaque. From a 
study by Manuel Alves da Silva, a Catholic missionary in Timor in the 1880s, we learn that this is a term of
Malay origin which expresses an alliance between reinos, and their subordinate sucos, and individuals. 
More than just a dowry, it appeared to Alves da Silva as a trade or even "shamanistic" trade in women for 
fabulous value. This was expressed by the Portuguese word barlaque or vassau humani, where the parents 
of the bride are called o humani and the man-shaman the vassau. The cost of vassau could be as high as 30-
100 buffaloes, horses, and swords while humani might be measured in such articles as coral, baskets, and 
cloths. For the church, the material character of these marriages and the guarantees they affirmed, 
represented a clear obstacle to conversion, as indeed, did other types of relationships, running from 
concubinage, polygamy - generalized in Timor - and acts deemed superstitious and quasi-idolatrous, such a
the cult of the veneration of the dead, death Ceremonies, war Ceremonies, etc.23 
Lazarowitz, who carried out fieldwork among the Makassai of the Baucau region of northeast Timor in 
1975, viewed marriage in Timor, as creating an "ongoing alliance between groups", part of a "wider system
of social action tying together and integrating the worlds of the living and the spirits in stable equilibrium".
He saw the entire system as turning on a profound desire for union and balance across the spectrum of 
social relations, whether marriage, bridewealth transactions, agricultural ritual, and political and legal 
organization. This was achieved through the means of "complementary dual oppositions and analogical 
associations", for example, between wife-giver and wife-taker, masculine-feminine, control over 
fertility-lack of control, buffalo, horse, swords versus women, pigs, Cloths, necklaces, and, especially that 
between the world of the spirits (sacred) and the world of the living (secular). He concludes, "It is quite 
clear that Makassai life is permeated by oppositions which structure social behaviour".24 
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The principle also extends to geography. 1'hus, whereas the sheltered, enclosed, and navigable northeｒｎ 
sea or tassi-fetu is recognized in Tetum cosmology as female, the southern sea, the tassi-mane, with its 
limitless horizon and swelling unnavigable seas, represents the male principle. 
Barlaque and marriage, of course, is not the only socially celebrated rite de passage in Timor. Saldanha has
described other ritualized ceremonies, including those for birth, involving an eye washing ceremony called 
fasematam, and haircutting ceremony called tesifuk. Besides funerals, death involved such ceremonies as 
the aifunan mauruk (bitter mower) held one week after death and the alfunan midar (sweet mower) held 
after 40 days. The kore metan or removing the black is a ceremony held one year after the death of a 
relative. While women wear I black for mourning, men wear a small patch of cloth pinned to a shirt. Such i
the pervasiveness of this Luso-Catholic practice that the black patch appears as a subliminal mark of 
Timorese identity, one that I instantly recognized in the course of a 1995 rendezvous with a Timorese in the
amazingly polyethnic environment of the east Malaysian state of Sabah. To these ceremonies might be 
added those for the planting and harvesting office and maize that take place in the umalik of each umakain 
or clan. The list of ritualized and solidary-building ceremonials increases if we account for such occasions 
as threshing office stalks (sama hare), the communal building of houses (dada ai or lugging of wood, and 
even cockfighting futu manu). 25 
Cinatti and others have described the social function of such estilo or ceremonies which sometimes brought
together hundreds or even thousands of people from any given region. Such occasions were a time for 
display of gorgeous tais or traditional woven apparel for males, along with elaborate metal body 
decorations, and, for women, Timorized versions of the Malay sarong or skirt and kebaya, blouse. 
No festa was complete without music, choral or rhythmic singing and dancing. 
Musical accompaniment, according to region, could be Macassar gongs, drums, bamboo mutes, or home 
made guitars. Notable were the gamelan-like orchestras of Oecusse and the snake dance of Suai.26 
It can be said that all the estilo have their origins in the Timorese sense of the sacred and profane, a world 
view that does not compartmentalize one facet of tradition from another, but which, while accommodating 
to change- D40tably the coming of outsiders with their monotheistic religion-constantly seeks the 
reassurances offered by tile hoary traditions keyed to the passage of seasons and agricultural rhythms as 
handed down in the form of chants and oral traditions. The great Timorese creation myth of the crocodile- 
to which, as alluded, even the shape of the island is said to resemble-seems to encapsulate this sense. For 
some, the enduring Timorese belief in spirits conjures up some sense of an ancient human stock in the 
process of evolution. But such statements are bound to be misleading as the following discussion reveals. 

Language and Ethnicity 

As alluded in the introduction, the linguistic and ethnic patterning of Timor reflects a long history of 
migrations and convergences of peoples bearing different cultural influences, notably, Indonesian coming 
from the west, and, Melanesian coming from the east. Nevertheless, irregular topography, otherwise 
inhibiting communications between different groups, gave rise to the production of a great range of social 
institutions including language variety. Linguistically, the island of Timor is occupied by two different 
language families, one Austronesian, the other non-Austronesian or Papuan. Whereas in the western part of
Timor, two Austronesian languages dominate, namely Antoni and Tetum, on the eastern half of the island, 
at least fourteen distinct languages are spoken, including, besides Tetum, Mambai, Makassai, Kemak, 
Bunak, Tocodede, Galoli, Dagada and Baiqueno (Dawan). Even so, there is no precise agreement among 
anthropologists and linguists as to the precise numbers of languages, or indeed what constitutes a dialect, 
especially, as would be expected, because of the long process of linguistic borrowings. Further, only a few 
languages have been studied, codified or transcribed. 
These include Tetum, Tetum-Praca, Galoli and Dawan. Only basic grammatical outlines of Tocodede, 
Mambai and Kemak had been established by the prewar period. Neither were basic ethnographies of the 
majority of Timorese systematically conducted, lending much imprecision as to questions of nomenclature 
or ethnic labelling, language and linguistic convergences.27 
While Tetum Belu had its origins in the Kingdom of Wehale, according to Cliff Morris, the biggest 
concentration of "natural" Tetum speakers in eastern Timor in the late colonial period was to be found 
around on the central south coast, from Luca in the east to Alas in the west. The dialect of this area is 
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referred to as TetumLos and is centred on the Kingdom of Samoro and the town of Soibada. By contrast, 
Tetum-Terik is spoken in the northwest of eastern Timor and the northeast of west Timor, a dialect related 
to Tetum-Belu. This latter dialect is spoken in the southwest of East Timor and southeast of western 
Timor.28 
Tetum-Dili, also known as Tetum-Praca, was the lingua franca used in colonial times and the dialect most 
favoured by Portuguese official along with missionaries and other outsiders in communicating with 
Timorese. Yet, unlike the experience in many other South east Asian colonies in acknowledging the status 
of vernacular languages, nothing was done under official Portuguese auspices to raise Tetum to the level of
a print language, much less the numerous minority languages and dialects.29 
But again, as Mendes Correa determined, just as the racial heterogeneity of the Timorese may be a result of
"blood mixture between conquerors and conquered, or between masters and slaves, with the exogamy of 
some tribes with true (rapes of Sabine'", so the correlation of language and ethnic group is problematical, 
although not beyond scientific calculation.30 

The Community Mode of Production 

Schulte Nordholt, clarifies that, because of trade, the Antoni people of west Timor outgrew the stone age at
a relatively early stage. Yet, while raising to a fine art the manufacture of woven or ikat cloth, he found it 
remarkable that they never learned to forge iron or even silver objects themselves.31 
But while the smelting of ores may have eluded the Timorese, it is not the same as saying that they did not 
master metalwork. In fact, the remodelling of iron goods, such as in the making of utensils and knives out o
reclaimed bomb Casings, and the forging of metal using bellows made of bamboo, is a specialized male 
activity. On the other hand, the art of manufacturing melted silver using bamboo forges and clay moulds, a 
typically feminine activity, developed as a fine art. 
Naturally, the production of ikat and tais or woven cloth demands highly specialized skills, such as the 
cultivation and harvest of cotton, ginning, carding, spinning and weaving. In the colonial period, locally 
produced cotton was more highly esteemed than that acquired from Chinese merchants. With the exception
of the manufacture of looms and frames (a masculine activity), the series of technical activities associated 
with weaving, including the reproduction of the ikat motifs attributing lineage, are entirely female activities
Indeed, the circulation of cloths in society conformed to a number of precise rules relating to the 
continuation of the lineage, e.g. birth, marriage, burial, adoption, or the inauguration of a new house. A 
similar division of sexual labour is adhered to in the production of women's goods. The production of cord 
fibre from the Arenga palm is a male activity, while the production of, say, baskets with decorative form, is
an entirely female activity. Another artisanal activity devolved to women is the production of pottery. 
Notwithstanding the labour, women are concerned with the acquisition of raw materials, to the baking of 
the pot in an open kiln, to the selling of the pots. 
Depending upon location, this work is reserved for women of certain lineages.32 
Certainly, from my observation in the 1960s and in the 1990s, it is women who retail these pots in such 
marketplaces as those of Manatuto and Baucau. 
By contrast, the specialist construction of houses, such as in cutting and grooving of wood, the rough 
hewing of beams, or in thatching roofs with Arenga palm leaf, is a masculine activity. It goes without 
saying that the specialist carpenter cum ritualist house-builder will be versed in local architectural variety 
according to province. Such geographical variation in Timorese dwellings have been best captured by 
Portuguese ethnographer, Ruy Cinatti, who has observed striking regional variety from the pyramidal style 
houses of Maubesse to the distinctive Lautem house of the hills and plateaux of the east, recognizes seven 
types by broad architectural features and regional identity - Bobonaro, Maubisse, Baucau, Lautem, 
Viqueque, Suai, and Oecusse. It is clear from his studies and illustrations, however, that the functional 
organization of space in each of these dwellings responds to complex social and economic needs, 
respectively living space and granary, social status, obviously, and the need to propitiate the spirits. But 
variation also existed. For instance in Oecusse, the rectangular shaped houses of the coastal regions were 
importations, displacing the conical shaped houses and shelters of the interior-land, as confirmed by the 
author in an overnight stay-among the most primitive in Timor. 33 
Until recently, sticks and dibbles were the common tool used in agriculture. Wet rice agriculture also had it
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place in the Timor economy, albeit limited to certain zones. 
The ploughs the wheel, and even the hoe, were seldom used. Nevertheless, from an early age, the buffalo 
found its place especially as a "plough" in the cultivation of wet rice. Likewise, the Timor pony adapted 
well to the human ecology of the Timorese and remains a striking symbol of their way of life. In colonial 
times no long-distance journey on and off many of the major routes could be contemplated without recours
to a caravan of ponies. As the author observed in colonial times when en route by Timor pony from 
Batugede to Balibo and Pantai Macassar to Osilo in Oecusse, care of such ponies was a specialist position. 
Even river-crossings were in he hands of other specialists (males) who exacted their small tax accordingly. 
Down until modern times, the majority of the Timorese have engaged in subsistence agriculture. This takes
the form of either shifting cultivation of the slash and burn type or the cultivation of such crops as corn, 
sweet potatoes, cassava, rice, or beans in gardens surrounding households. Portuguese reports of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries agree that Timor was extraordinarily well endowed by nature. 
Pigafetta's classic account also records: "In this island, and nowhere else, is found white sandalwood, 
besides ginger, swine, goats, rice, figs, sugarcanes, oranges, wax, almonds, and other things, and parrots of 
divers sorts and colours".34 
Even so, given the long dry seasons, dearth, disease and famine can reduce the Timorese peasant farmer to 
a level dangerously below subsistence. 
The digging stick method frequently demands too much from a population whose energy is often reduced 
by inadequate nutrition.35 
Hunting and gathering is a complimentary activity. This can be a sexually undifferentiated activity such as 
gathering in the forest or on the seashore. Gathering often occupies "dead time" during the agricultural 
cycle. But, as observed by the author on the seacoast of the province of Covalima in 1972, the hunt-a male 
activity-can be both stylized and ritualized. Such was the procession-like quality of a deer hunt actually 
interrupted by the presence of the author interposed somewhere between the hunted, a deer, and the hunters
comprising a group of about twenty, some mounted and others on foot accompanied by dogs. This 
exclusively male group of Tetum Belu speakers resplendent in tais and bearing a variety of weapons from 
primitive handmade guns to spears, long knives and blow-pipes broke off the chase to-rightly-interrogate 
the author as to his presence. While this particular hunt may not have been of purely ritual order, in the case
of boar hunting before planting rice, it can be so described. 36 
Fishing compliments agricultural activities and, as can still be witnessed of the Galole of the rugged north 
coast, becomes a communal activity or at least a female activity in the harvesting of ingenious stonewalled 
fish traps constructed on drying shore reefs. The collection of shells for sale to manufacturers of lime or for
use in the building industry, such as practised in Dili, is probably a more recent activity. While the 
fishermen of the Areia Branca zone belong to a group of professionals whose marketplace has always been
the townspeople, their technology remains primitive (home made goggles and pronged harpoons or hand 
spears). 
Small, seemingly unseaworthy dugouts and outrigger canoes, also seen in Dili and Atauro, are undoubtedly
of Indonesian inspiration and fairly generalized along the north coast. Fishing with individual nets, such as 
on the northeast coast, is a collective activity and festivity relating to fish migrations at the mouth of stream
The communal drawing in of large nets on the beaches of Dili appears to be of Portuguese inspiration. In 
several weeks spent in the early 197'0s on the south coast of the island in Covalima, and Waiwiku and 
Amanubang, contiguous regions of west Timor, the author was struck by the absence of either sea or river 
flshermen, although not, as noted, the absence of hunting in this locale. Nevertheless, the activity of 
collecting molluscs and crustaceans on the south coast is complimentary to gathering activity in the forest.3
The regional diversity of Timor's human ecology is captured in the research of those Western 
anthropologists permitted to carry out fieldwork in Portuguese Timor in the 1970s. While concerned to 
investigate the specificities of traditions of their respective research sites, most of this group of 
anthropologists working in the structuralist tradition found certain similarities at the level of socioeconomic
and political cultural traditions with others peoples of eastern Indonesia. 
The Makassai of the Quelicai region, the subject of the research of the American anthropologist Shepherd 
Forman who carried out fieldwork between 1973-74, were then a group of about 80,000 non-Austronesian 
language speakers inhabiting the northern coast and Matabean mountain range and high mountain valleys o
the east-central part of eastern Timor. He found them largely self-sufficient in agriculture and animal raisin
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typically cultivating corn and root crops in patrilineallyinherited ancestral gardens. This activity was 
supplemented by rice grown on elaborately sculpted and irrigated terraces. The Makassai also herded water
buffaloes, goats, and pigs and raised chickens and fighting cocks. Their crops, livestock along with ikat, 
ancient swords, glass beads and a few gold amulets comprised their entire exchangeable wealth. The 
Makassai then lived in small and scattered family compounds in defensive mountain positions. 38 
Elizabeth Traube, who researched the Mambai of Aileu in the early 1970s, also remarked upon their 
subsistence existence based on shifting cultivation and animal husbandry. Agricultural practice included dry
land Cultivation of rice, corn and root crops. The Mambai-regarded by other groups as one of the poorest 
and most "backward" peoples in Timor-worked their gardens cooperatively by kin groups, herded water 
buffaloes, goats and pigs, but primarily used them in ceremonial exchanges. 
Small coffee holdings supplied a major source of cash. Like other Timorese, the Mambai lived in dispersed
hamlets of between two to five houses. 39 
The German agronomist, Metzner, who spent a year in the Baucau-Viqueque district studying methods of 
food production in an ecologically adverse zone, noted that rain-fed rice and irrigated field rice was 
expanding at the time of his research. 
Yet corn was the main crop otherwise grown by the method of bush-fallowing, meaning the cultivation of 
several plots of land in succession. As in much of Timor, such staples were supplemented by home gardens
growing a profusion of fruit trees, vegetables, tubers, etc. 40 
Writing of the social organization of the Ema (called Kemak by outsiders), and numbering 50,000 in 
colonial times, Clamigirand described them as living in a part of central Timor bounded by the sea to the 
north, the Bunaq territory to the south and west, and the Mambai to the east. Writing of her field site, 
Marabo, in the mountains, Clamagirand observed terraced fields built on rocky mountain slopes farmed 
according to shifting cultivation. The main subsistence crop of the Ema was corn although both dry and we
rice was grown, along with tubers, yams and taro. Additionally they raised Cattle and kept fowls. All Ema 
houses, she found, are built on stilts according to the same plan. But a core house at the centre of the 
community confirmed for the Ema the sense that their territory lay at the centre of the earth's navel or sacre
centre. 41 
Wet-field agriculture is the exception, and finds its place in only certain ecological conditions. In 1993 the 
author had occasion to observe at close hand the ingenuity of Timorese wet-rice cultivators in Baucau, 
especially in channel1ing natural sources of water mowing from limestone formations down the valley that
connects the town with the sea. Buffaloes churning a sea of mud in gently terraced and bunded rice paddies
suggest early contacts with other Southeast Asian societies. The scene is replicated on larger scale on the 
mood plains of the Manatuto river where primitive methods of winnowing padi rice is on open display 
today in the right season. Water buffaloes (frequently victims of war) are in high demand as for ritual 
purposes and also to pay bride prices. Otherwise Timorese keep a variety of domestic animals, pigs, 
chickens, Bali cattle, horses, goats, sheep, necessitating the construction of elaborate fences. 
But while the management of such exchanges at the level of barter involved a degree of political 
coordination, no Timorese as such were involved in the external trade process and hence no Timorese 
merchant caste 'emerged-1he hallmark of the Indian and Islamic influenced state systems further west. In a 
precarious ecological setting, where the communitarian or at least lineage mode of production dominated, 
Timorese society had entered a long period of relative social stasis, marked by relatively low technological 
development and relatively inward directed system of exchanges and contacts. Still, this did not preclude 
change absolutely. Invariably, external contacts, at least beginning with Chinese visitors, led to the 
incorporation of new cultural and material elements. 
While an item by item analysis of this diffusion and incorporation would be illuminating, suffice is to offer
the observations of one visitor to Timor in the late seventeenth century, William Dampier. Whereas, for 
example, Pigafetta passed no comment upon the near ubiquitous Timor pony, Dampier reckoned it was 
among a number of domestic animals introduced by the Dutch or Portuguese. Thus he was struck by the 
presence of ducks and geese at Kupang, but not at Lifau, whereas at Lifau he found beef cattle. 
On the other hand, the Dutch fort raised a different kind of black cattle. "Indian" Com, he observed, was a 
"common food" among the islanders, although the Portuguese and their Blends also grew some rice. 
Dampier also listed a profusion of fruits on Timor, many of which he attributed to Dutch or Portuguese 
importation, for example the pumpkin, although it is also possible that Pigafetta would have encountered 
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many of the citrus fruits of possible Chinese origin. We should, at the same time, be aware of elements of 
material change in Timorese society. Conceivably, the introduction by the Portuguese of the match-lock 
could also have been crucial in effecting major political or technological innovation, as definitely happened
in the wake of the Portuguese arrival in Tanegashima and elsewhere in Japan. But, as Dampier observed at 
first hand, rather than manufacturing guns, the Portugalized communities in the islands purchased them from
Batavia.42 
What is ignored in much of the colonial literature, including reports written by visitors, is the dynamism of 
the "native" or bazaar economy. There is no question that, alongside the monetized section of the economy 
that developed in colonial times, the subsistence or natural economy provided the backbone of economic 
life in the colony. As underscored below, in our discussion of rebellion, a major feature of the colonial 
economy in Portuguese Timor down unto modern times is the longevity of the primitive economy upon 
which the peasant cultivator was thrown back in times of adversity, including war, rebellion, natural disaste
and, as a way of protest against the solicitation of colonial labour recruiters and tax Collectors. 
Lazarowitz observed of the Makassai in 1975, that, according to season, up to 1,200 attended the markets a
Ossu. With the exception of some products like tobacco, he found that money was not involved in most 
transactions, just the barter of agricultural goods at a known rate.43 
To be sure the mercado semanal or weekly marketplace in Timor was more than just a commercial link in 
the process of exchange whether by barter or by sale. It was also a social point of contact between Timorese
of similar linguistic group or out-groups, between Timorese and non-Timorese including Chinese and 
Portuguese. It also served as the site of games, including gambling and cockfights. The cockfight ring 
located next to Dili's once vibrant municipal mercado represented this junction of commerce, social 
interaction, fortune and ritualized performance Par excellence. 

Slavery 

While in Timor it would not be accurate to talk of a slave mode of production per se, as no plantation 
industry developed along these lines before the late nineteenth century, nevertheless Timor was subject to a
long history of trafficking in both male and female slaves and even children. Indeed, slaves for the Batavia 
and Macau markets were, according to Boxer, the next most profitable commodity in Timor after 
sandalwood and a "constant supply of these unfortunates" was guaranteed-as explained below-by the 
internecine wars of the d'Hornays and da Costas.44 Although the Portuguese state was not directly 
involved- in any case the practice was not condoned by the Catholic church-Macassans, Chinese and, by 
the seventeenth century, the Dutch, were all engaged in the dispatch of Timorese slaves throughout the 
archipelago. In particular, Timorese slaves were used by the Dutch to work the nutmeg and mace 
plantations in Banda after the conquest and virtual extermination of the Bandanese in 1621.45 
Writing of the early decades of the nineteenth century, de Freycinet observed that male slaves in Timor 
fetched between 30-40 piastres, while females, according to their appearance, fetched as much as 100 
piastres.46 
He also observed that in traditional society where death was the punishment for a multitude of small 
offences, those who escaped capital punishment often became slaves. Warfare and capture also generated 
slaves. Even so, as de Flreycinet learned from his reading of Crawfurd, categories of slaves existed 
throughout the archipelago, ranging from prisoners-of-war, to debtors, to criminals, to foreigners, or their 
children. But in a domestic situation, he acknowledged that "slaves" as domestics could be treated with 
great affection and as members of the family.47 
But even when the regional slave trade was proscribed, debt bondage and other forms of indentured labour 
continued outside the circuits of accumulation and in line with a sense of differential measures of social 
value. Forms of bondage undoubtedly Continued up to the end of Portuguese colonial rule, usually at the 
level of household labour. To understand this phenomenon it is essential to set down certain facts relative to
the family in Timor, including the status of women and children. The observations made by A.A. Mendes 
Correa of the status of women in prewar Timor are also apposite. He declares that outside of zones where 
missionary activity was strong or where Portuguese authority had more fully asserted itself, the status of 
women appeared to be "subordinate". With few exceptions, the patrilineal family was the rule, although as 
instanced below, there have been "queens" in Timor, and, in the absence of male descendants, the right of 
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inheritance passes on to women. Yet while appearing as "a piece of merchandise for their parents", he 
reveals that they are not without rights. In fact, in a situation of exogamy between two sharply defined 
classes, the relationship between "husband providing clans" and "wife providing clans" proceeds according
to the complex rules of barlaque or wife-taking. For example, enslavement of the husband to the family of 
the wife can occur. In any case exogamy often involves elements of compulsion.48 
Cliff Morris has described a variant of this albeit benign practice in the modem period as likening the 
"slave" to a member of the family.49 

Conclusion 

Fundamentally, as described, Timor society conformed to the characteristic model of segmented societies o
eastern "Indonesia". There was no evidence of centralized state structures, at least along the lines of 
Indianized systems as found in islands to the west. While a certain amount of cultural borrowing occurred a
a result of foreign trade contacts, Timorese society had entered a long period of stasis at the time of the 
arrival of the first Christian missionaries. Broadly, in Wallersteinean language, the island of Timor 
conformed to the generalized category of a "minisystem" outside world-systems defined as regional 
divisions of labour composed of several cultural groups. Minisystems, by contrast, were "smal1scale 
systems covering a limited geographical area, within which all that is essential for the survival of the 
collectivity is done".50 
But in dignifying local holders of power with the appellation of rei, the Portuguese were precise. The 
exercise of statecraft by the liurai involved the creation of coalitions based on mutual interest in highly 
localized situations, either against local adversaries, or around relations with outsiders engaged in trade. As
we have stressed, it is important to view the indigenous political system as integral with traditional beliefs 
and practices, collective modes of productions, language and ethnicity, out-group relations, and, as shown 
below, even the means of waging war, the Timorese funu spanning generations. 
While such "feudal" and backward practices would not be missed in an independent Timor Loro Sae, as 
mentioned, sad is to say that much of the anthropological "present" of the 1970s described in this chapter no
longer exists. By 1983, to take one example, Forman's Makassai-or at least survivors of a form of ethnic 
cleansing practised by the Indonesian occupation especially in the Matabean ranges-were reduced to 
scavenging for wild roots with disease and hunger, especially among women and children, rife. As 
witnessed by the author in Baucau region ten years later, not much had changed. Forman, Traube and 
others have offered plaintive testimony as to the nature and scope of destruction of native Timorese society
since 1975. Correspondingly, all the more valuable that these precious ethnologies were actually 
accomplished on the threshold of cataclysmic change, a reference to the Indonesian-induced civil strife, 
invasion and occupation of the territory that would sweep all before it in the ensuing decades. 
In any case, as we shall view, throughout the period of Portuguese domination, as much under Indonesian 
rule, cultural 1egitimation by various Timorese actors as much attempts by the state and the missions to 
remake Timorese in their mould, comes to the heart of concerns over identity and, indeed, what constitutes 
indigenous form. 
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2 
The Discovery of Timor 

Relative to the seventeenth Century, little documentary evidence remains or has been uncovered on the 
Portuguese in Timor in the sixteenth Century, the Century of discovery, albeit, not yet permanent European
settlement on Timor. Whether this owes to Portuguese secrecy or, as the Portuguese writer Porfirio Campos
asserts, allegations of criminal negligence on the part of one Governor in allowing fire to destroy the Dili 
archives in 1779,1 
The problem remains for the modem student of Timor's history, just as it puzzled those Portuguese 
historians who sought to write the history of the island a century earlier. While, as discussed below, much 
can be inferred from the scattered and obscure writings of the first Dominican missionaries in the Lesser 
Sunda islands along with contemporary travellers' reports, we should not ignore a prior Chinese interest in 
Timor. Notably, as revealed by modern scholarship which emphasizes the importance of Asian regional 
networks and zones alongside the literature on "incorporation", it is important to consider the way that 
Timor fitted into or, at least, interrupted, Asian tributary and long-distance trading networks radiating out o
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variously, Java, Malacca and China, prefiguring by centuries European interest in the island's fabled source
of coveted sandal groves.2 

The Sandalwood Trade and Chinese Discovery of primer 

The importance of sandalwood to outsider interest in Timor is such to merit dig1'eSsion. Most studies of 
Timor agree that early contacts with Timor was linked with sandalwood exploitation. While santalum album
L is not unique to Timor, but also occurs in certain Pacific island groups, Madagascar, India, and Australia,
the islands of Timor, Sunda, and Solor were host to the highest quality white sandalwood in demand. Until 
resources were massively depleted in the nineteenth century, sandal was widely dispersed through rumor up
to 1300 metres in altitude. Crawfurd, writing in 1820, observed of this perfumed wood, that the best "is that
nearest the root of the tree; and for this reason, the largest billets are the highest priced". 3 
Writing of the ancient sandalwood trade, the geographer Ormeling offers that it bore the character of a thin 
gold thread linking Timor with Java's coasts add on to India and China. In both these countries the aromatic
wood found use in religious and burial ceremonies long before the advent of the Portuguese. Chinese 
incense sticks offer but one example of the use of sandal in powdered form. It was also the coveted raw 
material used for the carving of fans and boxes. Oil extracted from sandal was also highly valued. As such, 
sandal entered the circuits of long-distance trade as a luxury item. Despite the entry of this commodity into 
world market, Timor was relatively untouched; transactions were mainly with local rulers and the foreign 
impact was restricted to the coastal regions.4 
Dutch scholars have established that, at the time of the Javanese empire of Srivijaya (circa tenth century 
AD), sandalwood from Timor was transported to the Malacca Straits area and then via the 
monsoon-controlled trade routes to India and China. 
Crawfurd, citing local "annals", observed that as early as 1332 the Javanese along with Malays frequented 
Ternate in the Spice Islands as the "first link in the long commercial chain" reaching from the Moluccas to 
Europe. There is no question that sandal from Timor entered this chain as a commodity of Indian or Arab 
trade.5 
We also know from such Chinese sources as the 1225 accounts of the Chinese Inspector of Overseas Trade
Chau-Ju-Kua, that Timor was regarded as a place rich in sandalwood. Ming dynasty records are more 
eloquent on the subject, describing Timor as an island covered with the aromatic wood and having at least 
twelve landing places where Chinese merchants made their landfall.6 Also from this time a direct sea route
to Timor was opened up by Chinese navigators through the Sulu and Celebes seas to the Moluccas.7 
From his reading of Chinese sources on this question, Roderich Ptak has established that the earliest extant 
Chinese description of Timor is that contained in the Tao-i chin-lueh (circa 1350): 
  
  [Timor's] mountains do not grow any other trees but sandalwood which is most abundant. It is traded for 
silver, iron, cups, cloth from Western countries and coloured taffetas. There are altogether twelve localities
which are called ports... 

In any case, the Tao-i chin-lueh, is of interest in suggesting, inter alia, direct trade between Timor and 
China, high profits realized from the sale of sandal, and the presence of possible Javanese, Indian, or Arab 
traders in Timorese ports as bearers of goods from the west.8 
 While no other Yuan or early Ming sources refer lo the continuation of direct trade between Timor and 
China, Ptak speculates that it could be either accidental, or the rise of Majapahit on Java in the second half 
of the fourteenth century may have interrupted the trade routes. Though Chinese documentation on the 
South Seas trade increases exponentially because of maritime activity connected with Cheng Ho's famous 
expeditions, there is no hard evidence that his ships directly touched Timor. Ptak summarizes that, in the 
period before Portugal's conquest of Malacca, it is fair to assume that sandalwood was shipped to China by 
both Chinese and non-Chinese merchants on the main commercial routes running via the Celebes, the 
Moluccas, and the Sulus, before 1400, and via Java, and Malacca after 1400. 9 
Indeed, this is confirmed by an anonymous Chinese manuscript entitled Shun Feng Hsiang Sung or "Flair 
Winds for Escort", a nautical compendium 'composed about 1430 with additions up until or after l571. 
Timor figures as the southernmost destination out of 100 voyages mentioned, albeit connected by the 

Page 14



western route across the South China sea. Sailing instructions for the route from Patani to Timor reveal 
direct passage off the east coast of the Malay peninsula, via Tioman, Karimata, south towards Bantam on 
Java, east through the lesser Sunda islands, entering the Sapi strait between Sumbawa and Komodo island, 
continuing east skirting the southern shores of Flores but with Sumba in sight direct to the western end of 
Timor (Ch'ih-wen). From here the Chinese traders chose a course that would take them either to the north o
south coast of the island, in the latter case sighting Solor (Su-1, ta-shan). The voyage from Bantam, after 
skirting the north coast of Java, follows close to the same itinerary. Besides naming Kupang (Chu-Pang), 
the Shun Feng Hsiang Sung, indicates five other toponyms on the north coast of Timor visited by Chinese 
ships. Mills, who has studied this question, identifies these places as Tanjung Sulamu at the entrance of 
Kupang Bay, Batek Island, Wini, and, proceeding eastwards, perhaps Tanjung Tuwak Mesi, Maubara, 
Loiquiero, and the northeast extremity of Timor. Six places are mentioned on the south coast of Timor, at 
the end of the Roti Strait, in the vicinity of Noilmina Bay, and Amanubang.l0 
Antonio Pigafetta, scribe aboard the Victoria, sole surviving ship of Magellan's circumnavigation, also 
passed specific comment on Timor's sandalwood trade and the role of Chinese in this trade.11 

All the sandalwood and wax which is traded by the people of Java and Malacca comes From this place, 
where we found a junk of Lozzon which had Come to trade for sandalwood... and the goods which are 
commonly taken in trade for the sandal are red cloth, linen, steel, iron and nails. 

Of this it can be adduced that, by acting as intermediaries, the "people of Java" delivered up sandal and wax
to Malacca thereby connecting Timor with the major arc of Chinese trading-tributary networks in the South
China sea zone, while the presence of the "junk of Lozzon", Suggests a resumption of a more direct route to
China, albeit via the less favoured eastern route according to prevailing winds and the trading season. We 
do not know the size of this trading junk, but it could have been considerable. Chinese sea-going junks of 
the early 1600s were frequently 400 to 800 tons capacity often carrying crews of up to 500. The point is, 
however, that China's retreat into isolation after the great maritime. voyages of the Ming, coupled with the 
dramatic irruption of Portuguese seapower into the South China Sea, meant a fundamental shift in the way 
that trade was Conducted, including the trade in sandal, notwithstanding the obligatory accommodation on 
the part of the Iberian power with local tributary networks. 

The European Discovery of Timor 

With Afonso d'Alberquerque's conquest of the Muslim Sultanate of Malacca astride the strategic straits of 
that name on 15 August 1511, Coming only three' years after the Conquest of Goa, Portugal was poised at, 
perhaps, the greatest moment in its historical world expansion, namely the thrust eastwards, to the source o
silk and silver in China, and Japan, and to the source of fabled spices in the Moluccas islands. Ideological 
vindication for this dramatic thrust eastwards received additional stimulus with the news that the Treaty of 
Tordesillas (1494) had just awarded Portugal the whole hemisphere from the Atlantic to the China Sea, 
although it is significant that the island famed for its sandalwood is not mentioned in this document. Within
months of the conquest of Malacca, Alberquerque received Royal orders to send an expedition to the 
Moluccas, to determine which side of the meridian they lay, to establish relations with local rulers, and to 
secure a Portuguese monopoly over the spices and sandalwood trade. 
To achieve this mission, Antonio de Abreu, hero of the siege of Malacca, was chosen to head a fleet of 
three vessels. Second-in-command was Francisco Serrao accompanied by Francisco Rodriques, the pioneer
cartographer of the East Indies. 
Legend-but not history -also has it that Fernao Magellan accompanied this mission which departed Malacca
in November 1511. Arriving in the Moluccas, Serrao was left behind while Abreu and Rodriques turned 
southwest coasting along the interlocked group of islands comprising Wetar, Timor, Alor, and Solor "all so
close together as to appear like one entire mainland". But whether or not they actually sighted Timor 
remains a matter of some conjecture. According to Mclntyre, Timor was sighted and marked on a chart, but
the landing was made at Solor. This author finds it possible that a number of degredado or deported 
convicts were unloaded at Solor, the genesis of the Solor-Timor Colony.12 
Portuguese historians Armando Cortesao and Humberto Leitao, both of whom made careful study of the 
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relevant rota or sailing directions, refute evidence that Timor was sighted on this journey. 
While Flores and Solor were charted and represented by Rodriques in the form of pictograph 
representations of mountains and even human settlements, and while the expedition undoubtedly Coasted 
past the northern coast of the lesser Sunda chain to the east of Flores, it is not the same as saying that direct
observation of Timor was made. Nevertheless, as these authors confirm, one can adduce from various letter
and documents that within three years of the first mission out of Malacca, direct contact had been made wit
Timor by the Portuguese. 13 
While Timor along with the Moluccas was undoubtedly known to the Portuguese from the time of their 
arrival at Malacca, or even earlier as sandal from Timor was one of the trade items entering the marketplace
in Goa, the name of the fabled island is first mentioned in Portuguese documentation in a letter written by 
Rui de Brito Patalim to King Manuel on 2 January 1514. 4 
The apocothery and envoy of the first Portuguese mission to China, Tome Pires, noted in his Suma Orienta
in 1515, a route "entre esta illa da Solor e de Bima e o canal para as ilhas de Timor", and that junks go there
for sandal.15 
 Timor, along with Solor, is also mentioned in several paragraphs in the manuscript of Duarte Barbosa 
entitled "Livro em que da relacao do que viu e ouviu no Oriente", written in 1516. 16 
Additionally, a report drafted for the King of Portugal from the Captain of Malacca, Afonso Lopes da Costa
successor of Jorge de Brito, is explicit in revealing direct contacts with Timor: "os nossos junques que varo
pera banda de Timor e Malaquo". From this, and other fragmentary documentation such as price figures for
sandal that appear in correspondence sent from Malacca, we can confirm that within a few years of the 
conquest of Malacca the Portuguese had set on a course that would lead to the exploration of the islands 
east of Java and that the key motivating factor was direct access to the source of the lucrative sandal trade. 
17 
Needless to say, Portuguese intelligence on the Sunda archipelago expanded rapidly in this period. In 
several paragraphs of the Suma Oriental, Tome Pares crystallizes extant commercial knowledge on Solor, 
Timor and Sumba, specifically mentioning the presence of "heathen" kings, Solor's food resources along 
with all-important sulphur, and, with much emphasis, the singularity of the sandal reserves on Sumba and 
Timor. As Pires declaims: "The Malay merchants say that God made Timor for sandalwood and Banda for 
mace and the Moluccas for cloves, and that this merchandise is not known anywhere else in the world". 18 
While documentation on specific Malacca-Timor voyages undertaken by Portuguese in this period are 
extremely thin, one, that of Jorge Fogasa undertaken in 1516, undoubtedly commissioned by Jorge de Brito
(1515-17) is recorded in the form of a letter from Malacca to King Manuel. We lean that the expedition 
successfully brought back to Malacca lucrative amounts of sandal. But it was also apparently the case that 
Fogasa resorted to force in the act of collection, perhaps also sowing the seeds of future conflict. As, the 
letter continues, "they left a land in revolt, since the Portuguese men bludgeoned the merchants of the land"
19 
It is noteworthy that no specific mention is made in early documents of the e1.eCtion of a padrao or stone 
monument on Timor, the typical Portuguese practice and symbol of conquest, nor does it appear that the 
Portuguese ever consummated any single act of conquest on Timor in stone or by treaty. Moreover, the 
Portuguese record of this age offers no explicit description of Timor. Unless further documentation comes t
light, this honour owes to Antonio Pigafetta. Unquestionably, the arrival off the village of Amabau 
(Ambeno) near Batugede on the north central coast of Timor on 26 January 1522 of the Victoria captained 
by Juan Sebastian del Cano along with a crew of 46 Spaniards and 13 native crew acquired on the course 
of the voyage through the Philippines and Moluccas islands, heralded the discovery of rumor in Europe. As
with other islands and kingdoms in the archipelago visited by the Victoria, Pigafetta's description of Timor 
is singular-especially concerning trade, local economy and kingship-Wand bears retelling in full: 

On Saturday the twenty-fifth of January, one thousand five hundred and twenty-two, we departed From the
island of Mallua [Alor]. And on the Sunday following we came to a large island five leagues distant from 
the other, between south and southwest. And I went ashore alone to speak to the chief man of a town 
named Amabau, that he might give us provisions. lie answered that he would give us oxen, pigs, and goats;
but we could not ag1.ee together, because he desired for an ox, too many things of which we had little. 
Wherefore since hunger constrained us, we retained in our ships one of their principal men with a son of 
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his, who was from another town called Balibo. And fearing lest we kill them, they gave us six oxen, five 
goats, and two pigs, and to complete the number often pigs and ten goats they gave us an ox, for we had set
them to this ransom. Then we sent them ashore very well pleased, for we gave them linen, cloths of silk and
of cotton, knives, mirrors, and other things. 
It is notable that despite an 18-day sojourn on the island, Pigafetta fails to mention the presence of certain 
dietary staples, suggesting, perhaps, that eon was introduced by the Portuguese in historical times. While he
did not speak of Timor as a new European discovery, he did, however, pass allusion to the presence on the 
island of the "maladie Portugaise", "Saint Job's" disease or venereal disease that could only have been 
passed on by travellers from the "New World", in other words by Iberian sailors. 
On the people of Timor, their form of government and the enduring myth of Timor gold, Pigafetta 
continued: 
This lord of Amabau, to whom I spoke, had only women to serve him. They go all naked like the others, 
and wear in their ears little gold rings hanging from silk threads, and on their arms, up to the elbow, they 
have many bracelets of gold and of cotton. And the men go, like the women, but they have and wear on 
their neck certain gold rings as large and round as a trencher, and set in their hair bamboo combs garnished
with gold. And some of them Wear other gold ornaments... 
On the other side of the island are four brothers, its kings. And where we were there are only towns, and 
some chiefs and lords of them. The names of the habitations of the four kings are: Oibich [Behale], 
Lichsana [Liquisa?], Suai, and Cabanazza [Camanassa]. Oibich is the largest town. In Cabanazza (as we 
were told) a quantity of gold is found in a mountain, and they purchase all their things with certain small 
gold pieces which they have. 

For once and for all Timor becomes part of the Western geographical imagination, as much an extension of
Cartesian space: 

All this island is inhabited, and it is very long from east to west but not very wide from south to north. It is 
in the latitude often degrees towards the Antarctic Pole, and in the longitude of one hundred and sixty-four 
and a half degrees from the line of partition, and it is named Timor. 20 

Long years would pass before Timor would enter the written record in Europe, a matter of discretion as 
much naval and mercantile intelligence.21 
Still, cartographic images of Timor and Solor heralded the islands to a world audience. 
Beginning with Rodriques' map of c.1513, which marks Timor with the inscription, "onde nasce o 
sandalo", the island is also depicted in the Atlas Miller in 1519, the Pedro Reinel map of 1520, the Diego 
Ribeiro's world map of 1529, and the socalled Dieppe maps or mappe monde. With the production of the 
Pierre Descaliers' map of 1550, the Lesser Sunda Islands from Flores to Timor are well delineated. 
As heralded by the publication in 1615 of Declaracao de Malacca, Timor also had a special place in the 
cartographic design or at least imagination-of the Malaccaborn Luso-Malay cosmographer and "discoverer"
of Australia, Manuel Godinho de Eredia. But more was at stake than mere cartographic representation. 
Unquestionably, the Portuguese (and Spanish) monopoly over the basic facts of navigation in eastern water
took a plunge with the "defection" of Dutchman Jan Huyghen van Linschoten, five years Secretary to the 
Viceroy of Goa, whose massively documented and copiously illustrated ltinerium ofte Schipvaert naer Oast
ofte Portugaels lndien, published in Amsterdam in 1596, aided the Dutch in their advance, even though his 
information may not have been decisive. 

The Solor-Flores Zone 

Although well established in the Moluccas by 1522 where treaties secured between the Portuguese and the 
Sultan of Ternate guaranteed a monopoly over the clove trade, at least until a resurgent Ternate drove them
out in 1574, Portugal was as yet unable to establish a permanent settlement on Timor. Rather, in 1556, two 
years after founding a church in Malacca, members of the Dominican order, named after their early 
thirteenth century Spanish founder, Domingos de Gusmao, chose to first settle the small island of Solor to 
the northwest of Timor. This act owed to the pioneering evangelism of Father Antonio Taveira. While the 
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Society of Jesus had spearheaded evangelization in China, Japan, and other parts of Southeast Asia, the 
appointment of Dominican superiors to the newly founded dioceses of Malacca and Cochin, an initiative 
made possible by a papal bull of 1558 creating the bishopric of Goa, led to the reservation of the Lesser 
Sunda islands to the attentions of the Order of Preachers.22 
As with Timor, Solor, also known as Solor Velho or Lamaquera, Was known to the Portuguese from the 
time of their arrival in Malacca or even before. Fortified by the Dominicans to afford protection to local 
Christian villages against Muslim raiders from the Celebes, Solor emerged as the main entrepot for 
Portuguese trading activities in the eastern archipelago or what is described here as the Flores Solor zone, 
providing a haven from the malarial coasts of Timor and a good anchorage where ships could wait out the 
Changing monsoon winds.23 
For these and other reasons, we have a far better picture of the early years of Portuguese activity in Solor 
than on Timor even a hundred years later. That Solor is better documented / than Timor also owes to the 
publication and survival of various missionary texts and church histories that began to be published in 
Europe in the early decades of the seventeenth century, among them, as mentioned, Joao de Santos', 
Ethiopia Oriental and Luis de Sousa's Historia de S. Domingos. 
In this formative period, the Estado da India, a reference to Portugal's eastern empire based on Goa, appear
to have had relatively little interest in directly con trolling the islands, leaving the Dominicans to exercise 
both religious and temporal power. In any case, by the early 1560s, with the arrival of principal missionarie
and the construction on Solor of a monastery, the Dominicans claimed some 5,000 converts in Solor, Timor
and Flores.24 while Dominican texts are not in agreement as to the founding date of the Solor fort, 
according to Leitao, planning for its construction was obviously a priority as the isolated settlement came 
under threat from marauding Muslim warriors, and in 1566 a stone and lime Construction was in place. 
From an early date units of armed guards were contracted with one of their number nominated as Captain 
and Confirmed as such by Malacca or Goa. 
The link with Goa, then the site of the major Portuguese arsenal in the East, was strengthened in 1575 with 
the arrival of an armed ship along with captain and twenty soldiers.25 
In 1595, the Estado da India assumed the right to appoint the Captain, a matter fiercely contested by the 
Dominicans who saw their privileges reduced. The first incumbent under the new system was Antonio 
Viegas.26 
The seasonal character of trade, or in Anthony Reid's phrase, "the seasonality of voyaging" has to be 
remarked upon, especially as the Solor-Flores zone is monsoonal and the long distance trade linking the 
islands to Goa and later Macau depended upon the rhythm of the trade winds. Invariably over long time the
caravels departed Goa in April or September laying over in Malacca until the end of the year for the 
southward-blowing monsoon. Certain of the cargo of prized Indian fabrics would be traded in Java for 
Chinese copper coinage in turn exchanged on the journey eastwards for rice and low quality cotton goods 
in Sumbawa, later to be bartered for spices in Banda and Ternate. Some of these voyages reached Solor and
others touched rumor seeking out sandal, returning to Malacca with the southeast monsoon between May 
and September. Unquestionably, this seasonality not only ensured the development of entrepots where 
traders waited out the changes of winds but, in the case of Solor and Timor, eventually led to permanent 
settlement by priests and officials 27 
The religious and commercial importance of Solor is also nagged in the Livro das Cidades, e Fortalezas, a 
handwritten Portuguese account dating from 1582. 
Solor is described as hosting a number of Dominican priests along with a fortaleza or small fortification 
from where the Captain of the Solor fort, answered to Malacca and to where trade to the value of 3,000 to 
4,000 cruzados annually was directed. Timor was identified as the lucrative source of red and white 
sandalwood and gold. Trade in these items with India via Malacca was said to be worth 500 cruzados. 
More valuable still was the trade between Macau and Timor reckoned at 1,000 cruzados, 28 
although this would not yet have been direct. 
By any measure, the Solor story is incredible for the number of times it changed hands. In 1598, the fort of 
Laboiana (Levahojong or Lavang), after the principal settlement on the northern side of the island, was 
partly burnt in an abortive rebellion mounted by native forces against the Captain Antonio de Andria, 
although soon rebuilt and restored. We know that it was well located close to the sea but on high ground 
with deep valleys on either side. In 1602 Muslim Buginese attacked the fort with a force of 37 ships and 
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3,000 men. Only the chance arrival of a Portuguese meet lifted the siege. Needless to say, the risks 
undertaken by the Dominicans pioneers often led to an early death, by disease, shipwreck or more 
gloriously, martyrdom at the hands of their Mouro or Islamic opponents. 
Certain images of the rectangular-shaped and bulwarked fort and churches of Solor have been bequeathed 
to history. Among them is the gravure of Solor reproduced in Pedro Barreto de Resende's Livro do Estado 
da India Oriental published in 1646. Not to put too fine a point on it, the Solor fort, along with that of Tidor
and Macau, represented the easternmost trading post of the Portuguese in a system of fortified cities and 
islands stretching from Sofala, Mombassa and Mozambique island on the African coast, to the fortress of 
Muscat and Ormuz in the Gulf area, to Diu, Goa, Cochin and the Coromandel coast of India, to various 
points on Ceylon and the Bay of Bengal to Malacca astride the straits of that name. But having won out 
against Muslim rivals in the Indian ocean, the Portuguese were badly exposed in the eastern archipelago to 
European rivals in what appeared as a zero sum game in the scramble for riches over souls. 
Inevitably, the arrival in the East Indies in the last years of the sixteenth century of ships belonging to 
Protestant Holland brought the Portuguese and Dutch into direct conflict in the Far East. Although Dutch 
merchant ships used to trade to Lisbon before transshipping their goods to northern Europe, this cosy 
arrangement came to an abrupt end with the 1585 "Act of Abjuration" on the part of the United Provinces 
signalling a virtual war between Holland and Spain. Between 1585 and 1600 ten prohibitions against trade 
with Spain and Portugal were issued by the States General. In 1589-90 English and Portuguese meets 
clashed off India and, with the arrival of Captain James Lancaster at Bantam on Java in 1601 England also 
entered into direct competition with Holland and Portugal for the eastern trade. Eager to Control the source
of nutmeg and other spices at the source, the Dutch carried the fight to the Moluccas driving the Portuguese
out of Tidor in 1604-06, only to have Spain fill the Portuguese role. But neither was the Portuguese position
enviable in Malacca, where they fought running wars against Muslim rivals in Aceh and Johore, and from 
1606, began to bear the full brunt of the Dutch challenge. The Dutch, notably agents of the newly founded 
Dutch East India Company (VOC) which visited 1"imor for the first time in 1613, also sought to west 
control over the lucrative sandalwood trade in the Lesser Sunda islands. 
In this year a Dutch meet under Apollonius Schotte succeeded in capturing the Portuguese fort on Solor, bu
not before the doughty Dutch captain had sailed into Botton (Buton) a strategic island off the southeast 
coast of the Celebes midway between Java and the Moluccas, where he signed a treaty with the local 
authority, probably only converted to Islam some 23 years prior. Arriving off the fort on Solor on 17 
January 1613, Schotte's ships bombarded the fortification, while troops landing to attack from the rear burn
the town around it, capturing the fort from Alvarez, the Portuguese commander, the following April. 
According to the terms of surrender, the Portuguese were free to return to Malacca. Alvarez obliged, 
although a number of so-called "black" Christians deserted to the Dutch side. Altogether some thousand 
Portuguese, "blacks" and mestico, along with seven Dominican priests, took refuge in Larantuca close by 
on the eastern tip of Flores, where the Dominicans had earlier established a college in 1599. From Schotte's
description Solor and Flores hosted a complex socio-religious demography. On Solor he identified three 
villages of "new" Christians, with another six on Flores, each Christian village ruled by a military officer 
and priest. His account also offers one of the earliest references to the presence of guns in these 
Christianized communities, alongside such traditional weapons as bows and arrows, shields and sabres. 
Besides a large mass of unconverted villagers, he found five Muslim villages on Solor variously subject to 
the Sultanates of Macassar and Temate. Leader of the anti-Portuguese camp in the islands he identified as 
one Kitebal, a forced Christian convert whose father had been killed by the Portuguese and who entertained
correspondence with Muslim rulers on Botton, Macassar and Bintan and also with the king of Mena on 
Timor. 29 
Renamed by the Dutch, Fort Henricus, the Solor fort was placed under the Command of Adriaan van der 
Velde, who, according to historian Manuel Teixeira, destroyed the church and Misericordia allowing the 
converts to lapse back into idolatry. Abandoned in 1615, the fort in Solor was reoccupied in 1618 by 
Captain Crijin van Raemburch, installed as Opperhoofd or Chief. In May 1620 van Raemburch launched 
an unsuccessful attack on Larantuca still the major centre of Portuguese influence in the islands. In 1621, 
the Portuguese, in turn, failed to retake the island, now defended with Muslim help. A Dutch attack against 
Larantuca in 1621 also failed. Meanwhile, bad morale in the Dutch camp led to numerous desertions 
including, in 1624, Jan Thomaszoon, van Raemburch's successor as commander of the Solor fort.30 
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In a fateful turn of events, and to the great dismay of the Dutch, the new Captain of Solor, Jan de Horney, 
likewise deserted to the Portuguese of Larantuca in February 1629. This act prompted the VOC to again 
abandon the Solor fort. 31 
Jan de Hornay's desertion induced the Dominicans to reoccupy the fort in April 1630. This was achieved by
a group of missionaries arriving from Malacca via Larantuca, numbering Antonio de Sao Jacinto and 
Christovao Rangel, later Bishop of Cochin. Working with Rangel and the mission, the new Portuguese 
Captain Major of Solor, Francisco Fernandes, set about the restoration of the damaged fortress and convent
This he achieved with the help of Macau which provided finance in the form of 700 patacas, six Chinese 
craftsmen including a fundidor or cannon-maker, muskets, and several of the esteemed cannons 
manufactured in Macau by the master cannonmaker, Bocarro. Fortified with 15 cannons, the Solor 
defenders successfully repelled a Dutch attack under Tombergen on 18 June 1636. 
Even so, the Dominicans soon abandoned the fort which remained untenanted for the next ten years at 
which time, in February 1646, it was reclaimed by the Dutch.32 
As revealed by a letter of 1642 from the controller of customs at Goa to King Joao IV of Portugal signalling
the discovery of copper on the island, a request to dispatch a caravella (caravel) to take over of the fort cam
too late or was ignored. 33 
Forced by the Dutch from Solor in 1636, the Portuguese moved their base to Laruntuca, often confused in 
period maps and writings as Solor itself, albeit in the same trading zone. The Dominicans also fortified the 
island of Mbinge (Ende) in Flores in the late sixteenth century, then an active site of commerce in 
sandalwood and slaves. 
Ousted in 1630 by acts of local intrigue, certain of the surviving Portuguese or at least Portugalized 
community settled in the tiny, nearby kingdoms of Sica and Paga, surviving under notional Portuguese rule
until the nineteenth century. Overall, the Portuguese settlement at Flores in the 1620-30 period was an 
integral part of a commercial network in which traders from Cochin, the Coromandel coast, Malacca, 
Macau, Manila, and increasingly, Macassar, all participated. 34 
In 1647 the Dominicans, namely Antonio de Sao Jacinto, commenced building a fortification at Kupang 
which, as Boxer observes, was rightly sited at the best harbour and most strategic point on the island. With 
Sao Jacinto's recall to Goa in 1649, the Captain-Major Francisco Carnerio took over the fort.35 
Only following an earthquake in Solor in 1653 were the Dutch encouraged to take over the Portuguese 
fortification, renaming it Concordia, thus beginning their domination of west Timor right down until 
Indonesia's full independence in 1949. From 1654-65, the Dutch entered into the first major "contracts" 
with the rulers of five Small states on the northwest coast of Timor that ring the Bay of Kupang, the 
so-caned "five loyal allies" of the Company. 36 
It was small solace for Portugal that even after a Treaty of Peace was signed between King Joao IV and the
United Provinces on 12 June 164l, Dutch meets continued to harass the Portuguese off Goa and Ceylon, 
and, more damaging, one year following Portugal's restoration of independence from Spain, carried the 
siege of Malacca, effectively blockaded since 1633. This devastating blow to Portuguese power in the east 
also led certain of the Portuguese to relocate to Macassar under the protection of the Sultan of Gowa, while
others made their way to Larantuca. But the Dutch were also determined to destroy this network to its 
advantage. After repeated attacks, the VOC succeeded in defeating Gowa in the Battle of Macassar in 
1667. 
While this victory signalled a shift in the local balance of power between Portuguese and Dutch, on the one
hand, and the Dutch and Muslims, on the other, again Larantuca received a further infusion of Portuguese 
refugees. 
Lach and van Kley have drawn attention to detailed information on Solor published in Lisbon in 1635. Of 
particular interest is the account of Miguel Rangel (1645), written to demonstrate that the Dominican fort o
Solor was necessary to ensure free access to Timor's sandalwood and to protect the Portuguese and native 
Christians living there and on the neighbouring islands of Timor, Flores, and Ende. While Rangel waxes 
eloquent over Solor's salubrious natural endowments and trading advantages, his memo on the presence of 
all materials required for the manufacture of gunpowder, along with the presence of suitable timber for 
house and shipbuilding, offers certain insights as to the original choice of Solor as a place of settlement. 37
Besides Solor island itself, the Portuguese found in all the islands of the Solor group an abundance of trade 
commodities that complemented the specific natural resources required to support mercantile and religious 
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communities in this isolated and hostile region of the archipelago. In fact, Solor was a dry and barren island
and, besides the presence of game, produced little of its own food resources and was dependent upon 
imports from other islands. As Leitao points out, none of the islands were properly speaking vassal of any 
other power. Neither was there any form of centralized kingship on the islands. Rather, each settlement was
ruled by a chief, on Solor know as sangue-de-pete and on the other islands atacabel or atuluque. 38 
But then, as now, the islands of the Solor-Flores zone were remote in the archipelago, separated by 
dangerous straits and swift running tides. Barnes, who carried out research on one of the islands of the 
group between 1969-71, describes the population as fractured and distributed among many quite small 
societies and linguistic groups on a multitude of islands. The only unity he found was that the peoples of 
Andonara, Solor, and Lemblata spoke several mutually intelligible dialects of the Solor or Lamaholot 
language. Most of these peoples, he found, were simple slash-and-bum agriculturalists, living in mountain 
villages. The staple was dry rice or maize with some secondary crops for sale, depending upon access to 
markets. Some villages depended upon trade, 39 facts confirmed by the author in the course of a two-day 
visit to Kalahbahi on Alor Island in August 1974. 
Vi11iers' study on Portuguese trading links with the Solor group of islands is the most useful in English 
language. The largest of the islands, Flores, he writes, was the best endowed by nature, and especially 
capable of producing on irrigated fields a substantial surplus of rice, alongside yams, beans, sweet potatoes
sugar cane, and millet. Flores also produced gamuti, a strong fibre used for ropes and ship's cables. In 
Flores, the Dominicans soon put to good use the sulphur produced by the volcanoes in the Straits of Flores 
and the Bay of Ende, along with saltpetre to be found in Larantuca to Produce gunpowder of "high 
quality". 40 
The island of Ende (sometimes Ende Menor or Torre) on the south coast of Flores was, according to Boxer
the most important for the Portuguese after Solor. Fortified in 1595 by Fir. Simao Pacheco and supporting 
three churches, one inside the fortress and two outside, the Portuguese were driven out by native rebellions 
in 1605 and again in 1630. Dominican sources speak of a relief expedition sent to the Christian village of 
Ende in 1660.41 
 But, as mentioned, it was Larantuca which emerged as the major fortified Portuguese settlement in the 
Solor islands, especially after the decline of Solor. This was accomplished by the Dominican Father Rangel
who, with the blessing of the Captain-Major of Larantuca, Francisco Fernandes, returned B70m Macau 
with money, workers, a gunpowder machine, iron-plated doors, and artillery.42 
English privateer William Dampier, who visited Timor in 1699 soon after his not-too-successful voyage of 
discovery to Australia leant secondhand that Larantuca was "more populous than any Town on Timor; the 
Island Ende affording greater Plenty in all manner of Fruit, and being much better supplied with all 
Necessaries, than Laphao". 43 
Such confusion over nomenclature could be excused on the part of Dampier, as Flores was known 
variously by seventeenth century navigators and writers as Servite, Ilha Grande, Larantuca, Ende, Ende 
Grande, Solor, Solor Grande, Solor Novo and Mangerai. 
Unlike Solor, the island of Adonara (sometimes Dnara, Lamala, Crama or Sebrao) was densely populated 
with seven or eight villages along one coast, most animist, but including one that converted to Christianity 
although, by the seventeenth century, converted to Islam. This beachhead of Islam was an obstacle to 
Portuguese dominance on Adonara but the Islamic element provided a reliable trade link to the Portuguese 
on Larantuca in times of peace. Fast of Adonara, the island of Lomblen (also know as Lobela, Levo-leva or
the modem Lembata), was seldom visited by the Portuguese. Except for a Muslim village, the population 
was entirely pagan. Nevertheless, Lomblen produced a surplus in foodstuffs, and kept up a trade in wax, 
tortoiseshell, whale products, and slaves. Pantar island, (also known as Galiao, Putar, Also, Gal6cio and 
Pondai along with the other small islands in the Straits of Alor, did not apparently support any Christian 
communities. Pantar, was, however, known as a source of very pure sulphur. Alor (Malua), where 
cannibalism was said to be practised, even up until the mid-t3eflentieth century, hosted neither Muslim nor 
Christian communities. Portuguese interest in Alor was confined to the collection of wax, slaves and 
tortoiseshell. The Portuguese also fanned out to the islands of Roti and Sam off the western tip of Timor, 
making Solor and, particularly, Larantuca, key marketplaces for the archipelago-wide trade in slaves. By 
1599, according to the Ethiopia Oriental of Fr. Joao de Santos, the Dominicans had built a total of 18 
Churches in the Solor islands, five in Solor, eight in F'1ores, three in Ende, and two on Adonara. 44 
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Boxer contends that it is not easy to ascertain who was even in control of affairs in Larantuca as there were
always many candidates for the Captaincy among the mixed Larantuqueiro community of Portuguese 
soldiers, adventurers, Macanese traders, Dutch deserters, Chinese smugglers, and various racial admixtures
Nevertheless, it is clear that the principal contestants were, as described in the following chapter, the two 
Eurasian swashbucklers, Antonio de Hornay and Matheus da Costa. 45 
With Larantuca and Solor as fortified bases, hosting substantial Christianized communities with basic 
ecclesiastical institution established, with thriving marketplaces and manufacturies to support the seaborne 
trade, the Estado da. India established a commercial network, linked with the annual ships to Malacca but 
capable of a high degree of self-sufficiency and economic autonomy outside of the requirement for cannon 
and certain specialist trade Commodities such as iron goods and cottons. But, with the fall of Solor to the 
Dutch in 1613, Larantuca was developed as the principal Centre of Portuguese influence in the Lesser 
Sunda Islands. 
By the 1620s, Larantuca was linked to Macassar, where the Portuguese were also established, and, in turn 
to Macau, especially in the trade in sandal. 

The Dutch and the Sandalwood Trade 

While obviously the Portugaise Were Well informed from the earliest days as to the sources of sandal on 
Timor, their Calvanist rivals were not far behind. As Jan Huyghen van Linschoten, mote in his ltinerario 
"Timor has whole wildernesses of sandalwood and from thence it is carried to and throughout India, where 
it is used by Indians, Moors, Heathens and Jews". 46 
Linschoten also observed that three species of the aromatic wood grew in Timor, namely red-yellow 
sandalwood which predominated in the east of the island, otherwise much in demand in India for various 
medicinal, cosmetic, and religious purposes, a citrono species regarded as of low quality found in the west 
of the island, and, in the centre, a yellow variety in high demand in Macau.47 
Given this knowledge it is not so surprising that in the account of the Esrste Shipvaart, the first voyage to 
the East Indies by the Dutch (1595-97), sandalwood was recommended as an article offering good 
profits.48 
Neither were the English backward in their knowledge of Timor's sandalwood. 
John Saris, who resided in the great trading mart of Bantam on the north coast of Java, between 1605 and 
1609 prior to setting up English East India Company operations in Hirado in Japan, wrote of rumor that "it 
affords great store of Chindana, by us called white saunders, the greatest logs being accounted best". Of the
trade in sandal along with "great cakes" of wax brought from Timor to Bantam by Chinese traders, Saris 
observed from market prices fetched in Bantam that it brought "great profit" when traded against such item
in high demand in Timor as chopping knives, small bugles, porcelain, coloured taffaties, and pieces of 
silver. 
While, as Saris mentions, one of his men actually ventured to Timor with Chinese traders to investigate the
trade at first hand, 49 
The English did not succeed in following up the sandal trade with Timor at the source. 
Ormeling asks, with good reason, what w-as Dutch interest in a commodity that had virtually no market in 
Holland? He explains that, from the beginning, Timor sandalwood provided a means by which the 
Company could break into the highly attractive trade with China. The failure of Governor General Coen's 
attempts to seize Macau in (1617-23, 1627-29) prompted the Dutch to drive the Chinese, Portuguese, and 
local Muslim merchants out of the Timor trade, leaving Batavia as the major sandalwood emporium in the 
East. In this strategy, the status quo of old would re-emerge whereby the Chinese would buy the sandal 
direct from Java. In fact, however, the Dutch failed to dislodge the Portuguese from Timor and never 
managed to impose their monopoly. On Timor, the VOC's influence was restricted to Kupang, and 
environs. Moreover, the Dutch were outmanoeuvred by the Chinese sheltered under the Portuguese nag at 
Lifau. As Adriaan van der Velde bewailed in 1614 after its first capture from the Portuguese: 

The Chinese offer in exchange such articles as porcelain, beads, gold, etc, which are in great demand on 
Timor and with which the Dutch cannot compete. In addition they offer the people of Timor more than we 
do, since all the wares in China are abundant and cheap. 50 
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Rangel, writing in 1633, notes that Macau-based merchants reaped profits as high as 200 per cent on the 
sandalwood trade. In these transactions the Solor-based Portuguese merchants used gold while Chinese 
merchants used silver, or for smaller transactions, claris or clarins (small pin-shaped silver coinage) From 
Goa.51 
Bocarro, the chronicler in-chief of the Estado da India, also recorded in 1635 that large profits were being 
made on voyages from Macau to Solor in the sandalwood trade, especially since dues were not paid on 
what was imported or exported: 

Owing to the blockade of the Strait of Singapore by the Hollanders, they can no longer Come and go this 
way, but go direct from Macao in well fitted-out pinnaces, which at arriving at Solor take in some native 
Christian soldiers, Most of whom keep themselves out of their pay, with which they go to the island of 
Timor, thirty leagues distant from Solor, and there lade sandalwood, never failing to have frequent 
skirmishes by land and sea with the Hollanders, who likewise go thither to seek the same sandalwood; 
however the Portuguese always come off best, for since those of Macao are wealthy and not lacking in 
artillery, their pinnaces are very well found, whilst the soldiers they take on in Solor are very good, and 
flight very resolutely against the Dutch. 52 

There is no question that the Dutch blockade mentioned by Bocarro actually intensified the Portuguese role
in the Southeast Asian trade, even though the mighty four-masted ocean-going caravels, that reached 2,000
tons in the case of the Goa-Macau-Japan trade, came to be replaced from 1618 onwards by far smaller and 
swifter galiotas or galliots, pataxo or pinnace, naveta or Portuguese rigged junks, fragata (frigates), and 
cargo or dispatch vessels, in the 200 to 400 ton range. There is also the sense that, apart from driving impor
costs upwards, Dutch aggression against European rivals actually redounded in favour of the Chinese 
merchants who alone acted as intermediaries for Batavia and Dutch-controlled Solor. No less, given the 
failure of the Dutch to capture Macau or gain direct access to the Chinese mainland, the construction of For
Zeelandia on Taiwan in 1634 notwith- standing, the VOC were obliged cargoes to the Chinese markets.53 
to rely on Chinese traders to carry the precious 

Conclusion 

From our discussion of Chinese trading networks reaching to Timor, it is clear that from an early period the
island was deeply enmeshed in a wider tributary-trading network, although we know next to nothing as to 
how the impingement of outsiders might have altered domestic power relations on the island. But, by the 
closing decades of the sixteenth century, it is clear that the Portuguese had not only displaced Asian trading
rivals in the Flores-Solor-Timor zone, but, through the work of the missions, quickly established themselve
as the dominant ideological/ civilizational force in a zone hitherto untouched by the great religions. 
Established as a Royal monopoly, the Solor voyages and the sandal trade ineluctably welded Solor and 
Timor into a Portuguese-dominated East Asian maritime trading network. The boom years, 1570-1630, 
identified by Reid in his magisterial study on archipelagian commerce, also fitted the pattern of the sandal 
trade from Timor, but, as demonstrated below; as an item of predominately Chinese and Indian demand, the
sandal trade continued to nourish on Timor in Europe's century of crisis. The situation on Timor was thus 
unlike the spice trade of the fabled Moluccas, where the Dutch monopoly established in Banda in 1621 and
on Ambon some thirty years later actually reduced supplies reaching Europe and where Clove trees outside
the Dutch monopoly zone were actually destroyed in order to manipulate prices.54 
As Ptak has pointed out, while far less important than pepper, sin, or silver in the overall East-West trade, 
and trade centred on sixteenth and seventeenth century Macau, sandal, of which the Timor area was the 
major source, was nevertheless in high demand over large parts of Europe and Asia including Japan.55 
It is clear from the foregoing that the evolution of Portuguese authority in the archipelago during and after 
the "long" sixteenth century, responded to or worked within several important restraints, all of which we 
address in the following chapter. As described by Portuguese historian Artur Teodoro de Matos, these are 
fourfold; first, the Confrontation between Portuguese power and that of the Muslims of Macassar in zones 
over which both claimed nominal sovereignty; second, the threat posed by the Dutch East India Company; 
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third, internal revolts fomented by the powerful Timorese kingdom of Wehale; and fourth, the actions of an
indigenized or creolized group on Timor, notionally loyal to the Portuguese Crown, but in fact acting 
independently. 56 
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3 
On the Island of Santa Cruz 

  
As described in chapter 2, down until the early seventeenth Century, it was Solor and Flores, not Timor, 
that was the focus of Portuguese and Dutch Commercial activities in the eastern archipelago. Timor, 
including the ports of Lifau, Kupang, Bahao, in the bay of Kupang, and Dili, was visited periodically by the
Portuguese during the Solor period, but there was no permanent Portuguese establishment on the island and
no population on the island under Portuguese authority. The Dominican mission, however, was more 
adventurous in this sense. It remains to be studied as to how and why the island of Timer, dubbed Santa 
Cruz by the early missions, came to emerge by the end of the seventeenth century at centre-stage of 
intra-colonial rivalry in the archipelago? It also remains to determine whether, as in the Solor phase, 
Portugal in its conquest of Timor was also obliged to accommodate to local and regional power networks a
much overarching Chinese trade networks that made the venture commercially viable? 

World Incorporation or Asian Tributary Power? 

The phenomenon of European expansion, of which Timor seems to exemplify, has drawn heated debate 
between two broad schools of world history. This has been summarized by Frank and Gills, as turning upon
500 years of history or a 5,000 years perspective. The 5,000 year perspective allows for a seamless view of 
history stretching back to antiquity, acknowledging, that the "new world" was in fact home to a 
world-systems prior to its incorporation from 1492. By contrast, Wallerstein and others regard capital 
accumulation over the past 500 years as the motor force of world-system theory and continuous capital 
accumulation as the differentia specifica of the modern world-system. In the latter view, world empires or 
tributary systems were dominated by ideological questions as opposed to the economic law of value in the 
accumulation of capital. For Frank, the debate is really about continuity versus discontinuity in world 
history. 1 
For Wallerstein, the East Indies remained external to the European system between 1500 and 1800. The 
Portuguese did not break the international Asian character of trade and only conducted trade on terms 
established by the Asian nations. 
In making this claim Wallerstein also finds support in arguments of the prewar Dutch scholar and opponent
of Eurocentric historiography, J.C. van Leur. Asia, in / the Wallersteinean view therefore remained an 
external arena in a relationship between two zones "not within a single division of labour" involving the 
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trade in luxury goods versus trade in bulk or necessities. According to Wallerstein, luxury exports refers to 
the disposition of socially low-value items at prices far higher than those obtainable for their alternate 
usages. Such traffic then is only applicable between two separate historical systems holding different 
measures of social values.2 
Such obviously was the case of prized nutmeg and Cloves from the Moluccas which entered trade chains 
reaching to Europe, but this was also the case of sandalwood From Timor which entered the "external 
arena" in India and China via Java or Malacca as a product of luxury consumption in religious ceremonies. 
The Wallersteinean view that the East Indies remained outside the European system up until around 1750, 
and that the Portuguese and Dutch relations with the Asian states was essentially conducted on Asian terms
has been challenged by Victor Lieberman. But while van Leur was correct to signal the maritime outpost 
character of the trade, Lieberman asserts that even in line with Wallerstein's other criteria, archipelagic 
Southeast Asia was already on the way to peripheralization by 1650 or 1700. Not to burden this discussion 
with more facts and theory, Lieberman offers the example of the Manila galleon trade which "deadened" 
Spanish interest in developing a native economy. Throughout the archipelago, he offers, the VOC 
succeeded through "brutal assaults and sustained naval attacks" where the Portuguese failed in winning 
monopolies. But the "historic achievement of the Portuguese", he continues, was to accelerate the political 
and commercial fragmentation of the western archipelago disrupting and destroying, particularly the 
integrative thrust of the Malacca Sultanate. 
The only exception to the rule that local economies were actually contracting, he offers, is the case of Aceh
3 
In this discussion we should not also ignore certain of the assumptions of the school of general crisis of the 
seventeenth century, given early voice in Voltaire's pioneering global history, Essai, that uprisings across 
Europe found their match in India, China and Japan. While there is more than a little coincidence in these 
events, we cannot ignore the impact even in the Timor-Solor-Flores zone of the consequences of such 
climactic European events as the Dutch revolt against Spain, the Spanish conquest of Portugal in 1580, the 
running war by the Dutch against the Iberian powers in South America and the Far East, Portugal's official 
renewal of war with the Dutch in 1621 and the Portuguese overthrow of Spanish rule in 1640-68.4 
But to offer a totally European-determinate view of events of this period would be to seriously 
underestimate the strength of what Japanese scholar Hamashita has called the "tribute trade system". Asian 
history writ large, he sees as "the history of a unified system characterised by internal tribute or tribute-trad
relations, with China at the centre". He sees this regional conception of history as the premise of an 
understanding of modern Asia.5 While, to be sure, we cannot ignore China's and Japan's variable responses
to the new Euro-centric trading patterns, at the same time, we should not ignore the new rising maritime 
centres of power, namely Islamic Macassar and other centres. While for Frank and Gills, the general 
distinction between the 500 years and 5,000 years debate concerns continuities, the question which 
concerns us here is whether Portugal ruptured or accommodated existing Asian maritime trading networks 
in the eastern archipelago? 

Mena and the Conquest of Wehale (1589-164)

Although the record on the first Church contacts with Timor remains obscure, even alongside that of Solor,
it appears likely that the first port of arrival in Timor to receive the solicitations of the Dominicans was 
Mena near Atapupu in west Timor. Manuel Teixeira writes that in 1589-90 one Fr. Belchior da Luz or de 
Antas disembarked in the port of Mena, was well received by the local raja, and constructed a church. But 
after six months' evangelization he decided to withdraw. 
According to this account, while the polygamous raja did not convert, he nevertheless offered up his 
daughter to the faith and she accompanied Belchior back to Malacca where she was baptized.6 
While the facts surrounding the first mission in Timor remain unclear, the early nineteenth century French 
traveller, de Freycinet, who made a rigorous study of extant Dutch and Portuguese printed materials, places
this at 1616 when, obliged to nee their fortresses on Solor and Flores, certain missionaries arrived at Setern
on Timor and commenced evangelization. According to this account, a more concerted effort was made in 
1630 with the arrival in Timor from Larantuca of members of the Dominican order who, inter alia, baptized
the raja of Silaban, a kingdom located between Atapupu and Batugede.7 
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Even so, as shown below, it would be 50 years before the Order of the Preachers ventured back to Mena. It 
was no coincidence, then, that Mena was attested by Garcia da Orta in 1563, and Cristovao da Costa in 
1578, as the source of the best sandal on Timor.8 
While the Portuguese were content with their foothold on Solor as local collecting point for trade goods 
from Timor, up until 1613, they also occupied a small fort on Kupang in west Timor. In that year, as 
mentioned, the fort was surrendered to the Dutch who garrisoned it with a force of 50 men. According to de
Freycinet, fresh from victory over the Portuguese at Solor (20 April 1613), Apollonius Schotte proceeded to
Mena, then the seat of one of the more powerful kingdoms at least in terms of its control over the export of 
sandal. Moving on to explore the bay of Kupang, Schotte, agent of the venerable Dutch East India 
Company, also entered into various treaties with local rulers and, by Consent or duress, obtained permission
to establish fortresses at Mena and at Kupang. To this end, he left behind a number of men at both places 
prior to his departure.9 
All Dutch Claims to Timor date from these treaties.10 Thus with the occupation of the Kupang and Mena 
forts, the Dutch took up a permanent presence on Timor, even though they temporarily abandoned their 
position on Timor and Flores in 1616. 
Schotte's own account offers certain elaboration. During the siege of Solor prior to his own arrival on 
Timor, he dispatched to Timor on 7 February the Half Moon under the command of William Jansz along 
with a Captured Portuguese galiota. 
On Timor this expedition captured a Portuguese naveta, its cargo of 250 "bares" of sandal, along with 13 
Portuguese, "blacks" and mestico. Another Portuguese galliot was looted of its sandal and destroyed, its 
crew left to the mercy of the natives. 
Schotte describes how, after seeing off the largest group of Portuguese on Solor for Larantuca and Malacca
he embarked for Timor on the Patane, recently arrived from Amboina, accompanied by the Half Moon and 
the galliot, for the specific purpose of drawing up treaties with kings of the interior. Landing on Timor on 4
June 1613 he requested an audience with the king of Mena and the king of Asson seeking to forge an 
alliance on the model of that already accomplished with the kings of Temate, Buton and Solor. Both, he 
declared, were the strongest kings on Timor, pagan, albeit more credible than the Moors. Both promised to 
deliver sandal. Mena offered to load the Half Moon with sandal, while Schotte offered to build a fort for 
Mena. In these successful negotiations Schotte was assisted by several interpreters including Jean G. de 
Vrye. He also offered certain trade goods as presents. Although two of his agents, William Jocobiz and 
Melis Andriez had earlier made contact with the king of Amanubang, said to command much trade in 
sandal, Schotte was at a loss for time to actually conclude any treaty. Schotte also received envoys of the 
king of Kupang who offered to convert to Christianity along with all his subjects, "as he also promised the 
Portuguese, before our arrival". But in dealing with Kupang, Schotte gained valuable intelligence from a 
captured letter written by Father Vicario, a Dominican on Solor, which waxed eloquent over the advantages
offered by Kupang for commerce on the Coast of Timor, "a Portuguese design we should follow", and 
which also remarked upon the general hostility of the natives which, Schotte Calculated, could be turned to
the advantage of the Dutch.11 
In 1627, as mentioned, the function of Governor of Solor was taken over by the Dutch protege, Jan d 
'Hornay. Turned renegade and siding with the Portuguese, the d'Hornay clan, as explained below, later 
emerged as the de facto sovereign power with their base on Larantuca. This state of affairs lingered on, at 
least until l640, when Portugal made a temporary comeback in Asia as a result of separation of the 
Portuguese and Spanish Crowns. But, in this same year, Macassar rose in revolt against the considerable 
Portuguese presence in that port and later mounted an invasion of Larantuca, then under the Captain-Major
Francisco Fernandez. At this time Macassar traders were involved in the sandalwood, wax and slave trade 
in the islands and may even have established several trading villages on Timor. Dominican sources state tha
the Muslim raja (Sultan) of Tolo on Celebes, Karrilikio (Camiliquio), then advanced upon Timor attacking 
both the north and south coast with a meet of 150 prauh or sailing vessels along with 7,000 men where he 
sought, without success, to turn the natives against the Portuguese. After three months of ravages along the 
coastal littoral of Timor and some success at winning Muslim converts or at least the notional loyalty of tw
rajas on Timor, Karrilikio retreated. 
His endeavours, however, gave stimulus to the Portuguese mission in Larantuca to transfer their activities t
Timor. 12 
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In the venture, Antonio de Sao Jacinto, the Dominican friar and Vicar-General of Solor, accompanied by 70
soldiers, departed Larantuca for Mena which he found destroyed and the raja dead. In the interim, the 
deceased raja's wife had taken over as queen but on account of the Muslim invasion, fled to the interior 
some 12 leagues distant. Having made contact with the queen, the Dominican father won over her 
confidence and, back in Mena in 1641, accepted her conversion. Her people followed suit. At this time the 
kingdom of Lifau was governed by a brother-in-law of the queen, Amanubang, a future thorn in the side of 
the Dutch. He, too, requested conversion and, before too long, several churches were constructed, both on 
the coast and in the interior. Meanwhile, the Dominicans tuned their attentions towards the western part of 
the island. In this endeavour, the Flores-based missionary, Luiz de Paixao, was assassinated at Kupang. The
following year, Antonio de Sao Domingo baptized the king of Kupang and numerous of his people. The 
Portuguese then referred to Timor as the island of Santa-Cruz, a name which endured over long time. 13 
According to de Freycinet owing to the contestation brought about by a number of kingdoms, otherwise 
influenced by Karrilikio's brand of Islam-although this seems dubious-He Portuguese were moved to 
advance reinforcements from Larantuca to Mena. Led by Francisco Fernandez, this manoeuvre took the 
form of four landings of two bodies of men made on 26 May 1641 comprising, in all, some 90 soldiers and 
clerics. In what might be regarded as the first act of armed conquest on Timor, this force engaged in Comba
an army of the raja of Wehale at a river on the perimeter of the kingdom of Mena. Victory in 1642 over 
Wehale also brought with it the conversion of a number of local rajas and their followers. 14 
According to a contemporary account, "The news of the destruction of the mighty potentate of Belos spread
rapidly through the other kingdoms in the neighbourhood". 
Wehale's defeat, as historian Jill Jolliffe remarks, "marked the beginning of a concerted attack on Timorese
society" leading many liurai, little kings or holders of unlimited land to become baptized.15 
For Abilio de Araujo, less sanguine as to the receptivity of the natives of Timor to their evangelization and 
erstwhile incorporation, the assault on Wehale represented the opening shots of an almost uninterrupted wa
of resistance by the Timorese against Portuguese power. 16 
There is no question, then, that the evangelization of Father Antonio de Sao Jacinto marks the definitive 
establishment of the church on Timor. But, as the reinos embraced the faith, they also swore loyalty to the 
Crown of Portugal confirmed by the obligation to pay up to the head of the Dominican mission certain 
items of tribute along with manpower in the case of threats by rivals outside the fold. Indeed, the historical 
personality of Antonio Sao Jacinto, as much the link between the Crown and commercial advantage, is 
confirmed by the existence in Portuguese archives of a carta or letter sent by the missionary to King Joao IV
concerning the foundation of Christianity on Timor along with the purported discovery on the island of 
"great copper mines". So frequent in fact are exaggerated references to Timor's mythical copper and even 
gold resources in Dominican writings that there is reason to believe that the religious order played this card
in the full knowledge that the disastrous loss of the Japan trade would lead to a compensating interest by th
Estado da India in the Solor-Flores-Timor zone.17 
Writing in 992, the Timorese scholar Father Francisco Fernandes has described how the system of winning
rei cristao or vassals was multiplied outside the Lifau region to embrace, by 1644, the reinos of Kupang, 
Acao, and Luca, on the southeast coast. In 1647, a Vicar-General of the church was appointed in Timor, 
although it was not until 1697 that the first Dominican Bishop, D. Frei Manuel de Santo Antonio, actually 
took up his office in Timor. While in Timor, as in Solor, the Dominicans exercised both spiritual and 
temporal power, with the successful arrival of the first Governor in 1702, the Dominicans were freed from 
affairs of state, devoting themselves to missionary activity, founding a seminary in Oecusse in 1738 with 
another established some years later in Manatuto east of Dili.18 
While the early history of the church in Timor is dominated by the Order of the Preachers, it was not for 
want of trying that their rival order, the Jesuits, did not carry their mission to Timor. In fact, an attempt mad
in 1658 by two Jesuit missionaries, Joao Nogueira and Pero Francisco, to preach the gospel in Luca-then 
receptive to Christianity-Came undone, at the hands of the King of Ade into whose kingdom on the 
northeast tip of Timor they had strayed. The leader of a second expedition did achieve success in baptizing 
a number of children in the Kingdom of Motael, where he found installed a company of Christian soldiers 
relocated from Larantuca for the purpose of defending Motael against Muslim incursions. 19 
A little over a decade later, interdenominational rivalry took a turn for the worse. 
Fearful of a Jesuit takeover in the person of Francisco Vieira de Figueiredo, the celebrated Macassar-based 
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Portuguese trader, the Larantuca Dominicans had him murdered in December 1667. As one Church 
document records, more than one ruler on Flores and Timor (Amarasi wished to have Fathers with "black 
robes and with a round hat", an allusion to Jesuit garb. Some saw Vieira as their saviour. But others rose in 
opposition against him. Jesuit documents hint at foul play by jealous Dominicans who, having lived there 
for 100 years "refuse to lean the native language to [the] great detriment of people's salvation. They do not 
prevent Muslim preachers from Islamizing the heathens, but they would expel other missionaries. 
They are steadily occupied in building ships for their commerce and in making profit, leaving the souls 
uncared for". 20 But, even as the missions feuded with each other, church-state relations in Lifau continued
to be uneasy. Frei Manuel de Antonio, for instance, found himself expelled from Lifau in 1722 by 
Governor Antonio de Albuquerque Coelho. 

Kupang (1642-99) 

Drawing on Fran?oise Valentijn's account, de Freycinet explains how, after the Dutch seizure of Malacca in
1642, Portugal's Protestant rival took a more assertive position in the eastern archipelago. Notable, in this 
respect, was the abortive attack launched in 1644 on Kupang also known as Cuppao, where the Portuguese,
or, at least, the Dominican Father Antonio de Sao Jacinto, whose resourcefulness in winning converts in 
Mena and Kupang has already been noted, constructed a rudimentary fortress two years earlier. Later in the
same year the Dutch returned with a force of 300 along with a motley force of foreign mercenaries but 
again were unable to take Kupang. Only in 1646 were they successful in their takeover of the Solor fort on 
27 January 1656 the Dutch returned under General Arnold de Vlamingh van Outshoorn who forced a 
landing in the bay of Kupang at the head of an "imposing" force of European and Indian troops. Vlamingh 
then advanced on the village of Amarasi to engage the Portuguese and their allies, namely those under 
Antonio d'Hornay. In the ensuing battle, Vlamingh suffered the loss of 170 European soldiers and was 
obliged to retreat to his base in Solor.21 
Four years earlier, in 1652; the Dutch had accomplished their main objective in ousting the Dominican friar
from Kupang, seizing their unfinished buildings, and converting them in a stronghold. Even so, the Friars 
managed to keep the Dutch at bay by calling upon the "Black Portuguese", another name for the 
Larantuqueiros, or mixed blood Portuguese-native Community which had emerged in Larantuca and 
Solor.22 
In 1660 the Dutch mounted an unsuccessful attempt by a 26-ship squadron to destroy Larantuca, deemed 
the major arsenal for the Portuguese in the east. It was in response to this harrowing situation that the 
Viceroy of Goa, Antonio de Melo e Castro, resolved in 1665 to create the post of Capitao-mor of Timor to 
coordinate the struggle against the Dutch. The first to hold this position was Simon Luis. But determined 
that Kupang would be the major Dutch trading post in the eastern islands, Batavia finally got its way in 
1688 when the Dutch took Control of the town and several neighbouring kingdoms.23 
Renamed Fort Concordia, Kupang became the major Dutch base and stronghold in the Lesser Sundas over 
long time. 
Dampier, who visited Kupang in 1699, observed a "neat little church or chapel" within the walls of the fort
He also found a garrison of about 50 soldiers, a similar number of native troops, along with well-supplied 
vegetable gardens. He also observed that the Dutch reserved two sloops for the purpose of inter-island trade
and commerce with the Coastal peoples of Timor. In an interesting aside, he commented that, unlike the 
Portuguese, the Dutch in Kupang invariably mastered Malay language as a lingua franca in the business of 
Commerce.24 
  
                                                                                                            Lifau in Oecusse 

Eventually, 50 years of destructive conflict between the two European powers was brought to an end by 
mediation. Under the Treaty of Peace, signed between Portugal and Holland on 6 August 1661 at The 
Hague, it was determined that each power would reserve to itself the territories already occupied on Solor 
and Timor. 
The Dutch kept Kupang but-Was observed by Dampier- were also obliged to furnish two armed sloops for 
the service of the Portuguese governor, one to transport the taxes collected in Timor, the other to defend the
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coast against the ldepre4ations of Macassar. 25 
While Lifau (variously Lifau, Liphao, Leiffauw) in Oecusse on the northwest coast of Timor gradually 
emerged as a favourite port of call for the Portuguese, especially sandalwood traders from Macau, by the 
1650s they still had no permanent settlement on the island. As was the practice in Macau prior to gaining a 
permanent presence in 1 557, the Portuguese traders arriving in Timer would build temporary dwellings in 
which to live for some weeks or months while waiting to conclude business or awaiting the change of 
season. One of the strongest voices calling for the direct conquest of Timor was the Macau-based trader, 
Pascoal Barreto. 
His petition to King Joao IV from Macau in December 1645 makes interesting reading. Whether accurate o
not Barreto was convinced from commercial intelligence received in Macassar that Timor was rich in, 
besides timber, gold and a particularly high grade of Copper. Observing that, with the decline of the Japan 
trade, Macau was bereft of this last commodity otherwise used in the manufacture of cannon, and that, 
notwithstanding the various attempts by Macassar, Timor neither paid tribute nor had it been conquered by 
any nation. Although Barreto himself was poised to sail to Timor from Macassar in the same year, he 
detoured to Manila instead upon learning of the restoration of the monarchy.26 
While the Treaty of Peace of 166l offered a respite and opportunity to the Portuguese in the Far East, it 
would be 40 odd years before decisive action was taken. A carta or letter sent by the Senate in Macau to the
Spanish Governor in Manila on 12 April 1692 argued strongly as to the necessity of establishing both 
government structures and a mission on Timor.27 
Accordingly, at regular intervals, I beginning as early as 1695, the Viceroy of Goa attempted to appoint a 
Portuguese official as Governor at Lifau. At least until the opening years of the following century, as 
discussed below, a group of Christianized mestico rulers and their local allies saw to it that each successive
appointee was expelled, besieged, or overthrown. 28 
Thus the first Governor to set foot on Timor, Antonio de Mesquita Pimentel, was expelled in 1697 by 
Domingos da Costa scion of the powerful clan of that name, while his successor, Andr6 Coelho Vieira, was
arrested by the same person in Larantuca and sent back to Macau. 
By 1697 Lifau was evidently well enough established, although hardly well defended, to attract the 
unwanted attentions of a French pirate vessel. Fresh from seizing the Dutch fort at Kupang and burning the
tow, this pirate then proceeded to pillage Lifau for what it was worth. 29 
When, in 1699, William Dampier visited Lifau in the course of his three-month sojoum on Timer, he found
that a settlement, a community and basic governmental structures had been firmly established. After 
Kupang, under Dutch control, Lifau emerged as the second most important trading port on the island. 
While, in Dampier's estimation, Lifau could not hold out against 100 men, and while powder and bullets 
were scarce and dear, the settlement was, nevertheless, deemed capable of mustering 600 men in 24 hours 
"all armed with Hand-Guns, Swords and Pistols". But, he continued, "They have no Fort, nor Magazine of 
Arms: nor does the Vice-Roy of Goa send them any now." 
Dampier found in Lifau but three Portuguese, two of whom were priests, the balance of the population 
made up of Portuguese mestico and a few resident Chinese trading wax, gold, slaves and sandalwood 
against rice and porcelain and certain European commodities imported each year on a meet of about 20 
vessels from Macau. As Dampier well understood, the trading season was limited from late March to late 
August, but with the arrival of the monsoon, Lifau no longer offered a safe anchorage. Characteristically, 
boats from Macau would leave towards the end of the year sailing direct to Batavia before making the 
journey east through the archipelago to Timor arriving early the following year. The return journey assisted
with the southwest monsoon was also via Batavia. 
On government, Dampier observed, the real authority lay with the Captain-Major, a man named Antonio 
Henriquez, a Portuguese sent by the Viceroy in Goa. 
Despite his title this person was deeply involved in forging military alliances with natives against their 
adversaries. At the time of Dampier's visit, Henriquez was actually resident in a place described as Porta 
Nova on the "eastern end of the island", a reference to Larantuca On Flores. The second-in-command, one 
Alexis Mendoza, a mestico, Dampier referred to as a "Mongrel-Breed of Indians and Portugueze" as were 
the next most subordinate authorities. He continued, "For though they pretend to be under the King of 
Portugal, they are assort of lawless People, and are under no Government". 30 
Neither, Dampier observed, had Goa reciprocated by sending a supply ship. This reference to Goa is not 
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without interest as the Estado da India was ostensibly responsible for keeping up contact with the islands by
sending an armed frigate with supplies to Larantuca or Lifau. But, by the eighteenth century, only one or 
two voyages from Goa actually touched Timor. Thereafter, Governors, Captains-Majors, soldiers and 
supplies invariably arrived in Timor via Macau.31 
While, as seen, in the last decades of the seventeenth century Lifau came to be established under an ad hoe 
system of military and religious rule, as of 20 February 1702, the settlement came under tighter control as 
seat of the Portuguese government ton Timor. The first to hold this office in Lifau was Antonio Coelho 
Guerreiro (1702-05), going by the title of Governor and Captain General of the islands of Timor and Solor 
and other regions in the South. As a Crown-appointed office, it follows that the documentation on Timor, o
at least that surrounding his appointment, also expanded apace. Notably, Governor Guerreiro bequeathed 
the first map of Lifau, the Planta da Praia de Lifau. Dated 1702, it reveals a fairly complex urban structure 
supporting military, civil and ecclesiastical elements, including the Ermida de St. Antonio along with a 
hospital. 
Boxer, who has traced Guerreiro's Career, offers that his was an important appointment, especially given hi
background as Colonial Secretary of Angola and later as Secretary of State in Goa. Even so, when 
Guerreiro arrived in Macau from Goa in June of 1701 to take up his appointment, he was not given a 
specific brief, besides neutralizing Dutch and Chinese control over sandalwood and taking a firm stand 
against the rebellion of the da Costas. He sailed from Macau in January 1702 with less than 100 soldiers to 
enforce his authority. He also came equipped with military and other equipment for the rundown settlement
and Fortaleza at Lifau. 
His cargo also included 200 piculs of rice necessary to tide over the settlement from certain starvation. In 
any case, Guerreiro sought and gained a short-lived alliance between the Crown and Portuguese country 
traders in the form of two of Macau's ships and manpower for military operations in Timor, which also 
included unauthorized conflict with the Dutch. 32 
While Governor Guerreiro evidently succeeded in imposing order upon the rebellious mestico population o
Lifau and in raising the prestige of the Crown, it is also true that he was closely besieged in Lifau for nearly
three years by a rebellious chieftain of the da Costa family, an allusion to the rising power of the mestico, a
discussed in a following chapter. Guerreiro also took it in hand to equalize the power of the friendly chiefs,
some of whom claimed sovereignty over others, by conferring the rank of dato, a traditional title, or colone
where appropriate, on tribal heads and nobles, a practice, according to Boxer, which continued down to 
modern times. Even though Governor Guerreiro sent glowing reports to Goa on Timor's riches he finally 
abandoned the struggle and left Lifau in "disgust and disguise" at the end of 1704. This is known from the 
reference to a certain "Portuguese gentleman" who shipped out of Lifau with the English sea captain 
Alexander Hamilton bound from Batavia to Goa, as mentioned in his A New Account of the East Indies. 
33 
Church documents reveal not only that certain governors fled or were expelled from Lifau, but that great 
tension beset church and crow. Looking back upon his experience at Lifau, Fr. Manuel de Santo Antonio 
mote, he had "not a moment of peace in Timor", an allusion to tension between himself (or successors) with
a succession of Governors, beginning with Antonio Coelho Guerreiro (1702-05), Jacome de Morais 
Sarmento (1708-09), Manuel de Sotto Mayor (1709-13), Manuel Fereira de Almeida [not mentioned on 
official lists of Governors, but a possible rival to Domingos da Costa (1713-18)], Francisco de Mello de 
Castro (1718-20) and Antonio de Albuquerque Coelho (1722- 1725). According to an account published in
the official bulletin in Goa, church papers reveal many accusations and recriminations. Certain of these 
quarrels involved clashes of personality, namely that between the Bishop and Mello de Castro several days 
after they arrived in Lifau together by ship from Goa, or matters of substance between Church authorities, 
such as in 1708 when the Bishop requested the dispatch of missionaries of orders other than the 
Dominicans. In the event, a memo written in the Limos das Moncoes States that such problems between 
civil and ecclesiastical authorities meant little time for the Bishop to devote himself to spiritual matters ove
the outlying regions of Timor. In a word, "A hist6ria de Timor naquella epocha he um tecido de desordem e
de anarchia". 34 
Generously, Boxer offers that, by this stage, Lifau had "assumed the kind of status of Alsatia, largely 
populated by cutthroats", a reference to the slave traders and slave raiders, and French and German 
deserters from the Dutch army, among other roughnecks, who assembled in the place. Neither, from all 
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accounts, did the Dominican mission raise the moral tone of the desolate outpost. Yet, he continues, while 
Lifau never seems to have progressed far beyond its pioneer beginnings, it nevertheless constituted the 
centre of Portuguese power in the island and its establishment marked the transfer of Portuguese power 
from Flores to Timor, 35 
Ushering in some 250 years of actual Portuguese presence on the island. 36 

Macau, the Chinese, and the Sandalwood Trade 

As one student of Timor's sandalwood trade has written, by the second half of the I sixteenth century, 
Malacca was overtaken as the preferred sailing route to Timor/Solor by Macassar on Celebes. Malacca, 
embroiled in war with Aceh and Johore, lost its attractiveness as a commercial centre. Macassar, 
meanwhile, grew to the second in size and rank to Macau within the Portuguese east, especially after the 
loss of the Japan trade.37 
While we have Commented upon the rupture between the Portuguese and Tolo over the latter's expedition 
against Timor in 1641, eventually in 1648 the Estado da India ordered leading Portuguese trader Francisco 
Vieira de Figueiredo to reach a new modus vivendi with Tolo that would preserve he Portuguese trading 
position in Macassar while reserving the Solor-Flores-Timor zone to Portugal and its allies. Eventually 
Portuguese trade at Ma6assar with Manila, India and Timor became the mainstay for the city of Macau in 
the period between the 1640s and 1660s, but with the Macassar Dutch treaty of 1660 and the Dutch 
Conquest of Macassar in 1667, the Portuguese once again lost an important ally, market and emporium in 
the archipelago.38 
Necessarily, both Chinese and Portuguese merchants adapted to the new circum stances. Certainly, the 
Chinese were well apprised of the importance of Solor in this trade along with all the superior anchorages 
on the coast of Timor. To the extent that the Chinese engaged in the trade in the decades following the 
opening of Solor, the Portuguese definitely sought to keep them out. Also, as discussed in a following 
chapter, the rise of power by the creolized group and the abandonment by the Portuguese of Lifau in favour
of Dili facilitated Chinese control of the commodity shipped out of Kupang or Atapupu under only nominal
supervision. 
The role of Chinese, including Macau Chinese, alongside Portuguese in the sandalwood trade with Timor 
goes back to the Malacca period and only ended when that city succumbed to the long Dutch blockade and 
eventual siege. According to de Matos, by the end of the sixteenth century, the Malacca-Timor voyages 
were auctioned out for the princely sum of 500 cruzados.39 
Ptak believes that while the ratio of Chinese shipments to Portuguese remains unclear, the Portuguese share
began to increase after 1600. A letter by the Bishop of Cochin, F. 
Pedro da Silva, dated 1609, suggests that, while the ordinary price for sandal in Macau was 20 patacas a 
picul, during years when little shipping arrived from Timor,  [via Malacca] the price soured to 150 patacas. 
Profits increased over the years. 
According to the estimate of Bishop Rangel in 1630, profits on the trade ran at 150 to 200 percent, aptly 
earning Timor the reputation of "Ilha do sandalo". 40 
It is only in 1634 that we first find mention in the Limos das Moncoes do Reino of direct sailings from 
Macau to Macassar and Solor. Timorese and Solorese sail ors may have joined the crew of Portuguese ship
at this time. Among the martyrs of the ill-fated Portuguese Embassy sent to Nagasaki in 1640 were Alberto
a 16 years old Timorese deck hand and slave and Antonio, a 40 year-old slave from Solor, both "owned" 
by Macau-based members of the Portuguese crew. But just as the crew of the Japan boat were drawn from 
a mixed Company of Portuguese, Spanish, Arabs, Chinese, Indians, and Africans along with peoples from 
the Philippines and Indonesian islands, so it is fair to assume that the India and Macau boat arriving in 
Timor brought to these shores several times a year peoples of variety of races and religions. 41 
According to de Matos, until 1638 the sandal trade was carried out by the Royal treasury in Macau, and, 
until 689 the voyages were carried out by private persons or the Capitao-mor on a voyage assigned for three
years. While the trade was not necessarily the monopoly of individuals, it was the monopoly of Macau for 
the citizens of Macau and at the expense of the Chinese of Canton who traded sandal from Timor with 
Batavia. It was thus a great loss to the Macau treasury that native rulers carried the trade to Babao where it 
entered the Dutch trade.42 
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The significance of the Timor-Macau trade is confirmed by other sources, notably, a Dutch work of l646 
states that 1,000 bahar of sandal was taken to Macau annually. But overall, writes Ptak, the Macau-Timor 
trade was "favoured by the relative lightness of taxes and dues" and not placed on a strict monopoly basis 
like the voyages to Japan or the quasi-monopoly status of the Malacca voyages through which the earlier 
Timor trade had been mediated. 43 
From Macau archival sources we know that in 1689 numerous terms of assent were drawn up by the Macau
Senate for Chinese merchants to send ships direct to Batavia, or for the Timor and Solor voyage. In that 
year five pautas or sealed lists were offered by Macau, albeit mandated by the Viceroy of Goa. These were 
literally vermilion seals embossed in the arms and crown of Portugal. Pedro Vaz de Siqueira was one such 
individual awarded the Timor voyage in that year for his ship Rozario, that would also be used on future 
occasions (1698) to transport soldiers to Lifau. In 1693 the Convent of S. Francisco also won a pauta do 
navio, suggesting a church interest in the trade. The following year the Senate discussed conditions of 
employment of Malays on the Timor voyages, a possible suggestion that Timorese who had achieved a 
non-slave or free status also visited the Chinese city, albeit a status that required regulation. 44 
Whereas from 1678 to 1689, the Timor voyages were organized either by the Captain-major of Macau or 
by private individuals on a three year basis, on 20 October 1689, the Senate of Macau passed the following
resolution on the sandalwood trade with Timor with specific reference to estimates made by the pilots and 
Supercargoes: 

...each of these ships can load 1,800 piculs of sandalwood cargo, above and below decks, and From these 
1,800 piculs, after 622 piculs have been deducted for the liberties of all the crew, there remain 1,178 piculs 
in each ship, of which one third of all the crew, there remain 1,178 piculs in each ship, of which one third o
the lading is allotted to the owners, in consideration of the great expenses which they incur with the ships, 
and the measurement duties which they have to pay, which amount to 392 piculs, thus leaving to divide 
among the moradores 784 piculs in each of the said ships, making a total of 1,578 piculs net, to divide 
among the said moradores in the manner stated in the lists compiled of the Bague. 45 

Each year one or two ships would depart Macau according to the monsoon laden with cargoes of refined 
gold, ivory, iron, cloth and silk, the ships would load, besides sandal, wax, tortoiseshell, cinnamon, and 
slaves, at the ports of Citrena, Lifau, Dili, Hera, and Tolecao, on the north coast of Timor. Each ship would
carry between 1,8002,000 sandalwood "peaks". Whenever possible the ships would call in at Batavia 
trading cloth against rice needed for the Lifau garrison. Occasionally the ship would call in at Malacca, 
Madura, Bali, Larantuca and other local ports. 46 
From about 1695 the Senate in Macau organized a system of trade with Timor and Solor that would 
continue with minor modifications for nearly a century. As Boxer describes it, every year one, two, or three
small ships left Macau annually for Timor, sometimes stopping in Batavia, sometimes direct. 
One third of the cargo space was reserved for the shipowner, the remaining two-thirds being distributed- 
-albeit differentially-. A-among the citizens of Macau from captain-General, to widows and orphans. All 
shipowner in Macau were given a turn in this trade according to the system of pautas arranged between the 
Senate and Goa.47 
Just as the Timor and Solor trade in sandalwood, gold, beeswax, and slaves, became the principal economic
resource for Macau during the eighteenth century, so the organization of this trade fundamentally altered 
local social, and political organization in Timor. According to Souza, the Portuguese country traders from 
Macau successfully minimized the VOC and Chinese penetration of the Timor market throughout the 1670
and into the 1690s. Attempts by the Crown to impose its authority upon the local and mestico population 
did not seriously disturb the preferential supply of sandalwood to Portuguese country-trader shipping from 
Macau at that time. While Competition did arise from Chinese junks sailing from Batavia to Lifau, the 
Portuguese country traders were still able to corner superior grades of sandal as well as the largest quantitie
bound for the Chinese market. 
Only the quantities of sandal reaching the market, according to a VOC report of 1690, were in decline by 
that year, however.48 
Yet from the account of Alexander Hamilton published in 1727, the rebellion by Lifau (1688-1703) 
practically ruined the Macau trade, exhausting men, money and ships.49 
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There is truth in this account as, in 1705, owing to the inability of the city to pay the annual ground rent to 
the Chinese authorities, the Macau Senate offered the collateral for the Timor voyage deposited in the 
church of St.Pauls.50 
While the Crown was satisfied to accept the submission in 1708 of Domingo da Costa, the most important 
rebel leader, winning by diplomacy what they could not achieve by arms, support from the country traders 
lessened to the degree that Governor Guerreiro failed to stop over-cutting of sandal and competition from 
owners of Chinese junks. By the 1710s, Souza writes, the Batavia market had assumed greater importance 
for Macau's country traders at Timor's expense. Despite appeals for aid from Macau in the 1720s in the face
of another rebellion, the Macau Senate determined the Timor trade unprofitable given Crown administrativ
mismanagement including the imposition of custom's duties. The result was that, upon the insistence of the 
Crown, Macau continued to send only one of its ships on an annual basis for the rest of the period. 51 
Ljungstedt, writing from Macau in 1 836,lObserved that while profit from the sandalwood trade had greatly
fallen off, the Macau Senate was nevertheless moved in 1720 to cut the poorer merchants out of the trade, a
measure in any case overthrown by the court of Goa.52 
 In a possible retort to Goa, the Macau Senate in December 1723 complained to King Joao V over the 
imposition of new laws and an alteration in the price of sandal by the Governor of Timor (Antonio de 
Albuquerque Coelho) -doubtless at the behest of the Estado da India- pleading a fall in commerce at the 
expense of the people of Macau. In March 1726 the Crown upheld the petition from the Macau Senate 
ordering Goa to protect the sandal trade and to fall in line.53 
In any case, with the edict of Chinese Emperor Yung-ching in 1723 lifting the prohibition on Chinese 
entering foreign trade and the participation by Chinese merchants in the triangular Timor-Batavia-Canton 
trade, the voyage from Macau to Timor became unprofitable. Ljungstedt remarks that a yearly vessel 
dispatched from Macau to Timor was reduced to conveying soldiers, officers, exiles, and ammunition, whil
loading government paper, treasure etc. to be remitted by way of Macau to Goa. 54 
From a Dutch perspective, the VOC sandalwood trade came to an end during the eighteenth century. In 
l752, following successive losses, the Company decided to waive its monopoly and allow anyone to cut 
sandalwood who was willing to pay one-third commission. In the event, the trade passed completely into 
the hands of the Chinese who remained in control for more than a century.55 
The question remains, what then did the Dutch get out of it? According to a French report of 1782, not 
much! Every year one or two sloops would call in to Kupang from Batavia bringing varieties of cloth 
(coarse linen) and making the return journey with wax, tortoise shell, sandal, and "cadiang", a kind of bean 
used on board Dutch vessels to vary the diet. No particular gain and no particular loss were incurred by the 
Dutch establishment, or, in the words of the author, "la recette egale la depense" (the profits just answer the
expenses). 56 

Conclusion 

While from about 1570 down, captains-major and, from 1696, governors for Solor and Timor, were 
regularly appointed, as we have seen, many were unable to exercise their authority, and others never 
reached the islands at all. We have also commented upon the conflict on Solor and, in turn, Timor, between
the Dominicans and the state-appointed captains. While, as Boxer has pointed out, Goa sought to intervene 
in this question by offering up patents of Governorship to selected Portuguese residents in Larantuca for 
appointment to Lifau, the new centre of Portuguese power in the Flores-Solor zone, inevitably Goa was 
obliged to acknowledge the de facto leadership of one or other of the indigenized bosses on Timor. In any 
case, de Hornay was henceforth left alone until his death and, in Boxer's estimation, not such a bad ruler 
after all given the cireumstances. The real test for Goa, in any ease, was whether he could deliver up the 
necessary contributions, which in fact he did. While on paper, as seen, it was the Viceroy in Goa that 
determined the distribution of voyages, in practice direct support from Goa was almost always more 
fictional than real. Boxer writes that only in two or three instances in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries did Goa send government vessels direct to Timor. 57 
But, to answer the question posed at the beginning of this chapter, the Wallerstein-Hamashita-Lieberman 
Conundrum, as to whether Portugal accommodated or ruptured existing tributary and trade networks, at 
least in the period before the full onslaught of Western (British, Dutch and French) capital in Southeast 
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Asia, and the development of a plantation economy on Timor, we can say that the Flores-Solor-Timor zone
emerged as a discrete territorial and maritime entity under which Portugal and its local allies derived major
profits from a reconstituted trade activity, albeit one in which they did not hold monopoly rights. Why? 
Because Asians - Chinese, Muslims and Timorese- never entirely relinquished the trade to the Portuguese, 
but adapted to the new circumstances. 
Sandal, which had over the centuries served as a milch cow for Timorese and foreign traders alike, 
eventually went into steady decline, not so much because of vulnerability to foreign competition or world 
market conditions, although as show below, that also occurred towards the end, but because of overcutting.
Indeed, there is a sense that the sandal trade was counter-cyclical to the don trend in the classic spice trade 
beginning with the Dutch seizure of Banda in 1621. In fact, the sandal trade continued to surge in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, with demand outstripping supply. 
Sandal was simply the commodity which rescued the Macau treasury from utter Penury after the collapse o
the Japan trade. However, and this is important, unlike the case of trade in spices in the Moluccas, Timor's 
sandal fluidly entered the circuits of Chinese trade on largely non-European terms, as mentioned, a 
commodity on which neither the Portuguese or Dutch ever gained a monopoly. 
While Reid -as with van Leur- acknowledges the existence of sandal as a trade item, Timor and the Solor 
zone is not included as one of his Southeast Asian "hubs of commerce", indeed simply not mentioned, 
possibly because it did not appear to support a large urban Centre and did not appear to spawn a merchant 
class, at least not at the source, although this view, too, might underestimate the merchant activities of the 
Dominicans and Larantuqueiros on Solor, Larantuca and Lifau. But also, as we have emphasized, the basic 
facts of the Timor trade in sandal contradicts the theory of irremediable decline, at least in the seventeenth 
century. 58 
Eventually, as discussed below, it would be the strident independence of the Larantuqueiros which obliged 
the first-native born Portuguese governor to withdraw from Lifau to Dili in 1769, irrevocably moving the 
centre of gravity of Portuguese power on the island although not entirely displacing Chinese trading 
activities away from the Flores-Solor-Lifau networks. Rather than being a major arena of war between the 
Portuguese and Asian rivals, the Flores-Solor-Timor zone was one in which many participated at much 
profit. It is true the Lusitanian "peace" in the zone was assured by military supremacy and a system of 
fortified posts, but it is also true that the major Challenge to Portuguese command over the seas in this early
expansion and "incorporation" stage was from their European as opposed to traditional religious or 
civilizational rivals. 
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The Topasse Rebellion and the Siege of Lifau 

 The notion that Portuguese power in the archipelago would one day be challenged by their erstwhile 
Catholicized mixed-race descendants-the topasse-is not entirely without precedent in eighteenth century 
history-the case of the slave revolt of French Haiti in the late eighteenth century comes to mind-but was an 
almost natural outcome of a long historical process that saw the development of Portuguese communities, 
invariably Catholic, invariably of mixed race, and invariably speaking a Portuguese creole, in a long 
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crescent girding the Indian ocean and studding the archipelago, wherever the Portuguese established forts 
cum trading posts. Even today the legacy palpably remains in Goa, Malacca and Macau. 
But in the seventeenth century- Bocarro's 0 Livro do Estado da India Oriental of 1635 offers one such 
enumeration-Portugalized communities were generalized over all key trading routes along the coast of Indi
including the Bay of Bengal, Aceh, through the Straits of Malacca, to the further reaches of the archipelago
at Tidor and Ternate, and, central to our discussion, at Solor. The scholarship of David Lopes, drawing 
upon history and linguistic analysis, reveals the degree to which Portugalized communities developed in 
such places as Bengal, Ceylon, Coromandel, Pegu, Siam, and, even after the Dutch capture of Malacca, 
such communities multiplied in Macassar and even in Batavia under the Dutch. 
Needless to say Portuguese was the lingua franca of trade across a vast zone even where the Portuguese 
presence on the ground, such as Nagasaki, was sporadic or seasonal.1 
 The question is raised by the foregoing as to how native Timorese responded to this cultural invasion on 
the part of a new mixed race-mixed culture group, localised on the one hand, but outside of truly 
"indigenous" forms of cultural relations as represented by the reino and liurai. This chapter seeks to set don
the main facts concerning the first encounters between the Portuguese, the topasse and the Timorese in the 
period leading up to the dramatic escape of the Portuguese from the beleaguered capital of Lifau on 
Oecusse in 1769 and the subsequent founding of Dili signalling a new stage in the colonial conquest of 
Timor. At the same time, we are careful to qualify the rebellions of this epoch in line with our argument tha
in Timor, unlike in the African colonies, the Portuguese virtually surrendered control to topasse power, 
postponing even the attempt to establish the basis of a colonial capitalist economy, thus setting off this 
period of winning alliances and consolidating control on the northern coastal littoral of northeast Timor from
a later stage of colonial conquest and pacification. 

The Rise of Topasse Power 

 While we have discussed the rise of Lifau as the major locus of Portuguese power on Timor, increasingly 
the Portuguese presence was beholden to the proxy power of a creolized and Catholicized 
Portuguese-speaking Eurasian group. As alluded to by Dampier, these people were the product of mixed 
Portuguese, Chinese, Dutch, and native liaisons, known variously as Schwartz Portuguese (Black 
Portuguese), Topasse or Larantuqueiros. While the latter term is an obvious reference to the Larantuca and 
Solor communities from whence this group originated, the etymology of topasse is more obscure. In any 
case the term originally had wider currency in a Portuguese Indian context, reflecting the likely derivation o
the term from the Malayalam word for two languages or interpreter, topashe or, in Hindi, dobashi.2 
 A very early reference to the term occurs in correspondence written in October 1545 from the Kingdom of
Kandy in Ceylon to the King of Portugal, referring to a "Topaz who had come as the topaz of the factory". 
3 
In 1604, the Dominican friar Gabriel Quiroga de San Antonio encountered topasse on the Coromandel 
coast of India.4 
From a letter written by the Viceroy of India to the Portuguese Court in 1619, we lean that, in the absence 
of Portuguese guards in the Malacca fort, topazes were preferred to the exclusion of "troublesome" 
Japanese, Javanese or Malays.5 
In Dutch writings, the existence of toupas alongside mesticos are mentioned in Spielbergen's voyage of 
1648, and, on the occasion of the Portuguese surrender to the Dutch at Cochin on 7 January 1663, where 
the rights and liberties of toepassen prisoners were set down. In 1690, Engleburt Kaempfer, a German 
physician in the employ of the Dutch, observed a "village inhabited by a Portuguese race begot by black 
women" in Ayutthaya, a former capital of Thailand.6 Additionally, in his 1727 book, English Captain 
Alexander Hamilton mentions 200 topasse or Indian Portuguese settled and married in Cambodia.7 
 So while Larantuqueiros appears to be the more accurate or at least location-specific term, the generalized 
expression topasse seems to have later become synonymous with the Catholicized mixed-race families on 
Flores and Timor. In any case, within a generation this creolized group emerged as even more dominant 
than the Portuguese in the Flores-Solor-Timor zone. As Subrahmanyam explains, the distance from Goa 
and obscurity of these islands meant that in the latter half of the seventeenth century the Larantuqueiros 
evolved their own local structures of power and leadership, largely autonomous of Goa and beyond the 
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interference of Macau.8, 
According to Boxer, the desertion of the Dutch commander of Solor, Jan de Hornay, to Larantuca in 1629 
injected new blood and vigour into the Larantuqueiros. 
De Hornay turned Catholic and married a Timorese slave girl with whom he bore two sons. This, Boxer 
comments, was the origin of the de Hornay or d'Ornay family who, later transplanted to Timor, provided 
some of the most powerful chieftains, alternatively "champions and enemies of Portuguese rule". Another 
Larantuca family called the da Costas also provided a line of powerful chiefs, in turn rivals and later allies o
the de Hornays. Notably, one of Jan de Hornay's sons, Antonio de Hornay (1613-93), virtually ruled 
Larantuca, Solor, and Timor as an independent prince between 1673-93 even though acknowledging the 
suzerainty of the Portuguese Crown. 9 
 As mentioned, the 1642 raid on the Wehale kingdom by Francisco Femandes, the Solor-born topasse, 
established the topasse as the new power on the island even ahead of the Portuguese. With their base in 
Lifau in Oeeusse, the topasse succeeded Wehale as the new focus of political alliances on the island. James
Fox has written that many of the kingdoms that had aligned with the Wehale immediately formed new 
alliances with the topasse.10 
Not only did these two clans and their followers, especially Antonio de Hornay, wage bitter war between 
themselves but they also engaged the Dutch and Portuguese, especially in the struggle for control over the 
sandalwood monopoly. In 1656 the topasse all but eliminated a Dutch military expedition dispatched to 
pacify them. In the 1690s Domingos da Costa of that family took the place of Antonio de Hornay as head 
of the Larantuqueiros,1l 
And, in 1708, was at least temporarily reconciled with Portuguese power. 
 Undoubtedly Dampier offers up the most colourful picture of the topasse at Lifau, although he does not use
this term. Indeed, of the population at Lifau he found it hard to distinguish who was Portuguese and who 
was native, especially as their language was Portuguese and their religion "Romish". In a telling comment 
on power relationships, he offered that "They seem in words to acknowledge the King of Portugal for 
sovereign; yet they will not accept of any officers Sent by him". At the time of his visit the Captain-Major 
appointed by Goa was actually resident at a place called Porta Nova, a reference to Larantuca, or constantly
engaged in battle with native allies of the Dutch in the interior. Local authority was in the hands of an actin
Governor or lieutenant called Alexis Mendosa, "a little man of the Indian-Race, Copper-coloured, with 
black lank hair". This bilingual individual, who impressed Dampier as a "civil brisk man", resided some 
nine kilometres inland from Lifau. Another topasse lieutenant resided at Lifau. While feigning to be under 
the King of Portugal, Dampier believed that in reality they were "a sort of lawless people...under no 
government". As evidence, he recalled that in the recent past, the Captain-major had clapped a 
governor-designate arriving from Goa in irons and returned him to the ship with instructions that Lifau had
"no Occasion for any Officers, and that he could make better officers here". 12 
 Another rare source on Lifau arises from the picaresque tale of Balthazar-Pascal Celse, visitor to the court 
of Louis XV and the supposed son of Gaspar da Costa, the topasse chief of Animata, a tale which entered 
into various manuscript and print versions in France. In 1734, Antonio Moniz de Macedo, the incoming 
governor of Timor, told how he was received with absolute confidence by Gaspar da Costa, described as 
"coronel regente, capitao-mor daquella provincia prizidente da praca de Liffao". Animata, located several 
kilometres south of Lifau was said to be an agglomeration of over 1,800 dwellings populated by both 
Portuguese and locals. Six years later, Gaspar further endeared himself to the Portuguese by offering 
assistance to the Bishop of Malacca in the construction of a seminary in Lifau. 
While funds were slow in coming, this he sought to achieve by leaning on his tributaries in the Kingdom of
Boboque and lnsana. But, by April 1751, Gaspar along with the principal chiefs of Animata were victims o
an uprising in Serviao fomented by the Dutch.13 
 Another version has it that, in 1749, taking advantage of a lull in fighting, the topasse turned on the Dutch 
at Penfui. On 18 October the Kupang fort leant of an advancing army of the Amarasi led by the topasse 
Lieutenant-General Gaspar da Costa and a number of liurai, including some of the Belu tribes. Virtually 
bottled up in Kupang by superior forces of the enemy, the Dutch called upon the support of marjdikers from
Solor, Roti and Sam, along with allies from among the Timorese at Kupang.l4 
Writing in 1688, the Dutch traveller, Johan Nieuhof described the marjdikers or "accorrmodators" as a 
"mixture of diverse Indian nations", so-named because they "accommodate themselves easily to the 
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manners, customs and religion of such they live among". As opposed to the Portugualized topasse, a breed 
apart in the sense of their Catholic identities and testy loyalty to the Portuguese crown, the marjdiker, as 
described by Nieuhof, rose in stature as a merchant class, participating actively in the inter-island trade, 
dressing in the Dutch manner and even residing in stately homes in Batavia.15 
 In the event, Dutch victory over Gaspar da Costa in a battle that took a staggering 40,000 enemy lives 
along with the capture of the raja of Amarasi, represented, according to Jolliffe, "a crucial stemming of the 
tide" of topasse power in Timor, but at the same time also definitively marked the establishment of Dutch 
power on the island. In this sense the Penfui battle served as prelude to a series of Dutch attacks on various 
centres of Timorese power, including Amarasi in 1752 and the topasse centre of Noimutu, notably that led 
by a German-born commander named Hans von Pluskow.16 
 The Dutch assault on the western tip of the island also served another nefarious purpose, namely the 
trafficking in slaves from Timor, as mentioned, always in great demand in the archipelago, especially on 
Dutch-run plantations in the Moluccas. In 1752 the Bishop of Malacca, D. Fr. Geraldo de Sao Joseph, 
writing from Lifau, lamented the pernicious practice of the Dutch in Kupang in selling Timorese slaves to 
Chinese and "Moors" alike, a crime he pointed out which would lead to excommunication for Catholics. 17
 But where the Dutch won only pyrrhic victories through the exercise of force, they were more successful in
the exercise of native diplomacy and the winning of commercial allies. Sowash also acknowledges that in 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, it was the challenge posed by the Black Portuguese or topasse 
along with the European allies which provoked the Dutch into taking such countermeasures. Notable was 
the action of the Company in 1755 in sending Johan Paravacini, an official of Italian origin, to conclude 
new treaties with fifteen rajas from among the rebellious tribes in Timor, Solor and Sumba. While this pact
known as the Contract of Paravicini, signed the following year, did not settle the question of frontiers, it 
nevertheless marked a key stage in the consolidation of Dutch political authority in the archipelago.18 At 
the same time, it also offered crucial commercial guarantees for the Company. 19 
 Drawing upon a reading of annual letters sent from Kupang to Batavia by the Company, now found in 
Dutch archives, Fox offers that the difficulty with the early contracts, such as with the five loyal allies in th
Bay of Kupang in 1654-55, was confusion as to precisely who signed them on behalf of whom. One 
example of such ambiguity was the case of the exile to Cape Town in 1771 of an executive ruler of the as 
punishment for ordering the massacre of a gold-mining expedition, inferring that in Company logic, a 
scapegoat simply had to be found. 
In any case, Fox is probably correct in asserting that there was initial advantage for the Dutch in signing 
treaties with as many specific rulers or claimants as came forward with promises of loyalty, especially as th
Company presence in Kupang was never more than a couple of dozen Europeans at any one time, and not 
all of them Dutch. By contrast, the contract of Paravicini was a far more complex document elaborating on 
mutual obligations of signatories.20 

The Cailaco Rebellion (1719-69) 

But in 1719, following several acts, of revolt, including the slaying of two missionaries and the desecration
of churches, chiefs representing Camnace (Camanance), Lamaquitos, and a dozen neighbouring reinos 
extending as far as Lifau, met together in the house of the regulo of Camnace to Celebrate a "blood pact" 
according to local rites. This secret and highly ritualized event, performed by a dato-lulic or sacerdote 
gentilico, also involved the swearing of loyalty among the participants, an act accompanied by the ritual 
sacrifice of a cockerel and a dog and the drinking of its blood. According to one Portuguese construction of
this event, this "loathesome and diabolical" pact sought to extinguish both the name of Christ and the 
Portuguese from the island.21 
As such, the Camnace Pact, as it was called by the Portuguese, also initiated what would eventuate as 
almost 50 years of war between the rebels and the Portuguese. 
 Three years later, in 1722, under the Governorship of Antonio d'Albuquerque Coelho, the reino of Luca, 
actually centred far away on the central south coast in the Viqueque region, launched war upon the 
Portuguese, calling on his people to attack a troop of moradores or a locally recruited militia drawn from th
topasse headed by the Captain-Major Joaquim de Matos, en route from Lifau to Cailaco to collect the fintas
in practice a tax-in-kind. But, while the rebels may not in principal have gone to war over the practice of 
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paying fintas, the violence with which they were collected tipped the balance in favour of rebellion.22 
 Although the system adopted by the first Portuguese on Timor to win loyal vassals also involved the 
extraction of some kind of tribute, the system of fintas or tribute-payment to be paid en natura by the 
kingdoms deemed loyal, was introduced in the period between 1710-14. Fintas included sandalwood, oil, 
wheat or whatever commodity that was exportable in the respective reino. The first codification of the 
system was set down by Governor Antonio Moniz de Macedo (1725-29; 1734-39), with respect to both 
sexes and with reference to both reinos and sucos, in a ruling made at Batugede on 10 July 1737. Yet the 
system was arbitrary, lacking in any kind of census data, and very often the costs of collecting the fintas 
exceeded the returns. Recognizing this weakness, Governor Moniz de Macedo attempted in 1734 to 
substitute a head tax, but was obliged to abandon the idea. 
Writing of the finta system as it worked in the nineteenth century, Governor de Castro termed it "vexatious
arbitrary and disordered". 23 
 According to Lawson, the finta system along with the practice of granting military titles acc9rding to 
positions of power, were key aspects of a strategy to break the independence of the kingdoms. As the 
Cailaco rebellion dramatizes, this strategy of intervening in existing political, social, and economic 
relationships among the petty kingdoms, also sowed the seeds of later revolts. 24 
 Faced with rebellion by the indigenous and the mestico population, Timor appealed to Macau for aid in the
form of renewed trade. Macau pleaded hardship, contending the trade was no longer profitable. While a 
trade connection did continue, it was only in the form of one of Macau's ships on an annual basis, 25 
suggesting the extreme isolation of Timor within the Portuguese seaborne empire. But the isolation of the 
Governor was compounded by his own tenuous relations with the Dominicans, a rift which at first 
facilitated the progress of the rebels, although dissension in their ranks, would, in turn, offer advantage to 
the Portuguese. 
 Camnace, one of the more influential and powerful kingdoms on the island, could thus draw upon support 
from numerous of the leading regulos from Serviao and Belu to join in a revolt against Portuguese authority
It was not until 1725, however, that the major act of rebellion occurred. This was triggered by the refusal of
the reinos of Lolo Toe to pay the fintas to Joaquim de Matos. The Captain Major, in turn, was obliged to 
retreat to Batugede at risk of his life. Led by Camnaee, the reinos of Lemac Hutu, Cailaco, Leo-Hutu, Sanir
Atsabe, Lei-Mean, Ai-Funaro, Diribate, Hermera, among others, joined in. According to colonial lore, these
pagan reino then went over to a rampage destroying religious images along with churches, slaying two 
missionaries along with numerous Christian converts. In the event, Governor Antonio de Albuquerque 
Coelho left Timor in 1725 for Macau, having faced down the church, Francisco de Hornay's topasse 
rebellion, the Dutch (he protested to Batavia), and the Chinese, by sending several voyages to undercut 
Chinese sloops working the sandal trade. From Goa he published a report on Timor, A Ilha de Timor em 
1726". 26 
 This perilous situation for the Portuguese prevailed until the arrival from Larantuca of incoming Governor 
Antonio Moniz de Macedo in 1725. He sought a meeting with the rebels to obtain their submission, while a
the same time took stock of the beleaguered colony's defences. By the time he arrived in Timor, however, 
the reis of Serviao, Camnaee, and Belos had taken up arms, obliging Lamac Hitu and Cailaco to fall in line
Moniz de Macedo then proceeded to punish the rebels charging Goncalo de Magalhaes, Captain-Major of 
the province, to launch attacks on rebel positions in order to force their retreat deep into the mountains. It 
was then decided to attack Cailaco, considered the rebel headquarters. 
According to Basilio de Sa, Portuguese historian of this rebellion, there were two reasons why the chiefs of
Cailaco persisted with the rebellion; first, their certainty that all the neighbouring reinos would lend suppor
and second, the myth of the impregnable "Pedras de Cailaco", a reference to the pedras or natural rock 
fortress or protection offered Cailaco by the formidable escarpments rising to 2000 metres altitude. Cailaco
at the time of the battle, took its name from the principal reino of this region located athwart the central 
cordillera dividing the island from north from south. This was described as a kingdom of 40,000 inhabitant
standing in "sovereign isolation" and dominating the Marabo valley, the source of three northern mowing 
rivers, the Marabo, the Lau-Heli (Lamaquitos), and the Lois. 27 
To assault Cailaco, the Portuguese commenced to concentrate their forces in Batugede under the command 
of Joaquim de Matos, drawing upon support from the Laratuqueiros and other forces arriving from Serviao
By the end of October 1726, the Portuguese massed their forces at the foot of Cailaco Mountain. From Dili
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already a port of call of the Portuguese, another force advanced on Cailaco on 23 October via the heights of
Ermera under the command of Goncalo de Magalhaes, making up a combined force on the Portuguese side
of 4,000 loyal tribesmen. This force also included a company of Sica forces under the command of 
Sergeantmajor Lucas da Cunha. In the face of a "heroic" resistance of 40 days by the defenders, and 
assisted by fortuitous torrential rains, the Portuguese forces were obliged to break off the encirclement. On 
December the military campaign against Cailaco ended with the return to their respective reino of loyalist 
forces.28 
From another account, on 13 January 1727, certain of the rei, among them one Dom Aleixo, conceded 
defeat, swore allegiance to the Portuguese, and commenced to pay fintas. 29 
 It is important, as Basilio de Sa highlights, to view the "conspiracy" of the House of Camnasse and the 
revolt of Cailaco as part of a "prolonged and persistent revolt" running from 1719 to 1769 when the 
decision was made to abandon Lifau for Dili.30 
Indeed, according to de Castro, by 1731 the rebels were still master of all places on the coast of Timor with
the single exception of Lifau and Manatuto and within an ace of throwing out the invader and restoring thei
ancient empires of Sonobai, Menace (?) and Nayale (?). 31 
In any ease, it was not until 19 September 1731 that Camnace sued for peace.32 
While this assertion remains undocumented and while it is difficult to envisage a return to a pristine past on
the part of any number of loose coalitions of Timorese reinos at that stage, especially because of the 
dominance of the topasse and their monopoly of the lucrative sandal trade, it is certainly the case that the 
Portuguese were on the ropes and fighting. 
 This is a specific reference to the plight of incoming Governor Colonel Pedro de Mello (1729-31), who 
arrived in Timor from Macau with a force of 50 European and Macanese troops. Evidently given the brief 
to explore further east and pacify the coastal littoral, Pedro de Mello pushed towards Manatuto via Dili, 
arriving on 18 October 1730. In Dili he failed to dislodge local tribes people in revolt, and, on 13 January 
1731, barely succeeded in breaking out of an 85 days siege of Manatuto that saw his men reduced to 
foraging. In this defence he faced off a massed attack by 15,000 Timorese, albeit indicting some losses on 
the enemy before making good his temporary exit to Lifau.33 
Pedro de Mello's own account of this siege survives in the form of a three-page illuminated letter written in
the Governor's hand and dated 20 February l731, reino of Manatuto, "province of Bellos in Timor". Despite
suffering grave losses of men and materials, Pedro de Mello nevertheless won certain allies from among the
chiefs in this pioneering act of conquest in the hitherto neglected eastern part of the island, an action which 
no doubt psychologically prepared the Portuguese for the shift of capital from Lifau to Dili, and the shift of
the centre of gravity of the colony from Serviao in the west to Belos in the east that would occur some half 
century later.34 
 Overall, then, the Cailaco rebellion merits attention for several reasons, not only as an example of "heroic"
defence on the part of the reinos of central Timor against the injustice of paying fintas, a stand kept up until
the very seat of government was relocated from Lifau to Dili, but also because it is, in the words of a Basili
de Sa, one of the few "abundantly and minutely documented episodes in the history of Timor". 35 
It is also superbly and graphically illustrated in the "Planta de Cailacao" still preserved in metropolitan 
archives. Dating from 1727, the authorship of the "Cailacao map" remains unknown but is believed to have
been executed by a Canarim or Goanese, then much in demand as scribes and illustrators. A veritable 
Bayeux p1'apestry of running guerrilla battles, the artist offers graphic representation of village stockades 
decorated by decapitated heads, mountain defence systems of the Timorese, Portuguese tranqueiras or 
fortresses under the Cross of Christ nag, as well as period costumes and such details as grazing horses and 
birds in night. Joaquim de Matos is also shown in the thick of battle along with his troop of moradores. As 
such, the Cailaco map stands as a unique pictorial reproduction of the scene of battle and the modes of 
warfare of this distant age. We can also observe from the Cailaco map, that, unlike the Portuguese-enlisted 
forces, Larantuqueiros included, indigenous Timorese forces had yet to acquire the matchlocks introduced 
to the archipelago by their antagonists’ 200 years prior. Replete with portugalized toponyms the pedras and 
the rivers are well identified. 
Ruy Cinatti has commented that the map also stands as a unique document in which to assay the botany of 
Timor as it was in a past age. Notable, in this sense, are the depictions of casuarinas along riverine zones, 
varieties of palm trees and acacias on open savannah landscape, with tamarinds, pandanus and fig trees 
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represented in zones of secondary forest.36 

The Siege of Lifau (1769) 

 While we have passed comment upon the sorry state of Lifau as described by Dampier in 1699, it 
nevertheless represented the major outpost of the Estado da India on Timor in an ecclesiastical and 
governmental sense. As described, the "praca" or establishment at Lifau consisted of a fort constructed of 
dried stones supporting a small artillery, literally surviving in the absense of outside assistance upon fintas 
the form of foodstuffs supplied by loyal regulos. But when Governor Pedro de Mello regressed to Lifau in 
early 1731 following his near debacle in Manatuto, he found the establishment guarded by a single 
company of soldiers, facing off a siege on all sides by topasse power allied to rebellious Timorese reinos. 
Such were the extreme privations of the garrison that they survived on "roots, leaves and pulverized horse 
bones." In these sad conditions, continues de Castro, the decision was made to embark all baggage, and 
artillery and to set fire to the place leaving it to the rebels while relocating the seat of government to some 
more propitious location. Happily, writes de Castro, the timely arrival in Lifau from Macau of Governor 
Pedro de Rigo Barreto da Gama e Castro (1731-34) changed this course of affairs. The arrival of governors
it should be remembered, inevitably involved a change of guard and the replenishment of supplies. Lifau 
was both restored and spared, at least temporarily. 37 
 It is of great interest that Goverl10r da Gama e Castro then set sail for Dili, where, following up the 
contacts made by his predecessor, entered into negotiations with rebel Chiefs. Moving on to Manatuto, the 
governor revived the garrison and, by his presence, stiffened the resistance to the rebels in that isolated but 
strategic outpost. Manatuto, which by this stage evidently hosted some kind of religious or church presence
also sent an envoy to Dili to enter into negotiations with the rebel chief Francisco Fernandes Vaerella, 
otherwise known as Captain-Major and Lieutenant-Superior of Serviao.38 
 From this name and grandiloquent title we can assume that this person represented topasse power. 
 Impatient with the delay in negotiations, the governor departed Manatuto for Lifau where his presence was
obviously required, but not before visiting Batugede, earlier abandoned ahead of the rebellions. Putting 
"temerity ahead of prudence", the governor made landfall and sued the local rebel leader, D. Lourenco da 
Costa, to pay his respects to the representative of the Crown in return for a pledge to redress the grievances
which led to the alienation of this evidently Christianized topasse leader. Da Costa obeyed. Evidently 
literate, he demanded to see the patent of governorship. Satisfied, he swore fidelity. According to de Castro
it was this event which neutralized the revolt proving the worth of Governor da Gama e Castro's strategy of
carrot (negotiations) and stick (force of arms) Style of doing business. Still, in September the same year, he
faced down an outbreak ofrebe1lion in Varella assisted by Vermassee. A peace pact signed on 16 March 
17'32 offered the governor only a short-lived reprieve as, from this date onwards, numerous other acts of 
rebellion sundered the peace, in familiar pattern. 39 
 Among other incidents besetting the stability of Lifau mentioned by de Castro was the act of poisoning 
Governor Dionisio Galvao Rebello (1760-66) by Francisco d'Hornay, Antonio da Costa, de Quintino da 
Conceicao and Lourenco de Mello, stand out. More the pity this act is not better documented, but we know 
from the Sarzedas document that, with the death of the Governor on 8 November 1766, de Hornay took 
over. Three years later he would be master of Lifau. In any case, it is noteworthy that, in the two years 
period between 1766 and 1768 before the new-and final governor in Lifau-could arrive, Lifau was 
governed by the Dominican friars Antonio de Boaventura and Jose Rodriques Pereira. Whether or not this 
loss of prestige on the part of the Crown owed to the ad interim government of the Dominicans, as de 
Castro suggests, in fact this was the situation confronted by the incoming governor in 1769. 40 
 Undoubtedly the ascendance of Francisco d'Hornay, the topasse raja of Oecusse, supported by his relative 
Antonio d'Hornay, augured ill for Portuguese power in Lifau, especially after the reported reunion of the 
two topasse chiefs in Malacca in 1766 and their pledge to expel the Portuguese from Timor. While they had
no immediate success in this goal, especially as the rajas of Belu were, alternatively, engaged in fighting 
both the Dutch and the Portuguese, there was no question that the Portuguese were highly vulnerable in 
Lifau. Only the reino of Manatuto offered help to Lifau in the form of men and provisions, undoubtedly a 
reassuring factor behind the decision to abandon Lifau for the east. 
 While we have commented upon the establishment of a church in Manatuto in an early period, it would be 
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relevant to assay the state of the missions in the east, as the winning of rei vassalos usually went hand in 
hand with the success of the church. From a letter written in 1752 by D. Fr. Geraldo de Sao Joseph, Bishop
of Malacca and Timor, we learn that, besides Lifau and Manatuto, churches were then established in 
Animata, a former site of the Cailaco rebellion, Tullicao, also in Serviao, Vemassey (Vemace) and Lalaya 
(Lalea), both east of Manatuto and Caggruium (?), Laculo (Laclo) and Lacora (Laicora) between Dili and 
Manatuto. 
No doubt this was an improvement upon the situation faced at the height of the Cailaco rebellion when the 
missions were almost decimated, but, as the Bishop lamented, the baleful influence of barlaque and other 
"superstitions" proved a major check on missionization. The Bishop duly drew up a "minimal plan" for 
conversions, targeted at teaching children the basics of the Holy Creed and the sign of the cross. 4l 
 Certainly, as de Freycinet commented, in certain circumstances the Timorese proved themselves loyal, as 
opposed to hostile, to the Portuguese presence. He cites the case of Governor Vicento Ferreira de Carvalho 
who, in 1759, imprudently sold Lifau to the Dutch. But, when the Dutch sought to establish their presence 
in the territory, namely via the agency of von Pluskow, they were, in turl1, met by a show of arms by the 
local raja and population who assassinated the hapless agent of the Company, while taking it upon 
themselves to restore Lifau to the newly arrived Portuguese Governor from Goa.42 
This would have been Dionisio Goncalves Rebelo Galvao (1760-66) who arrived the following year, 
temporarily superseding the authority of Francisco de Hornay. But, in another account, the hero of defence 
of Lifau against Dutch "adventurers" advancing from Kupang was Governor Sebastiao de Azevedo e Brito,
a future lieutenant colonel of the brigade in Goa who replaced Ferreira de Carvalho.43 
In any case, with the assassination of von Pluskow by the topasse in Lifau, the Dutch resigned themselves 
to what would transpire as a long-standing policy of non-interference in the affairs of either the Portuguese 
or the topasse. 44 
  After a two years absence a new governor was appointed in Lifau. This was Antonio Jose Teles de 
Meneses (1768-75). Such was the desperate food situation confronting the new Governor in Lifau that, in 
1769, he requested the Senate in Macau to dispatch 1000 picos of rice and even a quantity of cooking 
utensils. 
 Although Macau responded by dispatching the Santa Catarina, this ship got way laid on business and did 
not make it to Lifau. The Governor made another desperate appeal to Macau. Otherwise all 
communications were cutoff with the interior. 
 Beset by intrigues mounted by the topasse forces of Francisco d'Hornay in league with local chiefs, and 
finding the city encircled by the rebels and the Fortaleza in weakened condition, Governor Teles de 
Meneses made the fateful decision to abandon Lifau to the rebels. This was effected on the night of 11 
August 1769. Taking advantage of the presence offshore of the S. Vicente and the Santa Rosa which had 
arrived from Macau, the entire settlement comprising 1,200 inhabitants, over half of whom were women 
and children, were evacuated by sea to Dili. Baggage and all war materials were also loaded. But in 
abandoning the west to the rebels the party took the opportunity to stop over on the way to Dili at Batugede
where the fort was strengthened. The party duly arrived in Dili on 10 October thus founding a new capital 
and bringing don a chapter in the early Portuguese settlement of Timor. While Lifau faded into obscurity, 
Dili has remained the capital ever since. 45 
  While, in Boxer's phrase, this eastward transfer of the capital represented the "nadir of Portuguese power 
on the island", 46 
It is only true in the sense of abandoning the west to the topasse and the sandal trade to the Chinese workin
out of Kupang and later Atapupu. Yet, it can also be interpreted as a new beginning. Such a strategic shift 
of capital may have been reconnoitred decades earlier. Dampier was told of small harbour 14 leagues east o
Lifau called Ciccale. This was described as having a narrow entrance open to the northerly winds between 
two rock ledges, one east one west, dry at low water. This could only have been an allusion to Dili's drying 
reef and secure harbour.47 
De Castro writes of the move from Lifau, that Dili in 1769 offered certain advantages. It was a more secure
port, at least offering the natural defence of coral reefs, and in hat sense superior to Lifau, Oecusse, 
Batugede, Manatuto, Laga and even Kupang and Atapupu. It was also sheltered from strong winds from 
the west and east. 
 Also, being situated on a vast plain, there was sufficient space for the cultivation of rice necessary to feed 
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the population.48 
Crucially, Dili's location on an open plain offered a natural defence against the local inhabitants. In any 
ease, European armies preferred open spaces rather than rough terrain. 
But with the desertion of Lifau in 1769, as witnessed by the visiting French ensign F.E. de Rosily three 
years later, real power had passed into the hands of Francisco d'Hornay and Domingos da Costa. The de 
facto partitioning of the island between the Portuguese, the Dutch, and the two topasse bosses is confirmed 
by de Rosily's revelation that topasse authority extended along the coast from "two leagues east of 
Touloucoita up to ten leagues from Kupang amounting to 25 or 30 leagues of coastline and at the same time
are deeply entrenched on land; they also control several ports between them including the best and most 
frequented, namely Laphau and Coucy...These two kings obey no other authority...they are 
independent".49 
Some 15 years earlier, in 1755, the visiting French commander Pierre Poivre had also commented upon the
independence of the topasse vis-a-vis the Portuguese, especially in the way in which they tolerated the 
presence in Lifau of a large-undoubtedly seasonal-Macassar colony, also engaged in the sandal trade.50 
During colonial times Pante Macassar was the name given to the major settlement in Oecusse located 
several kilometres east of the historic Lifau site and running parallel with the beach or pantai, as it is known
in Malay. 

 Conclusion 

 The emergence of a new source of power around a creolized group has no parallel in this hemisphere 
although, as mentioned, might in a sense be compared to the slave rebellion of Haiti leading to the 
establishment of a Republic. Yet there are significant differences as well. The topasse of the remote oceanic
island were hardly influenced by the message of the French revolution. Theirs was an opportunistic push 
against both the Portuguese and the Timorese in the quest for a new local equilibrium of power, 
commensurate with their intermediary role as cultural brokers, as interpreters between two disparate culture
- the peoples of the eastern archipelago and the European - and to restore their status as key brokers with th
Chinese and the Dutch in the sandal trade. The great rebellions of the eighteenth century also Coincided 
with a period when the influence of the Church was in decline, a situation that would not be reversed until 
well into the next century. 
 While inter-ethnic warring, slave-raiding and head-hunting had long antecedents in Timor society, the 
precipitous entry into Timor of outsiders-topasse as much European-from the seventeenth century onwards 
provoked strong resistance by hose whose lives were most disrupted, namely indigenous Timorese. Unlike 
Goa or Malacca, where the conquest of a Sultanate or sophisticated power structure disrupted local tributary
arrangements, and where the Portuguese substituted themselves as sovereign masters, and unlike the ease o
Macau where the Portuguese ingratiated themselves to local Chinese mandarins and the Chinese 
trade-tributary system through bribery, later institutionalized as ground-rent, the case of Timor was far mor
African. By this is meant that, in the real absence of a single dominating system of state power -not even 
Wehale- the conquest or incorporation of one tribal lineage or raja left many other tribal and speech groups
on the outside. 
 Again, while this view of history may have its attractions, there is no sense that rebellion was coordinated 
across the island, just as there was no one Timor nation in the seventeenth century. Timorese did not speak 
a common language, there were no books, high priests or centralized kingship Capable of organizing 
concerted resistance. Yet fierce organized resistance on a local or even regional level, as illustrated by the 
fly in amber representation of the Cailaco rebellion, was a characteristic in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. One question that requires further research is that of the acquisition of military skills and 
technology on the part of the topasse who, as seen, fought alongside the Portuguese at Cailaco but turned 
upon them at Lifau. Were these scions of Portuguese sailors and merchants privy to foreign military 
methods, and, equally, were they able in close battle to match firelocks against firelocks which gained 
increasing currency as trade items in the archipelago by the eighteenth Century? 
 There is a real sense then that the symbolic links on the part of the topasse with the Portuguese crown, even
if their drive for independence often put them at loggerheads with the Portuguese locally, actually enabled 
the Estado da India to uphold its presence in Timor long after they were expelled from other parts of the 
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archipelago. This we have seen was achieved by the balancing role played by the topasse between the 
native Timorese rulers, the Dutch, the Chinese and even the Macassans in the struggle for Control over the 
sandalwood trade. At this time we can say that the island of Timor was split between three powers, 
Portuguese in the northeast, the Dutch in the southwest, and the topasse in the north central part of the 
island in control of sandalwood as the key resource.51 
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5 
Dili: The Foundation s 

 In the broader scheme of metropolitan developments it is clear that, unlike Goa and Macau, the distant 
oceanic colony of Timor was isolated in the extreme. 
Whereas Goa was to suffer the full consequences of the Inquisition during the reign of Joao V (1707-50), 
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Timor was spared. Even the long delayed news received in Timor of the precarious position of Portugal at 
the hands of Napoleon's armies and the fight of the Prince Regent to Brazil, seemed to have passed Timor 
by. Especially, there was no British takeover in Portuguese Timor as happened briefly in Macau in 1808 
and, as mentioned, in Dutch Timor between 1811-16. No doubt, Dili as took the threat made in 1822 by the
ascendant Liberals in Macau to suspend the annual subsidy to Timor very seriously, for most of the century
the new establishment remained both vulnerable and dependent upon the Macau connection. 
 While the facts surrounding the foundation of Dili in October 1769, some 200 years after the pioneering 
actions by Dominicans in the Solor-Flores zone, and 100 years subsequent to the fortification of Lifau, are 
not well documented, we know that once established in the new praca or Capital of Dili, the Portuguese 
looked to fortifying their defences, not only against an external enemy, but also against the Timorese. 
As documented in this chapter, defences would have mattered little without diplomatic success on the part 
of the Portuguese in winning allies from among strategic liurai. No less, as this chapter argues, attempts to 
implant a colonial administration in the eastern part of the island in a period even prior to the establishment
of die first British settlement in Australia, would have been doomed without the creation of a customs 
regime along with other governmental institutions in the endeavour to regain control over the island's trade 
that had, lamentably, slipped into the hands of Portugal's traditional rivals, the Dutch, the topasse and the 
Chinese. 

Alliances 

 In a process which remains unelaborated, soon after the Portuguese planted their nag in Dili, some 42 reis 
made their way to the new capital to swear loyalty.1 In one account, the key collaborating reino or regulo 
that made Governor Teles de Meneses' gambit possible were D. Felipe de Freitas Soares of Vermasse and 
D. Alexandre of Motae1, the latter who offered temo or written terms of loyalty on the cession to the 
Portuguese Crown of what amounted to all the cultivable land on the Dili plain as far as the encircling 
mountains, along with wood for the construction of public buildings and men and horses to help defend Dil
against external aggression.2 
 Although it is hard to document, there is no question as, discussed in the context of the topasse rebellion, 
that the survival of the Portuguese in this distant part of the archipelago rested at least as much upon their 
ability to strike alliances with local tributaries, the luirais or regulos in Timor, as upon their military prowes
Just which regulo, and how many regulos, is always difficult to reconstruct, as opinion varies between 
sources and over time. Notwithstanding the setback in Lifau and the earlier trials in Dili and Manatuto, it 
appears from all the evidence that Dili in the foundation period achieved more success in winning over 
allies from among the regulo than it did by mid-century when rebellion again became endemic. It may not 
just be a case of better documentation for the later period, but also a case of the withering of bonds created 
between the church and the regulos reaching back to the Dominicans. Compared to the early period, when 
the mission was established in Manatuto and even Viqueque, in the latter period, the church had virtually 
withdrawn itself to the "comforts" of Dili. Thus, former Governor Antonio Joaquim Garcia writing in 1870
observed that, whereas in 1776, 44 reinos paid taxes to the value of 23,000 pardaus (gold), during his term, 
a mere 23 reinos paid 2,000 florins. 3 
 An anonymous memorial published in 1844 in the Macau newspaper, Aurora Macaense, is illuminating. 
Observing the Serviao-Belu distinction, this writer drew up a balance sheet on Dutch, Portuguese, and 
topasse power on the island in the decades following the shift to Dili. Maubara, in this account, was under 
the Dutch nag where, in 1756, a fort was constructed during the governorship of Manoel Doutel de 
Figueiredo Sarmento (1750-56). 4 
Within decades of the foundation of Dili, then, the Portuguese were masters of the northern coastal littoral 
from Batugede in the west to Lautem near the eastern extremity of the island. Fjqua11y, the Portuguese had
won key allies in such interior locations as Motael, south of Dili; Dailor, south of Motael, along with Atsab
and Maubesse; east and southeast of Dili, Ermera, Liquisa, and Leamean; west of Dili, Hera and Vermasse;
and, on the frontier with Serviao, Cova and Balibo; and southeast of Dili across the cordillera, Somoro, 
1Jaeluta and Viqueque. But there were also many gaps in this system of alliances, notably on the south 
coast, and among many interior locations in the east. 
 The loyalty question, along with basic facts surrounding the establishment of the colony, was also 
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addressed in a long report on Timor drawn up by Bernado Jose Maria de Lorena, count of Sarzedas and 
Governor of Goa (1807-16). This was addressed to incoming Governor Vitorino Flreire da Cunha Gusmao 
(1812-15) in an attempt to set the record right on what, as he learnt from the Goa archives, was a deplorable
state of affairs in the Oceanic colony. Especially because of the loss of the Dili archives in 1779, the 
Sarzedas document, to which we shall refer in this chapter, represents the most complete account of this 
period. Governor de Castro also quoted it in his work.5 
 Not all rebellion was from the traditional enemy, however, but also stemmed from subordination within the
ranks. Dili's second governor, Caetano de Lemos Telo de Meneses (1776-79), faced down a challenge from
two Timorese and a Portuguese, presumably from within the military. As punishment, he had their private 
property confiscated and transferred to the fazenda or treasury. Goa was not amused at such arbitrariness 
and, in an order of 25 Apd1 1779, had the unfortunate governor condemned to Mozambique where he died 
a degredado or banishee.6 
It is unclear, but it is also possible that the unfortunate governor became embroiled in Church affairs, alway
at bursting point as, in 1777, when the Bishop of Macau fired a missive alleging scandalous behaviour on 
die part of the governor.7 
Meneses was succeeded as governor on 15 June 1779 by Lourenco de Brito Correia (1779-82). 
 Reportedly, all reinos in the new colony were then at peace, with the exception of Luca, on the distant 
southeast coast in the region ofViqueque.8 
Commencing in 1781, and continuing through the rule of Governor Jose Angelo de Almeida Soares (1782-
85), revolt in Luca, also called the guerra de loucas or war of the doidas or mad, was led by a so-called 
prophet or maniaco (lit. mad) who deemed himself invulnerable. As described by de Castro, leading a 
"rude, ignorant and superstitious people", he marched on Viqueque. Contemporaneous with the Senobai 
rebellion against the Dutch in west Timor, this rebellion was only successfully crushed by Governor Joao 
Baptista Vieira Godinho (1785-88). 9 
 The first governor at Dili to win some apparent success in forming alliances with local reinos in the conflic
against the Dutch, Godinho was deemed a good governor by the standards of the time, especially as he was
responsible for winning back Lifau into the fold. This superior act of diplomacy was accomplished by 
arranging a meeting on Solor with Lt. General Pedro Hornay, to give him his state conferred title, and his 
nephew, Dom Constantino do Rosario, the rei of Solor. 
Although Portugal did not then have a permanent official presence on Solor, the latter pledged his loyalty to
Portugal, offered help to defend Dili, and usefully offered to support the new colony with provisions. In the
opinion of the count of Sarzedas, Godinho's retirement the following year and replacement with an interim 
governor arriving from Goa was a matter of regret.10 
 Incoming Governor Joaquim Xavier de Morais Sarmento (1790-94) encountered rebellion in all the reinos 
of Belos. While it is unlikely that generalized revolt on such a large scale actually occurred, in 1778 Belu 
and Manatuto revolted and, in 1790, it was the turn of Maubara and Senobai. The Manatuto affair saw the 
church along with a group of Timorese rebels, including, D. Matias Soares, Boaventura Soares Doute1, and
Francisco Soares Doutel, a group of possibly Christianized illustrados or literates, squared off against 
Governor Feliciano Antonio Nogueira Lisboa (1788-90), who had imprudently resorted to force in the 
attack on Manatuto. In this obscure affair, D. Mateus Soares threatened a complete "sedition" by Belu. 
Francisco Lulls da Cunha, the ecclesiastical authority in Manatuto, was obliged to nee to Batavia by ship, 
and the goven10r replaced. In any case, incoming Governor Sarmento arriving from Goa restored order.11 
Information is limited but, according to the Sarzedas document, GoverI10r Jose Vicente Soares da Veiga 
(1804-07) took the almost unprecedented action of sending a rebel Timorese into exile. This was D. Felipe 
de Freitas, the bastard son of the rei of Vemasse, who was sent to Goa.l2 
 By the new century, the reino of Motae1, south of Dili, had risen as a powerful independent force and, 
when Governor Vitorino da Freire da Cunha Gusmao arrived in Dili in 181 1, he found the administration 
split in two, between the liurai of Motael and the church in Manatuto.13 
While we do not know the specific Causes of these last mentioned rebellions, sequels to the war of the 
doidos recurred, just as the messianic theme in rebellions in Timor has recurred until the present age. 
 In the absence of more nuanced Portuguese documentation on relations with the reino, the detailed schema
on "kingdoms of the island of Timer", as drawn up by de Freycinet in 1818, is illuminating. This schema 
identifies reinos according to those under, respectively; Portuguese sovereignty (23), those deemed 

Page 50



"tributary" (24), and those deemed "allied" (18) over 200 years. Again, as with the earlier list of reinos, 
certain are obscure as to name and location. In any case, this list is of great interest, both in offering up the 
nomenclature of reinos, albeit yet to be standardized in print, and in revealing the early divisioning of the 
island between colonialisms, important if we are to arrive at an understanding of the development of 
Timorese identity or identities. Freycinet's list also shows the longevity of certain of these reinos, and how 
certain lost rank, were superseded, or disappeared into the Dutch sphere of influence owing to their 
peripheral location, or as a result of future territorial struggles between the Dutch and the Portuguese. De 
Freycinet offers only five kingdoms then dependent upon Holland, some of them obscure, but certain of 
considerable extent; namely, Amanubang, Amarassi, Anfoan, Bacannassi, Kupang, Muni and Stolo.14 
Although, as noted below, the visiting Frenchman de Rosily claimed to have seen a citadel in Dili in 1772, 
this was probably the remains of the first earthern wall constructed by Governor Teles de Meneses, as it wa
not until 22 September 1796 that an order was given to construct a fortaleza in Dili. This was under 
Governor Joao Baptista Vesquaim (1784-1800). Two reasons were given for this initiative to be facilitated 
with the assistance of loyal reis and at the expense of the Fazenda Real or royal treasury. First, the Maubara
and Sonobai - to whom the Dutch had offered powder - were in full rebellion against certain rei vassalo of 
Portugal, and second, Dili was deemed vulnerable to attack from, variously, the French, Dutch, and British,
especially as the latter had recently taken over Banda and Amboina as part of British takeover of Dutch 
possessions in the archipelago during the Napoleonic interregnum. Although Kupang was temporarily 
reprieved when, in 1799, armed slaves and tribesmen drove out the British occupiers, Governor Jose 
Joaquim de Sousa (1800-04) saw to it that a tranqueira of loose stone with clay bulwarks was constructed in
Dili, fortified with cannon of various calibre. At this time, the military was reorganized into three 
companies, the Guarda, the Fortaleza de S. Francisco, and S. Domingos.15 
 While, as seen, the Portuguese were hard put to win enduring allies from among the Timorese, much less 
the topasse, they were successful in co-opting a (mostly) loyal cadre of mercenary forces. From the time of 
the founding of Lifau, these forces comprised three elements; the moradores or civilian military forces, the 
Bidau, and the Sica. The Bidau and Sica originated, respectively, from Solor and Sica on Flores drawn 
from Christianized elements also intermarried with Goans and Africans most probably, as discussed below,
drawn from the colony's slave population. The Bidau resided over long time in the suburb of that name in 
Dili as a cohesive group speaking a distinctive Portuguese creole. Equally, a Company of moradores based 
in Manatuto enabled the Portuguese to maintain control over this important centre over long time. 
Ordinarily, these forces received no stipend or even armaments but were called up in time of war.16 
At the time of de Freycinet's visit, the colony also deployed a number of regular soldiers, comprised in part
of Europeans and cipayes or sepoys from India, reinforced by native conscripts supplied by the rajas along 
with the moradores. Of the officer Cadre, 50 to 60 strong, certain resided permanently in Dili, while others 
were posted to outlying regions. 
De Freycinet mentions 40 military posts spread out along the coast, in addition to a camp d'observation in 
the interior manned by 2,000 native forces under Portuguese officers for the purpose of neutralizing any 
Dutch ambitions. The Calibre and effectiveness of the colony's defenses, however, was somewhat called 
into question by the state of Dili's fortifications, described as highly vulnerable with cannon in bad 
condition. Owing to a chronic shortage of personnel, many of the lower ranks of the administration were 
actually staffed by deportados from Goa. 17 

The Rise of Commerce 

 The northeastern parts of Timor along with Dill were observed in 1772 or a couple of years after the shift 
from Lifau by F.E. de Rosily then a young ensign on board a French voyage of discovery in the Indian 
Ocean led by Captain Saint-Allouarn. Dili, he observed, was the seat of the Governor "with around 40 
whites, Indians and many sepoys, most of whom orginated from Goa and Mozambique". Dili, he 
commented, had already established a citadel and was the seat of a bishop, in addition to a military 
commander and "religious commissioner" at Manatuto. In fact, as de Rosily observed, all the villages along
the coast hosted a church. He also commented upon the presence in Manatuto of a "commandant Chinois 
de Macau" and "sindic et agent de commerce des Portuguese", a reference to the Capitao China or Chinese 
community leader. The currency then in use, was the lndo-Portuguese pardao, 18 
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the gold coin introduced into Solor and Timor by the Dominicans. 
 It is not sure how many Chinese were among Governor Teles de Meneses' evacuation but, gradually, small
colonies of Chinese developed under, variously, Dutch and Portuguese protection in Kupang, Lifau, and, 
with the shift of capital, Dili. 
The activities of the Macau-based traders and the character of the sandalwood trade at various uncontrolled
points along the coast led to the first permanent settlement by Chinese in Timor. As Ormeling describes it, 
always involving "lengthy preliminary discussions with native rulers". By 1775 a distinct Chinese quarter 
was established in Kupang, with the food trade controlled by the Chinese. Later, the Chinese moved inland 
from Kupang and Atapupu as travelling traders. With time, some 300 Chinese families of mostly Macau 
origin, spread out over Kupang, Atapupu and Dili, came to dominate Timor's entire import-export trade, 
especially in sandalwood destined for China via Macassar and beeswax destined for the Javanese batik 
industry, but also in demand by Chinese who used it in the manufacture of candles. Through the first half o
the nineteenth century there were still signs of direct trade between the Chinese living in Kupang and their 
native Macau. Notably, the annual Macau-Dili vessel still called regularly at Kupang bringing provisions fo
the Chinese.19 
In fact, de Rosily observed two Portuguese vessels from Macau in Dili harbour during his sojourn. Each 
was of 300 tons. Arriving in March they returned in late June having taken on sandal, honey and a few 
slaves.20 
It is clear that the rise of the Chinese connection served to make the venerable Goa connection with Timor 
and Flores increasingly tenuous. Owing to die interventions and jealousies of Macau, Dill ceased to be in 
direct shipping communication with Goa after 1790 and thereafter all official communication with the 
Estado da India, which did not fully relinquish its jurisdiction over Timor until late the following century, 
passed through Macau. From this time on, governors, judges, soldiers, and other officials appointed by Indi
arrived in Timor after the long circuitous passage via Macau. 
Indeed, from 1811, Goa progressively ordered the Leal Senado of Macau to advance funds to cover Timor 
in six areas, namely, war material, such as gunpowder transported from Goa; support for the Dominican 
mission to the amount of 750 taels (of silver) annually; further support to the church in Timor derived from
the fruits of a lottery established in Macau in May 1810; a 1000 pataca advance to governors, commencing 
with the appointment of Governor Freire de Gusmao (1811); payment of official travel expenses along with
expenses incurred by deportados; and,, crucially, for the viability of the colonial administration, 
commencing in 1820, Macau was required to offer a 6,000 pataca annual subsidy in support of the Timor 
colony.21 
 The problems of early colonisation in Timor were not entirely lost upon the Portuguese world, at least in 
Macau where Timor was best understood. The Aurora Macaense report also offered certain critical 
observations and recommendations, especially over the practice of dumping its most incorrigible, uncouth, 
and uneducated convicts in the new colony, a practice that commenced during the Lifau period. According 
to the report, these individuals included those guilty of serious crimes and otherwise lacking "honour". 
While, acknowledging the importance of the garrison provided by Goa, the report also called for officer 
graduates and missionaries of good calibre if Timor was to be lifted from its low base. Also observing that 
the missions on Solor and Larantuca had been practically abandoned, it urged the restoration of these 
outposts through the provision of new shipping lines that should also be extended to the south coast of 
Timor. The report also strongly argued for assistance from Macau in the form of commerce, immigration, 
agriculture, stonemasons, and shipwrights.22 
In part, it is clear that this report answered back at Governor Teles de Meneses' retrograde act of 
suppressing the inter-island trade conducted by the missionaries, a decree still in force at the time of de 
Freycinet's visit. As the Frenchman commented, the prohibition prevented the Timorese from using the 
mission ships for their trading activities thus obliging them to treat with the Dutch and the Macassans to the
great disadvantage of Dili.23 
As the Aurora Macaense report concluded, only the revival of the missions would succeed in winning over 
the vacillating regulos on Timor, thus fending off the depredations of both the Dutch and the Macassans. 
But, in this scenario, Macau would have to pay the bill until trade paid the colony's way. 24 
 We lean from the Goa archives that, by 1813, Dili's (non-native) population had increased to 1,768 persons
or 40 per cent over the statistic for the 1770s (750 persons of whom 375 were slaves). According to Bauss, 
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this statistic included 688 African slaves or 38 per cent of the population. Although we have not seen other 
evidence of this African component of Dill society, it is also true, as Bauss confirms, that the Portuguese 
slave trade across and beyond die Indian Ocean involved the transportation of 200 to 250 Mozambiquan 
slaves annually until 1830.25 
By mid-century, however, in large part owing to the Macau connection, Timor began to attract a settled 
community of free emigrants. While the practice of sending degredados from Macau to Timer goes back to
the early years of the foundation of Dili (the archival record mentions one case in 1803), the latter category
numbered those who had already served their time. 
As seen in a fo11owing chapter, numerous observers would applaud the contribution made by the Chinese 
community to Timor's development. 
 Beginning with Governor Joao Baptista Vieira Godinho (1785-88), Dili tried in vain to abolish the sandal 
monopoly held by Macau. This governor supported an open trade between Timor and Goa as Timor 
imported goods from Batavia which could just as well be imported from Goa. Timor, on the other hand, 
exported goods much in demand in India, including tobacco, "superior to American and similar to 
Virginia". 
He also cited such promising trade commodities then available in Timor as saltpetre, canella, tombac, 
nutmeg, copper and oil. In any case, it is probable that, from 1768, the annual voyage from Macau to Timer
was temporarily suspended owing to the insurrection at Lifau. By 1785, however, the Dili customs 
authority was established, theoretically giving Timor full control over this important source of state 
revenues. Such control was important as, by the end of the century, the wages of die Governor and officials
were paid out of custom's revenues derived from Dili. This new dispensation evidently encouraged certain 
Portuguese and Armenian families, alongside Chinese, to set up business in Dili. In short time customs post
were established at various points on the north coast either under Portuguese rule, or to signal Portuguese 
rule to those who might have reason to doubt.26 Even so, it was not until 15 June 1799 under Governor 
Jose Anselmo Soares that a Fazenda Real was established in Dili. 
 The Sarzedas document gives some idea of the relative volumes of trade in the early decades of Dili. 
Measured in paradaus, customs receipts on wine and tax paid in money and kind amounted to 24$530, 66 
avos in 1793-94 and 38$244, 74 avos the following year. But by 1808-10 the amount collected was even 
less and only 16 reinos were actually paying fintas. The document records vastly diminished returns on 
extraction of sandal during governorship of Antonio de Mendonca Corte Real (1807-10). This owed to two
factors, first the interruptions occasioned by Sonbai's war against the reino of Oculosi and, second, as also 
discussed below, the predatory actions of English whaling ships in local waters in Capturing all voyages of 
commerce, whether Dutch, Macassan or Chinese.27 
 As all imports into Timor and all exports from the colony were channeled via Dili and, from 1830-41, 
through customs posts at Cutababa, Lamessane, and Metinara, and, as the colony was dependent upon 
custom's revenues to help defray official salaries, it can be said that, overall, customs revenues represented 
barometer of the colony's economic health. Although government income was supplemented by fintas 
imposed upon reinos vassalos, the amounts actually collected from this source were largely insignificant 
even through until the end of the century. Figures published in de Castro's study (customs revenues in Dili 
reveal that, from 1830 until 1837Jhere was actually a diminution of receipts (from 9,559 rupiahs to 3,957 
rupiahs), but 1838 saw a quadrupling over the previous year to 11,804 rupiahs rising to 21,598 rupiahs in 
1841. This erstwhile mini-boom was followed by a slump in the 1840s, which, as shown in a following 
chapter, would represent the nadir for the colony, and an abyss from which it would only emerge in the late
1850s with the successful adaptation of the coffee industry to Timor under Governor de Castro, and his 
immediate predecessor tJu1'S Augusto de Almeida Macedo (1856-59). It should be mentioned that, as with
other Portuguese colonies, Timor was declared open to foreign shipping in 1844. The "free port" status of 
Dili, notwithstanding, most imports into Timor were Subject to a 6 per cent ad valorem tax, while exports 
were subject to a 5 per cent tax.28 
In the period before Timor was developed as a plantation economy, what products produced in Timor were
then in world or regional demand and, indeed, what trade products entered Timor as items of consumption?
De Rosily offers that the products most in demand were, besides cloth, firearms, powder and sabres traded 
against slaves, horses, buffaloes, honey and sandal. Key brokers in these exchanges were the Macassans 
who arrived in Oecusse every two years in theirptlt2uhs of 20-30 tons. Trade paces for firearms were two 
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buffaloes or one good horse for one rime. The Frenchman also recorded the presence of coffee and sugar 
cane, albeit grown au naturel.28 
Writing some decades later, de Freycinet offers the following list of trade items in Timor; slaves, up to 100
piastres for a women, according to beauty, one third of that for a man; cane11a sold to Goa in 1799; leather
and a certain amount of copper exported from Dili to Macau; cachalot and especially ambergris, much 
sought after by English and American whalers; bamboo; exported to China; tobacco; grown to supply the 
needs of foreign vessels, along with fruits, corn, rice and fresh vegetables; trepang; a small quantity 
collected at Kupang, along with rattan and bird's nests; honey; great quantities exported; salt; long an article
of trade; buffalo skins and live animals, including buffalos and horses all exported. Certain other potential 
export products such as sago and cotton were for local consumption only. 30 
 Crawfurd, writing in 1820 and drawing on information gathered during his period as British Resident to th
court of die Sultan of Java, emphasizes the importance of three key trade items from Timor in the 
archipelago-wide trade. The first was sandalwood, which fetched a price in Java of 8 to 13 Spanish dollars 
or 45 per cent cheaper than that of Malabar and exported to the Java and the China market at a volume of 
hot under 8,000 piculs. The second was bees’ wax, collected naturally at the expense of the honey. The 
annual quantity of wax exported from Portuguese ports in Timor was 20,000 piculs sold for five Spanish 
dollars a picul and destined for markets in Bengal and China. Third, was whale-fishery, a reference to the 
seas around "the Spice islands, and particularly towards Timor, and that part of the Pacific Ocean Which 
lies between the Archipelago and New Holland, [and where] the Cachelot or Spennaceti whale abounds". 
Evoking the picture drawn in Melville's classic Moby-Dick on the activities of roving searchers after 
cachelot in die narrow Straits between the islands of the eastern archipelago, Crawfurd mentions that during
the British interregnum in the Moluccas, between ten and twelve English ships would put in annually at Dil
port to re-provision.31 
Writing half a century later, de Castro observed that of the 50 to 60 ships entering Timor ports armua11y, 
most were whalers, and most vessels were Australian and American. None were Portuguese. The regional 
trade was conducted by Macassan sailing prauhs or Dutch schooners.32 
 Although coffee was introduced into Java in the early eighteenth century, and subsequently established as 
plantation economy by the Dutch in both the West Indies and the East Indies, the potential of Timor for 
coffee was slow in being realized. 
While the first reference to coffee among Timor's lists of products dates from the time of Governor Soares 
da Veiga in the opening years of the nineteenth century, the first, albeit unsuccessful attempt to establish 
coffee plantations probably relying on tribute labour, was made in 1815. This was under the governorship 
of Victorino Freire da Cunha Gusmao, described by de Castro as a man of great intelligence and imbued 
with the spirit of a reformer. Besides coffee, he also promoted the cultivation of sugar cane and established 
rum factory.33 
De Freycinet, while duly recording experiments in coffee and sugar growing, was less sanguine as to 
developments in this area, observing that coffee was merely "an object of pure curiosity" in Timor at that 
time.34 
The pioneering efforts of the Dominicans, notwithstanding, it are notable that the first Systematic efforts to
take stock of Timor's mineral resources were made at this time. Governor Jose Pinto Alcoforado de 
Azevedo e Sousa (1815-19) dispatched 200 then on an expedition looking for oil in the reinos of Bibicussu
Samoro, Turiscain and Tutuloro. 
His successor, Manuel Joaquim de Matos G6is (1831-32), engaged an expert to explore for gold, copper, 
saltpetre, and other resources.35 

Vials of the Governors 

 In a situation where neither of the two European powers on the island actually controlled territory far 
beyond the immediate vicinity of the main settlements, it would be surprising if the first Governors in Dili 
did not experience serious challenges to their authority. Arriving during Governor Souza's term of office, 
the French mission under de Freycinet's command offers up a rare glimpse of Dill society at this age. 
From the separate accounts of Jacques Arago, artist aboard the Uranie, and Rose de Freycinet, the 
commander's wife, we lean of an effusive reception for the French voyagers and European allies, including 
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sumptuous dinners toasted with Madeira wine, and coordinated cannon salutes. As Rose describes it, and as
recorded in a watercolor by French artist Pe11ion, the de Freycinets might have been excused for believing
they were entering some Portugalized version of an oriental court. Escorted by slaves bearing giant parasols
they entered the palace gardens to the sounds of music, wherein they were presented to governor and 
official entourage along with their Timorese wives. These daughters of rajas, Rose observed, were dressed 
in old-fashioned French style, albeit much discommoded by shoes; 1adies' maids were richly attired in 
Timor fashion with gold ornament, while crouching slaves extended betel nut on demand. In suffocating 
heat, the European party danced minuets into the night while the ladies of Dili danced a la Malay. 36 
 It is of interest, as Arago offers, while the governor was "young, amiable, jovial, and...well informed", he 
was also a political "exile" in Dili for whatever reason. Neverthless, alongside the "despotic yoke" of the 
Dutch at Kupang, government at Dili appeared "mild". Local rajas who thronged the Governor were treated
with distinction, admitted into his apartments at all hours, and frequently received at his table. It was 
apparent to Arago, although he could hardly have been disabused, that Dili's greatest strength was "the 
affection of the inhabitants for their governor". He also observed with candour that, lacking Kupang's 
"civilized" Chinese quarter, which included school and temple, Dili largely offered the appearance of, a 
palm leaf thatched village, the only exception being the governor's palace, a new church (St. Anthony's), 
the fort, and stockades.37 
 But this was also a turbulent time in Timor. Because of the death of incoming Governor Miguel da Silveira
hyena in 1832, interim government Was entrusted to F.Vicente Ferreira Varela who, in conflict with two 
other members of the junta, had them arrested and took charge of government until the arrival of a new 
governor, Jose Maria Marques. 
What this suggests is that, notwithstanding the weakened missionary role of the church in Timor, the 
authority of the church was such that, in its ongoing feud with the state, it could not easily be dismissed, at 
least, as seen below, until the full weight of the liberal revolution in Portugal led to the expulsion of the 
missions in 1834. 
 Not all threats to the Portuguese were intema1, however. Pelissier has written of a little known incident tha
occurred in September 1847 continuing the following year, the year of revolution in Europe. This concerns 
the activities of Macassan or more likely Buginese pirates or slave-traders on the coast of Timor at a place 
called Sama in the district of Lautem. It is not that this incident was rare or particularly threatening to the 
colony, but in Pelissier's picaresque description, actually exposed die weaknesses of coastal defences under
Governor Juliao Jose da Silva Vieira (1844-48). This state of affairs saw the Buginese get the better of an 
arresting party, killing one alferes or sublieutenant and two soldiers. Later, a disproportionate force of 3,000
men drawn from loyal reinos confronted 70 Buginese who resisted attack for four and a half months. 
In this debacle of truly Conradian proportions or at least evocative of more than one of this writer's eastern 
novels, the governor suspected Complicity between the reino of Sarau and the Buginese interlopers and 
ordered an expedition to punish the reino. This was accomplished with great vengeance over a period of 
eight months, an act that also involved collecting 2,000 rupees inderrmity.38 
 In 1848 incoming Governor Olavo Monteiro Torres (1848-51) bequeathed a colony literally abandoned by
his superiors with forces diminished to 120 soldiers, mostly Timorese. P61issier writes that, before 
succumbing to Timor's notorious fevers, this governor had not received a single order or decree from 
Macau. But he, too, became involved in an obscure rebellion involving a disaffected moradores in the reino
of Ermera, future district of Maubara. In what may have been the largest campaign since the battle of 
Cailaco, a force of 6,000 razed Ermera to the ground, killing the liurai and 60 of his subjects. In even more 
obscure circumstances, the Governor called upon the liurai of Oecusse to rally against Balibo which had 
also risen in revolt. The actions of the latter in planting the Portuguese flag in Janilo, in turn, brought down
recriminations from the Netherlands which feared losing inland access from Atapupu.39 
 It remained for incoming Governor Jose Joaquim Lopes de Lima (1851-52) to put an end to the revolt of 
the rebel liurai of Sarau, Dom Mateus, and conspirator alongside the Bugis, by pressing into action the 
gunboat Mondego while, at the same time, deploying on land the arraias, a troop of warriors mobilized by 
the Portuguese or offered by the liurai to the Portuguese. Following a successful campaign, all that remaine
was to transport back to Dili the heads of the victims to await the customary and macabre "festival of 
heads", by now a ritualized part of Portuguese lore a the Oceanic colony. It seems unclear but it is possible 
that, at a time when Lopes de Lima was still governing, the Mondego was dispatched to Suai on the south 
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coast bringing artillery and munitions to reinforce the garrison in a part of the island that had hitherto 
resisted paying the finta and where smuggling sapped tile coffers of the customs service. Although the 
circumstances of this mission are obscure, the reino of Lamaquito was attacked.40 
 As Pe1issier declaims of this period, the years 1852-59 remain a "black hole" it terms of our knowledge, 
except to say that these years saw no more stability than others. A single Portuguese account of this period 
describes the revolt of a reino Called Manumera, albeit not figuring in any list of reinos, suggesting to this 
author the Portuguese penchant for inventing toponyms, a practice then replicated by copyists. To this spare
knowledge we also learn from the Macau journal 0 Independente that the rebel liurai of Vermasse (Do m 
Domingos de Freitas Soares) who declared war in 1859 was deported to Lisbon.41 

Conclusion 

 There is no question that the first governors in Dili built upon the labours of the Dominican pioneers in the
east in wining loyal allies from among key reinos. We could go as far as to conclude that if it was not for th
support offered by such key allies as the reino of Motael, the moradores of Manatuto, and others, the ability
of the Portuguese to even survive in Dili is in doubt, especially as die Timer voyage from Goa via Macau 
was sporadic at best and took up to one year to achieve after waiting out the change of the monsoon in 
Macau. While the documentation passes lightly over the early struggles that beset the incoming governors i
the new colony founded at Dili, it is surprising that there was no repeat of battle of the Cailaco during this 
period although, as observed, there were plenty of intimations of what would later become almost 
inter-generational wars against the malai or Portuguese. 
 Yet, the Portuguese played it both ways. As various European travellers observed, the most indelible 
Portuguese contribution to the landscape during this period was the series of fortaleza stretching from 
Batugede to Lautem, suggesting the imperative never to repeat the lessons of Lifau. Only the most 
rudimentary of urban structures developed during this period outside of Dili. Likewise, the enduring symbo
of the missions, to which many Timorese had identified, came to be replaced with the new symbol of 
temporal power, the custom house and the fortaleza, located along the north coast wherever the illicit trade 
appeared to be most focused. But, even with the gradual recovery of commerce on the island in the wake of
the topasse rebellion and the establishment of Dili, so much of the new revenue generated fell not into 
government coffers but into the hands of adventurers and freebooters working the long unguarded coast. 
From a governmental point of view, the new colony had yet to redeem its promise. Even the modus vivendi
arrived at with key allies among neighbouring reino masked the hidden menace of revolt which, as shown 
below, belied the confidence of the Portuguese in their own project, and always threatened to unravel to 
their mortal peril. 

Notes 

 1. 0 Documento Sarzedas, Conde de Sarzedas-- -Victorino Freire da Cunha Gusmao, Governador e 
Capitao Geral das llhas de Solor e Timor, Goa, 28 de Abril de 18ll, in A. F'aria de Morais, So'lor e Timor, 
Agencia Geral das Co16nias, Lisboa, 1944, pp. 138J69. 
 2. J.S. Vaquinhas, "Communicado: Timor", 0 Macaense, Vol., III, No.99: 3, 6 de Mareo de 1884. 
 3. BPMTVo1.m, No.45, 31 October 1870. 
 4. "Mem6da sobre as Ilhas de Solor e Timor", AujnOtla Macaense, Vo1.I, 6 de Janeiro de 1844. 
  5. Ibid. 
  6. Ibid. 
 7. AfIU Maeau ex ll dcN= 3, January i4, 1777. 
 8. 0 Documento Sat?edas. 
 9. AHonso de Castro, As possessoes portuguesas na oceania, Imprensa Naciona1, Lisboa, 1867, p. 378. 
 10. 0 Documento Sarzedas, and jm Timor ex dcK: No.20, l8 abd1 1784, Goa. 
 11. 0 Documento Sarzedas. 
  12.Ibid. 
 13. L.C.D. de Freycinet, Voyage autour du monde execute' Fur les coweites S.M l'Ufmie et la Physicienne
pendant les annee's 1817-1820, Pads, 1827. 

Page 56



  14. Ibid. 
  15. 0 Documento Sarzedas. 
 16. The fortunes 6f the Bidau, Sica and the monadores can be traced in the pages of the BGM and BPMT. 
 1 7. de Freycinet, Voyage, p. 7 1 2. See Planta tlydrotopographica da FtTaga e Porto de Di11y ten'eno 
circumvizinho na llha de pnmor. Levantado pelo pI'enente Coronel de Artiharia LeaO Cabreira 1 841 
[250x72mm]. 
 l8. Anne Lombard-Jourdan, "Un m6moire in6dit de F'.B. de Rosily sup l'ile de Timor (1772)", Anchipel, 
Vo1.23, 1992, pp. 75- 104. This article also carries comments and elaborations by L.F.R. Thomaz. 
 19. F.J. Orlneling, The Tl'mOr Pnoblem, J.B. Wolters, Groningen, Djakarta, 1957, pp. 130-3. 
 20. Lombard-Jourdain, "Un memoire in6dit de F.E. de Rosily". 
 21. Archival source AH LS 402 Doc 41 cited in Antonio Vale, "Macau nas Ordens R6gias (1810-1820)", 
Asianostna.. Revista de Cultura Portuguesa do Oriente, No. 2, Novembro de 1994, pp. 33-73. 
 22. "Mem6ria Sobre as llhas de Solor e pI'imor", Aunonl Macaense, No.51, Vo1.1, 1844, pp. 1 16-17. 
 23. de Freycinet, Voyage, pp. 535N6. 
 24. "Mem6ria", AuflOtla Macaense. 
 25. Rudy Bauss, "A demographic study of Portuguese India and Macau as well as corrments on MozamN 
bique and Timor, l750-185o", The Indian Economic and Social History Review, 34, 2, 1977, pp. 199 & 
215, who cites "Mappa dos moradores nesta praea Di11i, 1 8 13", correspondencia de Macfromonsoon 
Collection HAG, 1308, folio 256. 
 26. A. Teodoro de Matos, "Timor and the Portuguese Trade in the Orient during the 1 8th Century" in 
A.T. de Matos e L. F. R.Thomaz (eds.) As RelaEO?eS enttle a India Portuguesa, aAsia do Sueste e o 
Extremo Oriente, Actas do VI Seminario lntemacional de Hist6ria lndo-Portuguesa, Macau 22-26 Out. 
1991 , MacaujLisboa, 1993, pp. 
437-45. 
  27. 0 Documento Sarzedas 
 28. de Castro, Aspossesso?es, pp. 336-60. 
 29. LOmbard-Joudain, "Un memoire in6dit de F.E. de Rosily", p. 98. De Rosily, concerlled to sound out 
the possibilities of acquiring slaves from Timor to work in the plantations on the F'rench Indian ocean 
colony of Mauritius, chided the Portuguese for not more actively exploiting thi s trade opportunity. He 
reckoned that such reluctance could owed either to a Portuguese preference for slaves from Mozambique, o
to their reluctance to publicize this trade itemton Timor least il attract gurmnners and adventurers. 
 30. de Freycinet, Voyage, pp. 693J594. 
 3 1. John Crawfurd, History of the Archipelago, Edinburgh, 1820, pp. 421-22, 438-39, 447. 
 32. de Castro, Aspossessoes, pp. 336-60. 
  33. rbid. 
 34. de Freycinet, Voyage, p. 693. 
 35. P. Manuel Teixeira, Macau e a sua diocese.. Missoes de Timor, pnpografla da Missao do Padroado, 
Maeau, 1974. 
 36. Manbe Bassett, Realms and Islands: The World Voyage of Rose de FjniyCinet in the Corvette Urmie 
1817-1822, Oxford, London, 1962, pp. 103-107. 
 37 J. Arago, Nam2tive of a Voyage Round the World, Treutte1, hndon, 1823, pp. 213i 
 38. Rend P6lissier, Timor en Guerjne, Le Crocodile et les Purtugais (1847-1913), P61issier, Orgeva1, 
1996, p. 
25, citing de Castro, As possessoes. 
 39. Ibid., p. 29. 
 40. Ibid. In another version, while en route from Timor to Batavia, the Mondego, under the Command of 
Lieut. ManueLos6 da Nobrega, was attacked by pirates and -a young oifleer killed. pllo avenge his death, 
two of the pirate ships were captured, I 9 killed, the rest put to night by swimnhg and die pirate stKkade 
destroyed @GPMTS, Vo1.VIII, No.2, 10 January 1852]. 
 41. P6lissier, Timor en Guerre, pp. 40-41. 

 

Page 57



 
6 

Colonial Process in Nineteenth Century Portuguese Timor 

 Whereas the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries witnessed the discovery and first settlement of Timor by
the Portuguese along with the establishment of the Christian mission in the colony, it was only in the 
nineteenth century that he colonial power saw to the establishment of a colonial economy. In part this was 
pragmatic, owing to the burden imposed by Timor upon, respectively, Goa and Macau and in part fitted 
with modem colonial logic that colonies should pay for themselves. But separated by long distance from 
metropole and sub-metropole (Goa and Macau) and given the backward state of the local economy, the 
rebellious character of the local population, as much the particularity of local forms of tributary rule based 
upon reinos, along with the ambitions of colonial rival Holland in the eastern archipelago, Lisbon despaired
of its wayward colony, treating it as a dumping ground for deportados and Governors alike. 
Outside of church-state relations, always testy in Timor, not much of Portugal's Liberal revolution of the 
early decades of the nineteenth century found local echoes in Timor, as was definitely the case in Goa and 
Macau. Such ambivalence in attitudes by the metropolitan government reflected in the many experiments in
colonial administration foisted upon the unfortunate half island, at times administered from Goa, and at 
times, dependant upon Macau for orders as much as cash to pay official salaries. This chapter seeks to trace
the character of colonial rule in nineteenth century Timor as much the rise of a colonial economy 
fundamentally based upon the export of fleeholder and then plantation coffee. 

Public Administration and Governance 

 Whereas the period from l769, following the shift of the capital from Lifau up until 1 836 can be described
as a discrete administrative phase, insofar as Dili served as the Capital of Portuguese power on Timor and 
the Governor served as "Governor of the islands", the various arrangements by which Timor was 
administered through the nineteenth century are more complex, essentially reflecting experiments as much 
as economic and military realities which, in various ways, made Timor dependent upon, respectively Goa, 
Macau and metropolis. 
 From 1836 until 1844, then, Timor along with Solor was administratively dependent upon the Estado da 
India and governed by a Goverl10r delegate of the Viceroy seated in Goa. Judicial power was exercised by 
an ouvidor or judge named either by Goa or the Governor of Timor. This changed with the decree of 20 
September 1844 separating the City of Macau and its dependencies, namely Solor and Timor, from rule by 
the Governor General of India (Goa). Timor and Solor thereby became part of the Province of Macau, 
Solor and Timor. Yet, as Governor de Castro commented, this important administrative rationalization 
hardly altered the form of government in Timor.1 
 In a short-lived experiment ushered in by a royal decree of 30 October 1850, Timor and Solor were 
reconstituted as an independent colony outside of the control of Goa or Macau and answerable only to 
metropolitan Portugal. According to de Castro, this decentralizing measure allowed for the creation of a 
conselho do governo comprised of a judge, head of mission, chief of the armed forces, two natives and a 
junta da fazenda or customs service.2 
Scarcely a year later, in 1851 (Royal decree of 15 September) the status quo ante was restored with Timor 
and Solor again linked with Macau. The conselho do governo was dissolved and the junta de fazenda was 
replaced by an adjunct. As the government gazette commented, the separation of Timor from Macau "must 
necessarily result a great convenience to the good of the system of administration of the peoples of these 
distant possessions, for which it is certain that direct shipping with the Metropole can be considered null". 3
 According to a Royal decree of 25 September 1856, it was again decided to make Timor and Solor 
subordinate to the Estado da India. It was conceded that the 1844 separation of the islands from Portuguese
India (Goa) and annexation to Macau did not bring advantage but, rather, because of communication 
problems with Macau and its inability to render urgent assistance, proved a liability.4 
Even so, according to de Castro, the annexation of Timor to India produced the same results as that of its 
former linkage with Macau, namely that Timor continued in misery and only survived upon a subvention 
solicited from metropolitan Portugal.5 
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This administrative situation endured until 1863 (decree of 17 September) when Timor was declared an 
Overseas Province of Portugal and was administratively reorganized along the lines of other colonies, such 
as Macau, and Sao Tome and Principe. At the apex stood the Governor assisted by a secretary, a judge of 
law, a representative of the prosecutor, and a Notary. Under the new dispensation, Dili was elevated from 
vila or town to cidade or capital city and seat of government status. One judge, one representative of the 
crown prosecutor and Exchequer, and one sheriff served the new comarca or jurisdiction in Dili. Only in 
judicial matters was Dili subordinate to the Judicial District of Appeal in Goa. Commensurate with its new 
status the military presence in the colony was boosted to 400 soldiers.6 
 According to a decree of 18 March 1869 Macau and Timor together were offered only one seat in the 
Cortes or Portuguese parliament, effectively blocking a local voice from Timor, although in response to a 
vigorous protest on this question from certain Portuguese authorities in Timor, the additional seat was 
subsequently granted.7 
 Needless to say, the franchise for the election of this representative was not only highly restrictive, but also
based on blood. In an election carried out in Timor in 1871, out of695 votes cast, Doctor Thomas de 
Carvalho, a resident professor of the Lisbon medical school, received 687 votes and was duly appointed. 
While 29 eligible votes in the Batugede electoral district were recorded, for want of any literate person at 
that post, they were not actuary recorded! 8 
 But in 1866 (decree of 26 November), with the loss of Solo-Timor reverted to dependency of Macau 
status, otherwise known as the "Province of Macau and Timor". While the Governor in Timor was 
subaltern to the Governor of Macau, authority was given the Governor, in emergency or when there was 
insufficient time to receive orders from Macau, to exercise executive power with the advice of a council 
including the most senior military officer in Dili, the Superior of the mission, the judge, and the treasurer. 
Judicially, however Timor remained part of the District of Nova Goa.9 
This administrative rationalization prevailed until 15 October 1896 when Timor was finally declared an 
"Autonomous District", albeit still dependent in many ways upon Macau or metropole for financial 
subventions and even Goa in the way of administrative personnel. Under this dispensation the Governor of 
Timor was accorded the same status as his Macau counterpart, namely full civil and military powers, albeit
directly subordinate to metropole. Also under the new dispensation Timor reclaimed the right to send its 
own representative to the Cortes. 

Colonial Budget 

 Was Timor a drain or a boon to colonial coffers? According to Pelissier, analogous to the situation in Tahit
and New Caledonia under French rule, only the metropolitan subvention kept Timor afloat. In examining 
the disbursement of expenditure, the lion's share, 53 per Cent in 1866, was Consumed by the military, with 
about one quarter going to general administration. A minuscule amount went to education, of which most 
was consumed by four bursaries, two for Goa and two for Lisbon.10 
Yet it is clear that from 1868-1881 budget receipts record a steady upward trend. Notably, the figure for 
1881 is 43,722 reis compared to 9,786 reis in 1868. These receipts were matched by customs receipts on 
firearms and gunpowder rising steeply from 3,237 rupiah (rupee) in 1879-1880 to 12,953 in 1881. Again, 
scrutiny of customs receipts for the period 1884-89 reveals that external trade increased considerably despit
contraband. Although a system of customs posts had been established on the north coast of Timor between 
1800-42, these had been allowed to run down. Accordingly, to prevent seepage from the customs net, new 
customs posts were erected in 1889 west of Dili at Aipelo, Liquica, Maubara, Batugede and Oecusse, and 
east of Dili at Manatuto, Baucau, and Laga. There was no customs presence on contra costa nor did the 
customs service deploy any meet worth mentioning. Still, however the matter is viewed, Pelissier contends,
the trend in customs receipts was steadily upwards. But why in these circumstances did Governors of Timo
in this period continually plead lack of money, even in a situation where Macau continued to send an annua
subvention? There is no clear answer, he suggests, not even if military expenses are included as Macau 
covered requisition costs. Was it a question of corruption, waste or mismanagement? Pelissier is silent.11 
 The minutiae of colonial bookkeeping escapes this author, especially given the varieties of Currencies then
in use in Timor, but some of Pelissier's unanswered questions can undoubtedly be found in the still extant 
but faded handwritten pages of the Junta da Fazenda or Delegacao da Fazenda de Macau em Timor, 
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preserved in the Macau archives. Typically, the Fazenda met fortnightly at 11 am in the Governor's palace 
with the Governor serving as President and attended by four staff, a judge, a secretary, a treasurer and a 
contador or controller. Typically, the previous meetings' minutes would be acknowledged prior to an 
examination of receipts, current account and expenses in the colony. One typical session held on 19 
December 1878 noted 28,500 rupiah in receipts from the reino of Viqueque, expenses incurred by the 
Portuguese consul in Singapore on behalf of the steamer D. Joao, 28,785 rupiah expenses incurred for the 
military in Batavia, and 23,427 rupiah expenses incurred by the Portuguese Consul in Surabaya on behalf 
of the bolony.12 
In colonial lore, colonies were meant to pay for themselves, although in the case of Timor the administrativ
twinning with Macau always offered an excuse for sloppy accounts and/or lack of effort mitigation it can b
said that there were always unanticipated demands made upon the budget such as with the claims by the 
consulates, and that receipts were often more fictive than real, especially with respect to the reino. 
 While the resilience of pre-capitalist social formations on Timor blocked the classic colonial project of 
magnetization and the transition from a tax system based on kind to one based upon cash, there is no 
question that since the advent of Dominican rule in the archipelago the Portuguese quickened the use of 
fixed currencies in external exchange. Invariably the coinage in common use was gold or silver-based, 
including the official Pataca Mexicana. Copper-based Coinage was unknown in Timor. 
But, as one Portuguese official explained in 0 Macaense in 1883, the units of currency in use in the late 
nineteenth century were not only varied but of shifting values. Pounds were exchanged for 12-15 Java 
rupiahs (also known as florin), in turn equal to 320 reis. Yet, it appeared, the gold pardau handed down by 
the Dominicans was favoured in local exchanges in Timor. Thus with one gold pardau, then equal to 3 
rupiahs, (the silver pardau had no established value), the following purchases could be made; a parang, two
steel knives, one handkerchief, a goat, 70 catties of sandal; while a horse could be purchased for 5-10 
pardaus, buffalos, 1-4 pardaus (corresponding to 5 rupiahs). According to the custom established by 
Governor Juliao Jose da Silva Vieira, the reinos paid fintas at the rate of one sarong or one white cloth per 
pardau or rupiah. 13 
 By 1897, in line with Timor's new "autonomous" status, for the first time the Timor Exchequer known as 
the Fazenda Publica de Timor was created independent of Macau thereby transferring full responsibility for
all customs matters to Timor. Financially, though, Macau was still required to support Timor with an annua
dotacao (endowment) of 60,000 patacas.14 

Colonial Rationalization 

 Still, much remained to be accomplished in the rebuilding of Dili. In a much-quoted statement, English 
naturalist Wallace described Dili in the early 1860s as "a most miserable place". The only building of 
notable appearance, he conceded, was the Governor 's house, a mere "white-washed Cottage or bungalow".
15 
Affonso de Castro, who was Governor at the time of Wallace's visit, also wryly observed that, except for 
the strong house and the church, the town had no buildings worth mentioning. At this time the population o
Dili was a mere 3,000 including Europeans, Indians, Chinese and natives.16 
Outside of Dili, the colony could boast only a few substantive public buildings such as at Batugede, 
Manatuto and at Lautem, where work was in progress on a Fortaleza at least from 1851. 
 While there had never been a census conducted in Timor at this date, and unlikely that any administration 
on the island had the capacity to conduct one, certain foreign observers in this period had offered up what 
Governor de Castro believed were wildly inflated figures. Working from estimates of the population in each
of the 47 reinos then under Portuguese administration, he reckoned the population under Portuguese 
authority was around 150,000, and for the whole island, double that amount.17 
More accurate counts awaited the pacification of the island when future Governors saw too it that the 
collection of head taxes demanded an accurate census. 
We have remarked that, owing to the Macau connection, Timor began to attract a settled Chinese 
community of free emigrants by the early decades of the century. Writing in 1861, A. Marques Pereira, 
Superintendent of Chinese Emigration in Macau stated, "Few as they are (the Chinese of Dili) are the most 
useful part of the population of that city". 18 
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As show below, not only did the Chinese establish, themselves in commerce but were also in high demand 
as masons, wood workers, or for other ski11s otherwise lacking among the Timorese. Later in the same 
decade the captain of a visiting Portuguese corvette, who also delivered up a blistering account of the 
colony, praised the Chinese of Dili as "the only part of the population which carries on trade, which builds, 
which works, which lastly lives". 19 
This aside was not only directed at the Timorese, usually dismissed in colonial lore as "lazy natives", but at
the Portuguese, whom he labelled incompetent alongside the Dutch. 
 In 1863, de Castro's successor, Governor Jose Manuel Pereira de Almeida (1863-64), embarked on a major
public works program in Dili, albeit reflecting colonial rather than native priorities. These works included 
the construction of a wall on the fort, military barracks and offices, and extensions to the Governor's palace
In this period, the Castro-Lahane hospital (today an Indonesian military squat) was completed along with 
the Lahane road and bridge. As reported to the Chamber of Deputies in Lisbon, the prison was completed 
and, indeed, tenanted, while a "college of education" for the sons of regulos was also completed. A 
Goa-trained doctor was appointed to serve the battalion. 20 
 This sense of progress was written into an official report on Timor drafted in 1863 and presented for 
metropolitan consumption. In this account the colony was applauded for "tending to emerge from lethargy 
in which it had lain for so long". This turnaround was attributed to the economic measure by which, for a 
subsidy of 500 florins monthly, Dutch steamers on the Moluccas run had been induced to call at Dili, thus 
providing a much needed outlet for exports. This report also coincided with the apparent return to normalcy
of the colony following the crushing of the expensive Laclo rebellion of that year, as discussed in a 
following chapter. In any case, as usual, it was Macau which defrayed the cost of such military operations. 
21 
 Impressive even by the standards of other colonialisms, the foundations of state-sponsored schooling were 
laid in this period. From an official report of 1864, some 60 students served by a teacher of Royal 
appointment then attended a primary school in Dili. 20 students taught by a Goanese missionary attended 
another school at Manatuto. The commander of the Batugede fort also offered instruction to 15 pupils at tha
location. A College of Education had also been established in Dili for the sons of regulos, although it 
awaited the arrival of textbooks along with the appointed instructor, the metropolitan-educated Timorese 
Father Jacob dos Reis e Cunha, although as seen below, he would later be appointed to the mission.22 The 
importance of this college was recognized by Governor de Castro who declared the institution the only way
of dealing with the customs of these "barbaric" people and instilling the basic tenets of Portuguese style 
civilization.23 
But from this tentative beginning in instruction in the first and second grades, it is clear that the future 
development of a comprehensive educational infrastructure would depend upon the development of the 
colony itself, by no means assured decades ahead. 
 In October 1866 news arrived in Macau that Dili had been virtually reduced to ashes by a fire On 24 
August consuming the military barracks, the church, the munitions store, the Public Treasury, the 
government palacio, and 15 private properties, mostly built of palapa. It also destroyed what remained of th
archives dating back to the Lifau period. Only some furniture from government house along with 
ammunition was saved. Happily, it was reported, nobody died in the conflagration that began in a Chinese 
house. In Macau, the Governor of that territory addressed an appeal to patriotism to help rebuild the city of 
Dili. To this end, he raised 2,630 patacas, about one-fifth generously offered by the Chinese of Macau.24 
Along with medicines for the military hospital and the inevitable cargo of "incorrigibles", visiting Macau 
governor, Jose Maria da Ponte e Horta brought with him to Dili images and ornaments for the new church. 
He also used his visit in late 1867 to elaborate upon the need for a government-backed development 
company for Timor, albeit with support from patriotic-minded Portuguese and the assistance of Chinese 
from Macau. 25 
 A year later it was reported that reconstruction of the city was going on very slowly for want of such more 
durable materials as tiles and skilled workers. Reconstruction of the church, however, was undoubtedly a 
priority. It was described as 40 metres in length and 10 metres wide with walls of stone. It had eight 
windows on each side with two in the front and two behind. On the day of the consecration of the church, 
popular celebrations were held in Dili, including jousts, dances (tabedaes), and songs (batandas). Images 
and decorations for the restored church were brought in from Macau.26 
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While reportedly of fine appearance, and strongly constructed in limestone, the church again fell into 
disrepair in later years as a consequence of earth tremors. 
 Writing of his term of office of one year and four months, former Governor Antonio Joaquim Garcia (1868
-69) memoed that, owing to the state of war, the epidemic of cholera and smallpox, general lack of means, 
including lack of workmen, he was simply unable to carry out improvements in Dili, much less the rest of 
the colony. Yet, he remonstrated, "I handed over the District in better condition than I received it". 
Comparing Dili to such dynamic centres of commerce as Batavia, Surabaya, Macassar and other cities in 
the Netherlands East Indies, he deplored the lack of public establishments in Timor and entered a plea for 
work to begin on the hospital, to complete the barracks and to rebuild the governor's residence. The existing
hospital, he revealed, could only accommodate' a few patients and was otherwise in a bad state of hygiene, 
while the barracks were deplorably airless, with the soldiery obliged to sleep clothed and booted on the 
earthern moor for want of beds and blankets. Many of the public buildings in Dili, he observed, were ridden
with white ants and in a state of collapse, an unnecessary situation given the abundance of good timbers in 
the reinos.27 
 While the documentation on Dili is obviously more focused, a brief account of conditions in other major 
centres is offered by the captain of the corvette, Sa da Bandeira, who, having arrived in Dili during the 
height of a cholera epidemic in 1869, backed off in near horror in the direction of Kupang, stopping off at 
Maubara, Batugede and Oecusse. Maubara, he described as composed of "a small number of temporary 
structures of straw and palm fronds", one belonging to the commander of the district. The Fortaleza or 
stockade constructed of loose stone and sited close to the seashore was defended by a single rusty cannon. 
Batugede, he described as a little larger than Maubara "but just as miserable". The Fortaleza was of 
rectangular shape with a small bulwark at each angle defended by a few antique cannons mounted on 
wooden trestles. Of conditions in Oecusse he wrote, "The most fertile imagination could not conceive of a 
greater state of misery" in which the soldiers were obliged to live, namely in barracks constructed of palapa
otherwise considered very poor even by the standards of horses. While his description of Dili has hardly 
more nattering, he was even more surprised to find upon dropping anchor off Kupang, that his 21gun salute
was not reciprocated for lack of guns and even soldiery, a matter he nevertheless rationalized as an 
admirable example of Dutch-style "economical administration". 28 
 Work on the barracks and prison in Dili was still going on in 1871 with labour as well as materials supplie
by the reinos, the only cost to the state being the prison bars supplied by Macau.29 The Plano do Porto e 
Cidade de Dilly, a 90 x 40 map of the port and town of Dili produced by T. Andrea and T. Machado in 
1870 reveals that the physical recovery of the town had made some progress by that date, notably, the 
hydrographic charting of the harbour was complete and the anchorage protected by a fortaleza called 
Carqueto on one side and a lighthouse on the other. The basic street grid is also apparent on this chart, as is
the dominating outline of the reconstructed Nossa Senhora da Conceicao fort, a structure of classic 
Portuguese design straddling the foreshore as far as the river in the west. 
Additionally, this map features another Fortaleza known as Rozario, a lighthouse, a military hospital and a 
ponte, or jetty named after D. Luiz I. 
 By 1879, in the account of a visitor from Macau, Dili was a "pequena cidade florescente" with a 
population of 4,114 of whom 2,498 were Catholics. A single main road connected the eastern bairro or 
suburb of Bidau with Sica in the east, in turn connected at perpendicular angles by a number of other 
rough-made streets, all lined by a number of private houses of modest appearance. Sica, in turn, was 
connected by road with Motael. Occupying centre-place in the tom was the prison, constructed of limestone
although badly ruined. Other public buildings in Dili included the palacio, poorly sited Close to the swamp
albeit indicated as "ruins" in the 1 870 map, the church, the barracks, the hospital, the custom's house, the 
arsenal, and the school house of good appearance, although hastily constructed. Bidau was described as the
major centre of Chinese trade where most of the commercial houses of the town were concentrated. At this 
time, Bidau was also the home of the moradores militia and supported a small chapel of mean appearance. 
The Lahane zone was well established. 30 
 As indicated by a map of Dili port by A. Heitor executed in 1892, houses with tiled and even zinc or tin 
roofs had made an appearance in Dili by this date along side the traditional palapa style construction. By 
1893 the first blueprints of the Lahane quarter were drawn up by Portuguese civil engineers along modern 
lines, revealing a veritable colonial enclave settlement hugging the contours of the foothills of Dili but 
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separate from the malaria and "miasma" ridden lowlands of the old colonial port city and bazaar. But 
whereas the locus of government was now focused on Lahane, Dili remained the commercial quarter. Stree
maps of Dili from this year preserved in the Macau archives indicate the presence of substantial Chinese 
commercial houses on the intersections of respectively Rua do Comercio and Estrada de Lahane and 
Travessa das Figueiras, namely those belonging to Lay Ajuk and Lay-Lan-chu. Similarly the merchant 
house of Baba Fong Seng was well established on Rua do Jose Maria Marques, parallel to the leafy seaside
Rua da Praia Grande. Rua de S. Domingos, Connecting these two thoroughfares was also the address of the
Collegio lrmas de Caridade Canossians. 
 In a rare published aside on social life and social conditions in Dili in the 1880s, Gomes da Silva paints a 
picture of a desperately isolated European community, lacking-besides the church-even the basics of Civil 
society at least alongside cosmopolitan Macau. In the absence of such social institutions as theatres, 
libraries, orchestras, billiards, clubs or unions or even a central meeting place, the only distraction for 
newcomers was to "make politics", to debate the pros and cons of local authorities, in any case with two or 
three exceptions were always present in the colony on short-term commissions. By all accounts the other 
major distraction was drinking. Portuguese wines were rarely found; rather the sugarcane-based alcoholic 
drink of canipa was favoured along with the native sugar palm-based tuaca (tuak). By that time Dili 
produced "good" wheat bread, while tea was imp ported from Macau. We have few images of local dress 
from this period, but from Gomes da Silva's account, officials attired themselves in Macau-style vests and 
wore woven-palm leaf style hats. European ladies affected the current Dutch style of apparel, while Chines
preferred kebaya. At home, Java-style was the mode for the official caste.31 

Public health 

 Notorious as a graveyard for residents and travellers alike, Portuguese Timor attracted various negative 
epithets from European visitors. As Wa11ace observed of Dili in 1861, "Dili surrounded for some distance 
by swamps and mud-mats is very unhealthy, and a single night often gives a fever to newcomers which not
infrequently proves fatal". 32 
As noted, it was not until after Wa11aee's visit that a public hospital was erected at Lahane in 1864. From 
an official source, fever and dysentery had spread to the interior in the early months of 1868 with seasonal 
rains turning the state of the colony for the worse.33 
Dili was again wracked by a cholera epidemic around 1869. Arriving in Dili in early 1870, the captain of a 
Portuguese frigate remarked: "The cholera had ceased but the havoc wrought by it had been substituted, 
whatever the cause, by pernicious fevers which, in their fatal intensity, had nothing to envy in the previous 
epidemic". 34 
The difficulty of mounting a mass smallpox vaccination program was highlighted in a report of 187l which
observed, inter alia, that it was difficult to convince native people to allow themselves to be vaccinated. 
Moreover, as most people in Dili had already contacted the disease, vaccination was in any case not very 
effective. 35 
 Six years later, illness (cholera?) took the life of two of the crew of the visiting Australian schooner 
Victoria while striking down most of the crew and passengers. McMinn, a British-Australian observer 
writes of the Dili hospital, to which the sailing master was admitted, that it was one of the finest institutions
in the place, being large, airy, and clean, with plenty of attendance. This housed three wards; one for 
officers, One for Chinese and one for natives charged at respectively, four, three and two rupees a day.36 
As reported in the Macau press in October 1887, numerous victims of illness, namely dysentery and beri 
beri, were being treated at the Lahane College and in the Casa de Beneficencia of the mission. 
Many African soldiers had fallen victim to beri beri. 37 
 It was undoubtedly in response to this harrowing public health situation that in 1883 a medical officer was 
appointed in Dili as head of the Timor branch of the Macau-Timor Health service. This was J. Gomes da 
Silva, a man of great intelligence and energy. More the pity his reports were no acted upon. Despite the 
vastly improved city plan that he described, Gomes da Silva found many shortcomings in public health 
facilities. For example, the hospital lacked many basic facilities including an infirmary for mothers. Of all h
Cemeteries he examined, only that reserved for Chinese met basic public health criteria. One sad truth, he 
revealed, was that unlike the Dutch military who had developed a system of bathing on alternative days, 
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and unlike erstwhile uncivilised Timorese and African soldiers who bathed in the Lahane river, he 
European soldier in Dili simply did not babe. Little wonder then that the percentage of mortality in military
hospitals in Timor was hen three times the rate of Macau or equal to that of Mozambique. Even the 
availability of quinine, he observed, did not always alleviate the dangers of fever. 38 
 Writing of the state of health of the colony in the 1880s, Anna Forbes, whose observations on Timor are 
often more perceptive than those of her naturalist husband commented: 

No traveller will of choice visit Dilly, for its reputation as the unhealthiest port of the archipelago is not 
undeserved, and the report that one night passed in its miasmal atmosphere may result fatally deters any 
who would, except of necessity, go there. Those who are appointed here make up their minds, shortly after 
arrival, that they will go as soon as possible.... Feverstricken people and places are recognisable at a glance
the pale faces and enduring air of the residents explain the lifeless town and dilapidated buildings.39 

 Again, between December 1893 and February 1894,at least 1,000 people died from the direct or indirect 
affects of a cholera outbreak. In Maubara this was attributable to the rotting corpses strewn around after the
bloody suppression of the rebellion, but Dili, Manatuto and other centres were also affected.40 
Cholera, malaria, TB, dysentery, still endemic in the twentieth century, were undoubtedly a major scourge 
and demographic check in the last. 

State of the Missions 

 No discussion on colonial process would be complete without a sense of the development of Civil-state 
relations, particularly -in the case of Timor- on the status of the missions and their pastoral and educative 
role. While we have mentioned the pioneering role of the Dominican mission in the Solor zone and on the 
island of Timor, in the period following the shift of capital from Lifau to Dili, the number of missionaries o
Timor suffered a gradual decline, never more than eleven, and by 1812 reduced to two including the Bishop
who resided in Manatuto. In 1831, The visiting missionary group from Portugal bound for Macau observed
that only five or six priests remained on the island. 41 
 For 20 years, commencing in 1834, all remaining missionaries were ordered expelled from Timor leaving 
the crown-appointed Governor as the exclusive mediator between the administration and the people. This 
measure, decreed by Dom Pedro IV and ushered in by the Liberal revolution in Portugal itself a now on 
from the ideas unleashed by the French revolution-further set back the albeit restricted legacy of the 
Dominicans in Timor, In any case mainly Goanese whose reputation over the years had become deeply 
sullied. While the church was one institution that would indelibly imprint Timorese identity in the future, th
ecclesiastical legacy was somewhat mixed at this juncture, especially given the propensity of the church to 
enter into compromises with local traditions and superstitions, a shortcoming which appalled the reigning 
religious orthodoxy in Macau. In this period the pioneering Portuguese mission on Solor and Flores was 
reported to have been abandoned.42 
 0n paper, at least, the anticlerical mood was overridden on 26 December 1854 in the form of a Royal 
decree allowing for the dispatch of priests from Portugal and India to both Timor and Mozambique because
of "lack and detriment to civilization and disgust of inhabitants deprived of religious consolation and 
worship". 43 
Even so, as Governor de Castro wrote in 1861, the mission in Timor itself was almost abandoned. Only two
missionaries remained and they seldom left the relative comfort of Dili, whether for illness or other reasons
while the mass of the population lived in "paganism" and "superstition". 44 
 In general terms, this situation prevailed until 1874 when, in line with the Apostolic Letter Universis Orbis
Eclesiis of 15 June, Timor was transferred from the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of Goa to the Diocese of 
Macau and, in the same year, Pe. Antonio Joaquim de Medeiros, Rector of the S.Jose Seminary in Macau, 
was appointed as visador with the brief to proceed to Timor to take stock of the missions with a view to 
their rehabilitation. Even so, archival records for March 1877 and again 188 1 reveal the state of discord 
between the civil and ecclesiastical authorities in Timor. In 1882 the Bishop complained at lack of 
government support for the mission. 
 In any case it owed to the government Charter of a "celebrated" Dutch schooner that the party of seven 
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selected missionaries, all European, were able to arrive in Timor on 2 July 1877, after a harrowing 53 day 
voyage through typhoon-infested seas. Two others, including P. Medeiros, arrived on another ship. After 
some acclimatization, the newly arrived missionaries were strategically dispersed to Batugede, Oecusse, 
Manatuto, and Lacluta, each with their jurisdiction over specified reinos. As Vicar General and Superior of
the church, Pe. Medeiros was stationed in Dili. Additionally, four other missionaries were stationed in Dili,
one of whom was charged with the Catholic communities of Bidau and Hera, another charged with running
a primary school (Motael), while a Chinese missionary, a native of Canton, was charged with catechizing 
Chinese school children and otherwise serving the Chinese community in Dili. A native Timorese 
missionary, P. Jacob dos Reis e Cunha, son of a regulo who had attended seminary in Macau, was 
appointed roving missionary with jurisdiction over the south coast between Luca and Alas. 45 
 Duly appointed Vicar General of the Missions in Timor, Bishop Medeiros went about his task with vision 
and energy. But he also had his work cut out for him. He estimated the number of Christians in Timor as 
around 40,000 only. In his ten years service to the church in Timor the Bishop oversaw the establishment o
an experimental agricultural station in the hills south of Dili, the establishment of the Jesuit College of 
Soibada, or what one Timorese student of the church in Timor has described as a Coimbra in miniature afte
the famous university in Portugal, and the establishment of another college in Lahane which also served a 
similar purpose in training the sons of regulos as future catechists and officials. 46 
 Although earlier built of "putrefying" palapa, the Bishop had the Lahane mission handsomely 
reconstructed at the cost of 16,000 rupees. Opened in 1879, the complex of buildings housed living 
quarters, a school, a library -the first in Timor- and served as the archive of the mission in Timor. 
Inaugurated in 1879, the Dili church, built at a cost of 15,000 rupees, reflected, in the words of the Bishop, 
"the elegance of classical Architecture". With a view to expanding the base of mission work Bishop 
Medeiros opened two colleges in Dili in 1879, one for the education of boys, directed by missionaries, and 
another for girls by personnel seconded from the lnstituto Canossiano in Macau. 
While the Timorese were especially reluctant to surrender their daughters to such establishments, with time
the sons of regulo and other traditional Timorese leaders joined this circle. In this work the government 
cooperated, especially in providing certain basic services to the missionaries such as subsidized, housing 
and transport for the missionaries. From 1877, (decree of 12 November), the missionaries working in the 
interior were legally required to open schools. At a later date the Canossians opened schools in Bidau and 
Montael along with a Casa de Beneficencia. In Manatuto the Canossians attracted some 180 students to 
their school. Also, in August 1879, the evidently renovated church building was inaugurated.47 
While we have commented upon the beginnings of state sponsored education under Governor de Castro, 
Bishop Medeiros had a low opinion of the quality of this service. Writing in 1881, he observed that teacher
ignored even the rudimentary principles of pedagogy while schools basically lacked pens, ink and paper. 48
 The matter was stated with some clarity in the Macau newspaper, A Voz do Crente in February 1891, 
"Dilly continues to be the poorest city of our colonial dominions but which continues to dissipate 
ignorance". This report listed the establishment of eight schools in Dili with a combined total of 320 pupils
namely a government school in Dili with 50 students (including 10 female), the Lahane College, the Case 
de Beneficencia, the Escola de Bidau, and the Escola de Motael.49 
Additionally, in 1890, elementary schools were established in Baucau and Manatuto. 

The use of Coffee and Economic Boom 

 Typically, the cyclical patterns of boom and slump experienced in he Thor economy by the mid-nineteenth
century, represented changes in economic developments within Timor as much world market conditions. 
By 1858 coffee was already figuring in export statistics as a high volume, high value export alongside more
traditional exports such as wax, honey, leather, wheat, sandalwood, turtles, and horses. While travellers to 
Timor in the early decades of the nineteenth century were distressed to observe a trade in slaves, by 1854 
slavery was definitely proscribed by metropolitan decrees although such measures were hardly applicable t
the reinos where, as discussed in the opening chapter, the practice lingered on as a form of bondage or 
household labour into the modem period. 
 In 1867 Timor's coffee economy began to boom in what one official report described as an "extraordinary 
manner". In August and September of that year, revenue derived from Dili's custom's house"- a sure 
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indicator of economic health in the colony- exceeded more than that collected for the whole of 1866. In 
September alone, five Dutch ships, and one English ship (a total of 661 tonnage), arrived in Dili from 
Kupang, Melbourne, Amboina, and Macassar, loading both coffee and sandalwood.50 
In the same year, the government set to place the coffee industry on more rational lines. Coffee seeds were 
collected in state-held plantations to enlarge nurseries while new nurseries were established in different par
of the island.51 
 The first hand observations of the plantations in early 1877 by the Australian visitor, G. R. McMinn, are 
not without interest. 

The plantations are situated on the northwestern slopes of the hills, and are thoroughly irrigated from spring
situated above them, the water being led don by bamboo shoots supported by forked stakes. The plants are 
put in 18 feet apart and grow to from twelve to sixteen feet in height. 
Generally bananas are planted between each two trees for the purpose of shielding the young plant and 
watering it with the dew it collects. 

 Observing that the industry was exporting around 1300, tons per annum, McMinn nevertheless offers the 
backhanded rider, that, "had the land been in the hands of go-ahead people ten times this amount would 
have been produced ere this". 52 
 Modem historian of Portuguese Africa W.G. Clarence-Smith writes in a study on Timor that while coffee 
appears to have been introduced into the colony by the Dutch in the Maubara enclave in the middle of the 
eighteenth Century, it took a century for it to become Timor's leading export commodity, only dominating 
the export economy from the early 1860s. He summarizes that coffee cultivation was at first confined to 
coastal areas to the west of Dili, especially Maubara and Liquisa and only gradually spread into the interior
part of the island. Smallholder production of coffee, he continues, was predominant until the end of the 
Century with some stimulus offered by Governor Affonso de Castro in the 1860s to oblige the Timorese to 
provide coffee in lieu of traditional forms of tribute and also, as mentioned, some attempts at distribution of
seedlings. Rather, he attributes the rapid expansion of coffee Cultivation in the 1860s to rising world 
prices.53 [see Table 6.1] 

Table 6.1: Coffee exports in metric tonnes (1858-65) 
1858-59      19,461 
1 859-60      24,461 
1860-61      46,058 
1861-October 62   91,976 
 1865       145,000 
Source: (de Castro 1867) 

Clarence-Smith observes that while coffee only accounted for 7 per Cent of officially recorded exports by 
value in 1858-60, the figure for 1863J65 was 53 per cent.54 
By contrast, sandalwood, Timor's historic principal export had dwindled to an insignificant Sum by the 
1860s. Such was the effect of the discovery of sandalwood in other countries on world prices that it was no
longer even considered economical to export. Other traditional exports such as honey, (to Australia), and 
horses, diminished rapidly in this period. Exports of horses slumped from 942 in 1859 to three in 1865, 
attributed to competition from horse exporters in Sumba and Roti in the Dutch colony, although exports of 
buffaloes in the same period offered some Compensation. 55 

 Economic Decline 

 But while custom's revenues were sufficient to meet the salaries of regular soldiers, the colony of Timor 
was not yet sufficiently healthy to dispense with the periodic subsidy from Macau. As Governor Joao 
Climaco de Carvalho (1870-71) disingenuously remarked in a letter to Macau in early 1871, Timor's 
economy had improved to the extent that it had received a subsidy of 5,000 patacas from Macau. 
Later that year in a letter to the Governor of Macau he pleaded for a regular monthly subsidy of 1,500 
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patacas to meet the monthly salary of officials in Timor otherwise six months in arrears.56 
 As described by the captain of the corvette Sa da Bandeira which arrived back in Dili on 20 April 1870 
"the state of the District had improved little or nought during our short absence". The Captain, who earlier 
in Surabaya had to undergo the humiliation of requesting financial assistance from the Dutch Governor 
General, wrote that. "Not a single real existed in the District's coffers, and revenue from the Custom's 
House was and promises to continue to be very diminutive". Owing to various rebellions, and the appalling
state of the military forces and their wretched auxiliaries, he found Portuguese authority at low ebb, a matte
not helped by the incapacitating illness of Governor Francisco Teixeira da Silva (1866-69). 57 
As Governor Garcia observed in 1870, the colony's revenues were almost entirely linked to receipts from a 
"precarious customs-house" and with the balance to the "insignificant" amount of tax (2,000 florins) paid by
a decreasing number (23) of loyal regulos. Yet he was adamant that Timor was blessed with abundant 
agricultural and mineral riches, including copper in Vermasse, sulphur in Viqueque, gold, salt and coal in 
Laga, etc., to sustain a viable trade and economy. But, he recommended, what was needed to prevent 
leakage from the Dili custom house, which evidently was then extensive, and also to transport coffee beans
from Maubara to Dili, was a steam warship, or, failing that, a two-masted schooner.58 
 While the incessant internal wars always managed to upset the bold initiatives of the state in setting down 
plantation industry on modern lines, Clarence-Smith writes that the quality of Portuguese Timor's coffee 
was high and it invariably fetched a good price. While coffee exports from 1879 to 1892 regularly topped 
the 10,000-ton mark and sometimes doubled that figure, by the 1890s a long stagnation set in lasting until 
the 1930s. Exports of coffee regressed to below 5,000 tons for some years even though the commodity 
continued to dominate the colony's economy (at the expense of sandalwood and copra). This decline owed 
as much to the debilitating coffee plant disease hemilia vastatrix from the mid-1880s to the consequence on
the world market of Brazilian overproduction.59 
 Where the state had evidently failed to rationalize the industry in the way of either increasing export 
revenues or in improving the livelihood of the Timorese cultivator, the Church intervened. As revealed by a
scientific Study on coffee in Timor published by the Roman Catholic Seminary in Macau in 1891, the 
Portuguese mission had sought to lean from the Dutch experience with big plantations in Java, while also 
acknowledging the superiority of the Timor-grown product. From scientific tests Carried out in Hong Kong
this study concluded that the best aromatic coffee produced in Timor was that grow on the slopes above 
Fatumasse, Maubara and Liquisa. At his time, Maubara and Liquisa along with Motael near Dili were the 
major production centres with Vaquenos serving as distribution centre. In 1888, the mission had introduced
into Timor via the Buitenszurg gardens in Bogor in Java a Liberian variety of coffee. This was tested at a 
small plantation established at Vematua at only 1200 metres above sea level. 
The author of this work argued that extension of this variety, as a supplement to the well-established 
montahna variety, to Batugede, Hera and Manatuto, would enrich the livelihoods of the coastal peoples. 
Three obstacles stood in the way of improvement of the industry, however; ambitions of coffee merchants, 
ignorance of the cultivators, and excessive government regulations. To overcome these obstacles, the study
invited the initiation of agricultural instruction for cultivators, government inspection of plantations and the
coffee trade, and the institution of a system of classification of grades of coffee. The study also invited the 
involvement in Timor coffee of private capital from Macau. 60 
Twenty years earlier Governor de Castro, much attracted by J. W. B. Money's study on Dutch methods in 
Java (Java, or flow to Manage a Colony), and much admiring of the Culture System of forced deliveries as 
initiated in Java by Dutch Governor van den Bosch, grasped the idea that an increase in agricultural 
productivity would attract more European trading houses and shipping and, in turn, translate into the 
"penetration of civilisation and the end to barbarism" in the colony. To enter this cycle, the development of
agriculture was essential as a first Step. 61 
 In fact, however, it was Jose Celestino da Silva who, during his 15 years as Governor of Timor (1894-
1908), laid the foundations of a functioning coffee plantation system in the colony. He also introduced 
rubber plantations in Hatolia, Uato Lari and Luca. But where the church study stressed the role of private 
capital in a regulated environment, the incoming Governor held to the view of a dominating role of the state
in all spheres of activity, land, labour, and capital. Where the church study argued for careful scientific 
Preparation and experimentation, Celestino da Silva rushed in, where the church also looked to the 
livelihood of the peasant cultivators, Celestino da Silva only thought big. 
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 Clarence-Smith contends that Celestino da Silva believed in the superiority of plantations over 
smallholdings and that it was he who recognized the potential for plantation development of the Ermera are
southwest of Dili. Right from the beginning of his long term in office, Celestino da Silva followed the 
Dutch Culture System practice of state intervention in the livelihoods of the peasantry. This variation of 
forced cultivation involved certain familiar Colonial capitalist practices, wars of pacification, land alienatio
for European settlement, forced deliveries, the use of military organized coercion and the introduction of 
more scientific techniques. Despite the elements of coercion involved, as Clarence-Smith observes, coffee 
exports fell rather than rose during this period. Portuguese administration was too thinly spread or 
undercapitalized to turn the situation around. 62 
 Writing of the last decade of the century, the Portuguese writer, Bento da Franca, described industry and 
agriculture in Timor as in a primitivo estado. In the absence of a local Portuguese commercial bourgeoisie, 
trade was tied up by Dutch or mestico adventurers, many Chinese, and some Arabs. Owing to Timor's 
extreme isolation compounded by the lack of shipping lines, the market for coffee and sandalwood was 
limited and anyway at the mercy of the Macassans.63 
 In any case, it was only in the 1930s that the coffee plant disease hemilea vastarix was confirmed in Timor
This was an important breakthrough, even though, as shall be seen, it was only in the postwar years that the
industry was rehabilitated along scientific lines to overcome the problem of disease. Still, as Felgas 
determined, coffee took over as number one, not only because Timor offered a suitable climate but also 
because of it could be cultivated in a forestry condition, a reference to the practice of cultivating coffee tree
under the overarching canopies of, typically, the giant casuarina trees (Albizzia moluccans)- the "mother 
trees"- where it thrives sheltered from drought and torrential rains. To be sure, as Felgas points out, outside
of the plantation sector, Coffee growing by the native population "cannot depend on capitalist 
organization". 64 

Conclusion 

 Colonial process, it is tempting to conclude, was sui generis; namely there could not be development 
without pacification. But even where pacific relations were established between the colonial power and 
native tributaries, there could not be development without enhanced extraction. Whereas in the past, when 
Timor's economy depended upon exports of sandal and it was sufficient to extra fintas for the sustenance of
the garrison, by the nineteenth century, the survival of the colony required the collection of both a capitatio
tax and custom's revenues on exports. But, in a primitive economy, where the circulation of money never 
entirely replaced barter in the trade system, it was also part of colonial logic to introduce wage labour, 
offering the wherewithal for extraction in money form. But to introduce forms of wage labour also required
the setting down of infrastructure and an export economy based upon plantation labour. It was the genius of
the early governors on Timor to anticipate the decline of sandal as an export and to follow the example of 
the Dutch in introducing a new export crop, coffee, while, at the same time, examining the prospects for 
minerals exploitation. This formula could have been Timor's saviour but only given the injection of capital.
As we have seen in this chapter Timor remained an economic drain throughout the nineteenth century, 
notwithstanding the belated success of coffee exports. While we have traced the rise of Dili as a typical 
Southeast Asian colonial capital, albeit with Portugalized characteristics, development remained a highly 
restricted concept, whether measured by the state-sponsored education project, the missionizing project, the
ability of the state to attract private investment in the way of a Timor Development Company, or even in th
ability of the military to achieve a decisive victory at arms on the half-island. Indeed, as shown in a 
following chapter, the other side to restricted development in nineteenth century Timor was the realities of 
armed resistance, the Timorese funu which came close on more than one occasion in driving the Portuguese
back to the sea. 
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7 
Dutch-Portuguese Rivalry over Timor 

From a world history perspective it is clear that Dutch-Portuguese rivalry over the island of Timor was but 
part of a broader contest arising out of the complex political situation of die devastating Thirty Years War i
Europe out of which, in Wallersteinean language, Holland emerged as hegemonjc core state par excellence
At die heart of this conflict, the rebellion of the Dutch against Spain was the attempt of the United Province
to capture the stream of silver and gold mowing from the New World into Lisbon and Sevi11e. As one 
historian of Macau has written, "the capture of Macau, Malacca and Nagasaki would mean tapping the rive
at one of its main sources". While the Dutch add English had long mounted sea raids on Iberian shipping 
and coastal towns in Europe, the battle took on global dimensions as the arena of conflict shifted to the 
Americas and to the Asia Pacific region. Notably, in 1603, Dutch Admiral, Maatelief successfully ousted 
the Portuguese from the Moluccas thus capturing the source of the lucrative spice trade, and, the following 
year, practically annihilated the Portuguese meet off Malacca, a prelude to the eventual Dutch capture of th
fortified trading city in 1641. Even though Macau successfully defended itself against successive Dutch 
assaults commencing in June 1622, the Batavia-based VOC emerged as the major beneficiaries of the final 
expulsion of the Portuguese from Nagasaki after 1643. By 1630, on the other side of the globe, Pernamuco 
and northeastern Brazil would also be wrested from Portuguese control by the Dutch.1 
But on Timor, even the delayed news of the Portuguese-Dutch Peace Treaty of 1641 did not put an end to 
Dutch pretensions over territory claimed by Portugal, especially at the key north coast trading ports of 
Atapupu and Maubara.2 
In fact, the contest between the two European powers over the allegiance of the Timorese continued 
unabated until the final acts of a negotiated boundary settlement were concluded early this century. Yet, as 
this chapter seeks to unfold, the diplomatic dialogue between Portugal and Holland over territorial control 
on Timor was fraught with misunderstanding and misjudgements, just as the administrative styles and 
political cultures of the two antagonists were literally worlds apart. No less, an understanding of 
Dutch-Portuguese rivalry over Timer and the century-long process of consolidation of boundaries and 
divisions of colonial spheres of influence is central to the question of Timorese identity or identities as they
gelled against the background of European intervention in internal affairs on the island. 
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European Rivalries 

  While, as seen, with the end of Dutch participation in the sandalwood trade, the Company in Kupang 
barely balanced their books, the question remains as to what induced them to stay on? The French historian
Guillaume-Thomas Raynal, writing in his 1782 compendium on world history, observed that the only 
possible justification for a Continued Dutch presence on Timor (and Celebes) could have been what in 
modern language would be called "strategic denial". 3 
  The "big strategic picture" of Timor as portrayed by Raynal became even more focused at the end of the 
century. At this time Kupang became embroiled in the intramural conflicts that beset both the VOC in its 
trials with the Batavian government at home, and the British who sought in part to occupy Dutch 
possessions to prevent a French takeover. Such concerns also related to a broad push by France into the 
Indian Ocean, the Pacific Ocean and the South China Sea with respect to Indochina. We have noted in this 
respect the voyage by Pierre Poivre to Timor in 1755. In part ensuing from the controversy surrounding the
"Prince of Timor" at the court of Louis XV, various private merchants sought, albeit unsuccessfully, to gain
royal sanction for voyages to Timor. Poivre had also -unsuccessfully- sought to gain the sanction of the 
French East India Company to open a "new vein of commerce" with Timor.4 
  Official French interest in Timor took a new turn, however, with the arrival in 1772 off the northeast coast
of Timor in the proximity of modern Baucau of the Gros Vente, as mentioned above in the context of the 
reports by de Rosily, part of a French voyage of discovery to the west coast of Australia. In any case, the 
French vessel only gained the reluctant permission of local Portuguese authorities to re main in Portuguese 
waters for the purpose of allowing the Crew to recuperate from illness. Such caution was not misguided as 
in the course of a 38-day sojourn, the French expedition had gathered substantive political, commercial and
military in te11igence. De Rosily, who went on to an illustrious career in French naval circles, advocated a 
takeover, to be justified in part by the potential of securing a supply of slaves for French plantations on Ile 
de France (Mauritius). 5 
While this advice was not acted upon, French commercial and political interest Timor was to be again 
awakened, as explained below, by the voyages of Baudin, Peron, and de Freycinet some 30 years later. 
 In 1795, three years after this French vessel touched Timor, the night of the House of Orange to England 
and the creation of the Batavian Republic in Holland led to a new alliance between Holland and 
revolutionary France against Britain. 
Britain then sought to occupy the remaining Dutch possessions with the blessing of exiled chief director of 
VOC, William V. A first attempt by the British in 1797 to take over Kupang, still under VOC control, 
however, was foiled by the actions of a local Dutch commander supported by armed slaves. When, at the 
close of the century, the Dutch government took over the possessions of the moribund VOC, west Timor 
was included in this transfer. Surviving another British challenge in 1810, the Dutch only surrendered 
control of Kupang the following year. By early 1812 the British nag new over the Dutch portion of Timor. 
Only on 7 October 1816, with the restoration of the House of Orange following the Napoleonic debacle in 
Europe, did Britain return the colony to Dutch administration.6 
Boxer observes that, when HMS Glatton left an English nag at Solor as a mark of sovereignty, the 
Portuguese Governor in Dili with the support of a local chieftainess promptly secured its removal and a 
formal acknowledgement of Portuguese sovereignty. 7 
 With the end of the Napoleonic wars the threats to Dutch hegemony in the archipelago came less from the 
dangers of late arriving colonialisms than the commercial challenges posed by the British, especially after 
the foundation of Singapore by Stamford Raffles in 1819 as the preeminent British centre of trade and 
military power in the archipelago. The Dutch responded to their feared loss of trade by seeking to exclude 
British traders through the imposition of high tariffs on their imports. Commensurate with Raffles' 
mercantilist designs on the archipelago based on a British-centred concept of free trade, the Royal Navy 
sought in October 1838 to establish a military colony at Port Essington on the remote Coburg peninsula, 
across the Timor sea in northern Australia. This scheme has been described by Peter Spillet as a military 
base to secure British possessions in the area and to provide a supply and trading centre for British shipping
passing east and west through the Torres Straits. But from the outset the new colony depended upon Dutch 
and, especially, Portuguese goodwill. Within a month the British dispatched a vessel to the Dutch-ruled 
island of Kisar off the northeastern tip of Timor to requisition fresh food. But Dili was the nearest European
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outpost to the new settlement of Victoria, and on 1 February 1839, the Essington sailed to Dili returning 
with buffaloes, Timor ponies, and some English newspapers. F'o11owing the actual act of possession of 
Port Essington on 13 February 1839, leader of the British party, Captain Bremer, proceeded to Dili on the 
Britomart where he was received by the governor, Colonel Frederico Leao Cabreira (1839-44), with full 
honours befitting his status. Accompanied by George Earl, linguist and botanist and John Armstrong, 
botanist, Bremer spent five days in Dili, consolidating links between ancient allies -in part a reference to th
Methuen treaty of 1703 under which England offered protection for Portugal in exchange for gaining trade 
concessions- while sounding out commercial prospects, in particular making an albeit unsuccessful pitch to
encourage Chinese merchant participation in the new colony. While the Port Essington colony was soon to 
founder there is no question that Governor Cabreira sensed the proximity of an ancient ally to be of 
advantage in his one-sided duel against aggressive Dutch colonialism in the east archipelago.8 

The Portuguese-Dutch Territorial Contest 

 As revealed by Fran?ois Valentijn’s map published in his Oud en Niuw OostIndien (1726), the Dutch had 
achieved a relatively detailed grasp of the basic geographical features of Timor and the Sunda islands by 
that date. However, it was only in 1760 that the VOC produced a large scale map of Timor, in what might 
have been the first attempt to cartographica11y demarcate Dutch from Portuguese territory on the island. 
Doubtless prompted by the confused events in Lifau several years earlier leading to the death of von 
Pluskow, the map, according to one interpreter, links "the situation on the island in the year 1757, in terms 
of agriculture, geography and politics". For its time, the map contains a large amount of topographic detail,
not only highlighting Timor's rugged interior terrain, but also describing rice fields, coconut trees and other
land use. Habitations are indicated along with major forts identified with, respectively, Portuguese or Dutch
nags. 
Notably, the boundary between Portuguese and Dutch territory is marked in two positions to reflect the 
fluctuation in their respective control of the island.9 
Whatever else, the existence of the map confirms the axiom that the expansion of geographic knowledge 
went hand-in-hand with the expansion of political control, or at least ambition. 
 To a great extent the rise of Kupang in the west, commensurate with the consolidation of Dutch control 
after the Napoleonic interlude, came at the expense of the new town of Dili. As de Freycinet observed first 
hand, while the Dutch in Timor did not control as many tributary kingdoms on the island as did the 
Portuguese, they nevertheless could count upon control over certain of the most productive, among them 
Simao, Roti, Savu, and part of Solor. 10 
Only with the restoration of Dutch rule in Kupang on 7 October 1816 was the colony in a position to attack
the leading rebel ruler in the west, Amanubang, a figure who had been baptized, educated in Kupang, and 
who had even travelled to Batavia. Even so, a first expedition mounted against Amanubang in 1815 met 
with failure and the following year Dutch forces sustained a further loss of 60 lives against six casualties on
the side of the rebels. At the time of de Freycinet's visit to Kupang, the two sides were squared off with the 
rebel chief at the command of 6,000 forces and Resident Hazaert commanding around 10,000. 11 
According to Moor, a British contemporary, Amanubang's success was in part determined by his ability to 
wage a kind of running guerrilla war, plundering unsuspecting neighbours before retreating with his subject
populati9n into caves in the interior. The power of the Dutch and the Portuguese, however, were so 
weakened by the opportunistic actions of backing opponents of their enemies that their authority was only 
recognized by those chiefs who needed assistance against their adversaries. 12 
 While the results of the campaign of pacification launched by Dutch resident Hazaert were mixed, his 
scheming to annex certain parts of the island under Portuguese rule brought him into direct conflict with 
Dili. Such was the episode of 20 April 1818 when 30 soldiers descended upon Atapupu, the then important 
river port adjacent the Portuguese fort at Batugede. Having overcome by force of arms the local defences, 
Hazaert's band ran down the Portuguese ensign and replaced it with the Dutch colours. Indeed, the Dutch 
nag over Atapupu was witnessed by de Freycinet when sailing through the Straits of Ombai. But this coup 
de main was not achieved without preparation. Notably, the Chinese of Kupang had laid the groundwork 
among the local population for a change of government. In particular, discontent on the part of the Chinese 
merchants arose over a Portuguese government requirement to pay taxes on goods exported and imported 
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through Atapupu. 
This was no isolated event but a sequel to the punishment meted out to this mutinous element by the 
Portuguese in 1786 and again in 1808. 13 
 Next to Dili, Atapupu served as one of the few ports on the northern coastal littoral of Timor, and as 
anchorage of preference for small vessels. The river port was also a major source of customs revenue for th
Portuguese crown. Finding no satisfaction in dealing with Hazaert, and eager to uphold the 
Dutch-Portuguese entente in the archipelago, the matter was raised with Batavia. Inter alia, the Portuguese 
complained of Hazaet's attempts to take over the Batugede fort, to entice loyal kingdoms to rebel against th
Portuguese, and in the use of Chinese as fifth columnists in this venture. The concerned Portuguese 
Governor, d' Azevedo e Sousa, remonstrated that, if the matter could not be settled by conciliation, then it 
would be settled by force. He claimed to be able to muster 1,000 men under arms or even 8,000 if 
necessary. Further, he demanded of the Dutch, compensation for the financial loss afforded to the 
Portuguese treasury by the loss of the port of Atapupu. 
In this brief, he attached the necessary documentation confirming the ancient Portuguese sovereignty over 
Atapupu, Batugede and the kingdoms dependent upon these places. This was signed at Liquisa for the 
Timorese side on 16 May 1818 by Dona Usula da Costa (Queen of Liquisa), Mone Thaa, Agostino 
Carvalho (datos of the reino of Liquisa), Sole Crae (labo of Liquisa), and various Timorese of the rank of 
toumougom, a counterfoil document was also signed on 20 November 1818 by Governor de Azevedo e 
Sousa.14 
 In answer to the Portuguese protest, Hazaert was called to account in Batavia and a commission of enquiry
was sent to Timor. However, the commission found that Hazaert was in the right in opposing the [British] 
occupation of Kupang and Atapupu in 1812 and that the Portuguese had entirely misrepresented the 1818 
affair. Hazaert was duly acquitted and, in 1820, restored to office. A figure described by James Fox as 
having an extraordinary impact upon the Course and development of the indigenous peoples of Timor, it 
seems that nothing could damage his career, neither the British interregnum, nor the period of suspension 
following the Atapupu affair. 15 
 Of this affair, de Freycinet remarked that he had reason to surmise that the Dutch Resident and the Kupang
Chinese would undoubtedly continue their intrigues and, that the Portuguese colony, otherwise so 
obviously stripped of its. former splendour, and all but forgotten by the mother country, would continue to 
lose both its territories and influence, at least until a more invigorating administration took over. 
Alternatively, he conjectured, the Portuguese would back die Amanubang revolt with men and arms. 
Nevertheless, he conceded, the Portuguese establishments in Timor rested on a far sounder base than those 
of the Dutch colony.16 
 As Sowash summarizes, such was the intractability of border problems between the two colonial powers 
on Timor, the natives were almost completely independent. As he describes the situation, such was the 
warlike disposition of the Timorese, aided and abetted by each colonial power in their resistance to the 
other, that chaos was often the result. Moreover, many of the interior peoples failed to recognize European 
domination even up until the twentieth century. The imprecision of boundaries only abetted this situation, 
especially as many tribes recognized the sovereignty of both powers or alternated their allegiance. As a 
result, neither administration had the resources to stem a situation of petty internal wars, slave trading, 
head-hunting, arson, and cattle stealing. Moreover, mischief makers were wanted to escape punishment by 
drifting to the other side of the island. It was not until the middle of the nineteenth century that the two 
colonial powers even saw to it to restrict the importation of firearms.17 
 From de f1'reyCinet's careful study of the various reinos on Timor under, respectively, Dutch and 
Portuguese control, as cited, it is clear that Portugal held by far the largest territory at the time of his visit. 
On Flores and Solor the Portuguese could also count on the loyalty of the reinos of Sica, Noumba, 
Larantuca, and Maubesse. Two kingdoms on Ombai (Alor), Lomblen, and various establishments on 
Cambi, were also dependencies of Dili. By 1814, the islands of Pantar and Adonara also recognized 
Portuguese suzerainty. 18 

Governor Lopes dc Lima and the Great Sell-off 

The leopard-spot character of Portuguese dependencies in the Dutch-controlled archipelago was bound to 
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be challenged, however, especially as the technological/pacification balance shifted in favour of Portugal's 
Protestant rivals. Yet, even by the rules of Western imperialism, certain matters -namely boundaries and 
spheres of influence- had to be adjudicated, lessons evidently forgotten by Holland's colonial successor stat
when it Came to redrawing the map of Timer with great violence in the period after 1975. 
 In 1847, Governor Juliao Jose da Silva Vieira became involved in a dispute with the Governor and 
Resident of Kupang over acts allegedly committed by the regulo of Oecusse, a Hornay descendant, in 
asserting claims on Ombai and Pantar, territories deemed by the Dutch to be theirs. To regularize the 
question of sovereignty over these islands, the Dutch Governor General in Batavia mandated D.C. 
Styen Parve to Dili in March 1848 to negotiate the matter. Governor Silva Vieira answered back: 
"considerar Portuguese todos os territorios que tinham a bandeira portugueza e hollandez QS que 
arvorassem a hollandeza". 19 
But while instructing the regulo of Oecusse to hold his position, Governor Silva Vieira conceded possession
of the disputed islands to the Netherlands, pending conclusion of an accord in Europe. It could not have 
been lost upon the Governor that the Dutch then deployed mere 50 soldiers in Timor, vastly inferior to the 
Portuguese contingent. 
But it was also the case that, as ever, the Portuguese were in no position to actually finance a physical 
presence on these obscure and impecunious outposts. 20 
 In 1 850 the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands transmitted a note to their Portuguese 
counterparts insisting on the need to settle the question of boundaries and ownership. The following year 
commissioners were appointed by both sides with a view to entering into negotiations. One wonders, 
however, as to the state of preparation on the Portuguese side as to answering such a complex operation. 
While officials on the ground were no doubt privy to much local information, the major extant Portuguese 
chart of this period was as much antiquated as inaccurate. At least that is my opinion of the Planta das ilhas
de Solor e Timor e outros adjacentes, a 57x37cm map drawn up by Joaquim Pedro Celestino Soares in 
January 1836 from information contained in the sailing directions of Horsburgh, the British 
surveyor-general in Singapore. Yet, by all accounts, neither were the Dutch better informed as to local 
realities in these islands. 
 On 23 June 1851 a new governor arrived in Timor at the end of a long voyage from Lisbon via Rio de 
Janeiro aboard the gunboat Mondego, which he captained. 
This was Jose Joaquim Lopes de Lima, a former Governor of Goa, now bearing the title 
capitao-de-mar-e-guerra and Governor of Timor and Solor. In November 1851, the Portuguese government
announced that Lopes de Lima was to be decommissioned from government and vested with the position of
commissioner in the forthcoming discussions with the Dutch. According to Montalto de Jesus, the 
controversial Portuguese historian of Macau, it was out of sheer deference to Lopes de Lima's status that, 
under the decree of 30 October 1850, Timor and Solor were detached from Macau and turned into a 
separate province.21 
 In the ensuing discussions, the Resident of Kupang, Baron van Lynden, travelled to Dili and during the 
month of July conferred with Lopes de Lima assisted by the loyal regulo of Motael, a man considered to 
have intimate knowledge of local alliances and networks on Timor as well as in the islands. Pelissier, who 
has researched Dutch sources on this question, offers that Lopes de Lima was not only in a bind, but a 
doomed man. Dili was bankrupt, and certain trade-offs were in order. At this time the Larantuca customs 
offered up a mere 50 rupees a year, insufficient to even cover the cost of maintaining six cannons and six 
soldiers which constituted the fort. Even though Larantuca was visited twice a year by an official party from
Dili, the local regulo had made common cause with Buginese pirates further weakening the Portuguese 
position. The commercial relationship between the other claimed islands and Dili was even more tenuous. 
22 
 While answering to the metropolitan government, there is no question that Lopes de Lima exceeded his 
authority by making over to the Dutch the coveted Larantuca district in Flores along with the Solor group o
islands, and in Pelissier's felicitous phrase became the "felon majeur" of Portuguese nationalist 
histodography.23 To be sure, as Boxer observes, Lopes de Lima was only empowered to negotiate ad 
refejnendum, and, by inference, not act without reference on the question to Lisbon.24 
 Amidst a popular outcry, the Portuguese government repudiated the Convention drawn up in 1854, by 
reconstituting the Province of Macau, Timor and Solor, and instructed the Governor of Macau to send a 
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Power, dissolved parliament, outlawed political parties, censored the press and placed strong controls on 
trade unions. The new Finance Minister, Antonio Salazar, a former professor of economics at Coimbra 
University, soon began to exert enormous influence within the government. As Minister of Colonies, 
Salazar moved in 1930 to impose central government control over the colonies. In 1932, as Prime Minister,
Salazar increased the powers of the political police. 1 
This chapter seeks to set down the main features of Portuguese colonial rule in Timor in the interwar years.
 While, as shown, this was a rare period in the island's troubled history of apparent peace and quiet industry
the absence of major outbreaks of rebellion cannot have been out of love of the indigenous 
population-although such bonds of loyalty were highly mythologized-but equally stemmed from what is 
here described as "coercive dissuasion". While, by this age, the population of the colony had grown to 
451,604 and that of Dili to 8,l36 (census of 31 December 1927), it is hard to conceive that either Salazarism
or the church succeeded in making over the Timorese even within the idiom of colonialism. In any case, the
voices of the Timorese were mostly silent in this epoch, at least outside of tribal lore, indigenous collective 
memory, and the pages of a few scattered colonial ethnographies. 
The effort to reconstruct these years must, necessarily, involve some active deconstruction of colonial texts
codes, and symbols. Where other colonialisms in prewar Asia generated a nucleus of colonial literates, the 
record is wanting for Timor. There were simply no Timorese Kartinis or Sukarnos of this age, a reference to
the rise of literate and print conscious native-nationalists in the Dutch colony. 

Salazar and the Estado Novo (1926) 

 Under Salazar's Estado Novo, a new administrative rationalization was created for Portugal’s African and 
Asian colonies. On the legal plane the most important decree affecting Timor was the organic charter of the
colony of Timor brought down in 1931. Inter alia, this law described Timor as an "administrative division 
of the Portuguese colonial empire", representing an "autonomous administrative and financial organism", 
albeit under metropolitan control. The charter also set forth in some detail the particular dispositions and 
conditions under which administrative control in Timor was exercised by the Ministry of the colonies 
through the person of the governor, local administrative agencies, and the military. As erstwhile chief 
executive in the running of the colony, the Governor-the first under the new dispensation was Governor 
Antonio Baptista Justo (1930-33) also exercised authority on military questions equivalent to 
commander-in-chief. Presented to the International Colonial Exposition in Paris, this document represented
the first attempt on Paper, at least, to portray the Southeast Asian colony in the light of modern colonial 
administrative organization.2 
No less, the modernizing thrust of Salazar's new order gave way to a series of overarching decrees and acts 
setting down the relationships between the colonies and metropolitan Portugal; among them being the Carta
Organica do lmperio Colonial Portugues of November 1933, the Reforma Administrativa Ultramarina of 
November 1933, and the Acto colonial of September 1935. 
 Yet, no political space was created for political action in Timor under the long Salazarist regime. There wa
no parallel in Portuguese Timor to the limited opening seized by Timorese in Dutch Timor as a 
consequence of prewar Dutch "ethical policies" which saw the emergence of such socially concerned 
parties as Timorsch Verbond, founded in 1922, Timor Evolutie, founded in 1924, Pesekutan Timor, formed
in 1926, and Timorsche Jongeren, formed in Bandung in 1933 by Timorese students in Java. Nor was there
any parallel in the Portuguese colony with the experience of those Timorese under Dutch rule exposed to 
the rhetoric of the Indonesian Nationalist Party (PNI), not to mention the Indonesian Communist Party 
(PKI) which established a branch in Kupang in 1925, inter alia calling for the mitigation of taxes and an end
to forced labour (at least until the arrest and exile of its leader, Christian Pandie). Neither, for that matter, d
the Indonesian nationalist movement take any interest in Portuguese Timor.3 
 It should also be emphasized that there was no parallel in Timor to other Portuguese colonies where by the
1920s and 1930s, either critiques of Salazarism developed among an educated class of illustrado (Goa), or 
where disenchanted Portuguese mounted challenges to Salazarism in the colonies (Guinea). Educational 
opportunity in Timor, as explained below, was simply retarded and few Timorese, if any, availed 
themselves of an outside education. There was also no parallel in Timor to the situation in Mozambique in 
the 1920s where, until driven underground, several organizations existed representing the political interests
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